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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Customs Cooperation With Tunisia Strengthened 
93AF0760A Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN in French 
4 Jul 93 p 4 


[Text] APS—The joint Algerian-Tunisian customs coop- 
eration commission recently met in Tunis for proceed- 
ings that culminated in the signing of a deciaration 
calling for greater cooperation between the two countries 
in customs operations. 


The Algerian delegation to the meeting was headed by 
Mr. Ibrahim Chaib Cherif, general director of customs. 
The Tunisian delegation was led by Mr. Abdelkader 
Ammar, general director of Tunisian customs. 


At the close of two days of meetings, the two parties 
agreed to enact certain measures concerning merchan- 
dise trade, transit procedures, administrative cc vera- 
tion to combat fraud, and the exchange of information 
and practical experience in data processing and training. 


More specifically, the Tunisian and Algerian delegations 
decided that with a few minor administrative modifica- 
tions, the certificate of manufacture recognized in the 
Maghreb should be used. The parties agreed to ask their 
respective chambers of commerce and industry to 
handle the tasks of printing up certificates of manufac- 
ture and distributing them to exporters. Each country’s 
customs office will be charged with validating and veri- 
fying the certificates. 


With regard to the valuations of goods by customs 
agencies under the new approach taken by the GATT, 
the two parties cited a need for discussion and coordi- 
nation of points of view. 


Along those lines, Algeria’s general director of customs 
invited his Tunisian counterpart to attend the confer- 
ence on customs valuation of merchandise which will 
take place in Algiers in September. 


In addition, the Algerian delegation presented lists of 
goods banned from importation into Algeria and recom- 
mended that Tunisia deny authorization to export such 
goods to Algeria. 


The two parties reiterated their determination to expand 
8 exchange of information on traffi~’‘ng anc traf- 
ickers. 


In connection with training and exchanges of practical 
experience, officials at the central and local levels are to 
meet monthly, while the director generals will meet once 
every three months. 


In what was a sign of approval for the work of the 
commission, Tunisia’s finance minister met with the 
head of the Algerian delegation. During their meeting, 
the Tunisian finance minister urged that cooperative 
relations between the two countries in customs activities 
be strengthened. 


ALGERIA 
‘ 4 Persons Arrested; W: 
Afghans’ Among eapons 


93AF0755D Algiers LE SOIR D'ALGERIE in French 
1] Jul 93 p 2 


[Article: “Two of the Assailants Were ‘Afghans””; first 
paragraph is LE SOIR D’ALGERIE introduction] 


[Text] (APS)}—Three of the six terrorists killed in 
Tlemcen on Wednesday have been identified, according to 
the National Gendarmerie High Command. 


They are Ambaza Mohamed, Belkacem Ahmed, and 
Belhadj Abdelhalim. The two last-named individuals 
came from Afghanistan. 


The terrorists were being actively sought for several 
murders in the Tlemcen Governorate. The operation in 
question made it possible to recover two automatic 
pistols belonging to the two members of the National 
Gendarmerie who were killed last 13 April in the Hanine 
area (Tlemcen Governorate). A semiautomatic rifle and 
a Kalashnikov-type submachine gun taken by the terror- 
ists when they murdered police officers in the Mitidja 
area were also recovered. The National Gendarmerie 
High Command reports that the second terrorist killed in 
the Eucalyptus area on 28 June has also been identified. 
He was Adli Abdelhamid, and he lived in the Maqaria 
neighborhood of Hussein-Dey. The same source adds 
that armed individuals killed an electrician named 
Achour Ammar in the village of Labaziz in Bougara, 
Blida Governorate, on Wednesday. In the village of 
Houadeb in the municipality of Lesdour (Bouira Gover- 
norate), another terrorist group killed an unemployed 
man named Hidjeb Seghir, 36. A citizen in Hameur 
El-Ain was attacked in his home and robbed of 700,000 
dinars, while in Souk Nomane in the Oum El-Bouaghi 
Governorate, armed individuals set fire to four vehicles 
belonging to the regional cement company. In M’sila, 
three terrorists belonging to the group that killed nine 
police officers in that same city on 15 April 1993 have 
been arrested. Ten other members cf the same group 
have been identified. That terrorist group was also 
responsible for the attack on a Gendarmerie patrol in 
Messis on 23 October 1992, the assault on a citizen in 
Ain-Ediss on 23 April 1993, and the holdup of a Naftal 
station last 28 March. 


The members of the group have been identified, as has 
their leader, Dhiles Nasreddine, known as “Amar,” who 
lives in Boussaada. 


It is reported that the group consists of Oussif Amar 
(known as “Abdelouahab”’) of Boussaada, Ahmed Mus- 
tapha of M’sila, Hadroug Saad of Boussaada, Hadji 
Mohamed (“Smail’’) of Boussaada, Naili Chaabane 
(“Sayah”) of M’sila, Rabhi Abderrahmane (“Benzer- 
oual”) of Boussaada, Mokhtari Mabrouk (“Zoubir”) of 
Medaourouche, Ziani Elhour of Boussaada, and Laguoui 
Slimane (““Khaddour’’) of Boussaada. 
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CGOEA Reacts to Criticism of Private Sector 


93AFO755A Algiers LE SOIR D’ALGERIE in French 
I Jul 93 p 2 


[Article by Slimane Bensayah: ““CGOEA (General Con- 
federation of Algerian Businessmen) Anger”; first two 
paragraphs are LE SOIR D’ALGERIE introduction] 


[Text] The latest speech by the head of the government, 
Belaid Abdesselam, which he delivered before the cadres 


of the Alger Governorate, is continuing to bring reactions. 


The head of the government's attacks and insinuations, 
delivered in terms that were purposely blunt and sprinkled 
with provincial proverbs, concerning the Algerian private 
sector have served only to perpetuate a situation of conflict 

and strained relations between the occupant of the Gov- 
ernment Palace and domestic economic partners outside 
the public sector. 


Algiers—Reacting to the terms in which the speech was 
couched, the General Confederation of Algerian Busi- 
nessmen (CGOEA) has released to the press a commu- 
nique in which it expresses its complete indignation at 
those unjustified attacks. 


Drawing attention to Belaid Abdesselam’s attitude 
toward the private sector, which he has never liked 
much, the communique quotes from a statement made 
by the head of the government when he was out of 
power: “It (the private sector) sacrifices that that guar- 
antees the stability and overall equilibrium of the 
national economy and, consequently, that which consti- 
tutes a firm foundation for the country’s economic 
independence and, in the final analysis, its indepen- 
dence” (Le hasard et l'histoire (Chance and History), 
page 91). 


Discussing the reasons put forward by the head of the 
government as justification for the hiccups of an eco- 
nomic machine that refuses to take off and the daily 
stagnation being experienced by millions of Algerians, 
the CGOEA describes them as arguments of weakness 
and incompetence and emphasizes that Abderselam, 
who has awarded himself the title of “grand chancellor of 
the order of patriotism,” is sticking to them. It says: “If 
it isn’t the aftereffects of colonialism, it is a foreign plot 
involving complicity inside the country. If it isn’t foreign 
interests, it is the domestic private sector’—those, the 
communique says in substance, are the reasons put 
forward to justify the current bankruptcy of the eco- 
nomic system. 


The nation’s businessmen wonder about what is behind 
such attacks: “A genuine Don Quixote of modern times, 
the head of the government is continuing to wage war 
against the windmills of history. It would be comical if 
its source were not a man who probably bears a large 
share of the responsibility for Algeria’s indebtedness and 
the fact that Algeria’s productive apparatus is dependent 
on the outside world,” the CGOEA says in its commu- 
nique. 
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Discussing the difficulties encountered by the domestic 
private economic sector in obtaining loans, the CGOEA 
points out that they were not obtained through sordid 
dealings or bonuses paid “for services rendered” or as a 
result of underhanded practices. “All the loans were 
granted on the basis of properly prepared official docu- 
ments.” 


Rejecting the government’s attacks, which have under- 
mined the dignity of all private businessmen, who 
cannot be put in the same class as sharks or vultures, the 
CGOEA concludes by pointing out that the latter feed on 
— and that Abdesselam’s victims number in the 
millions. 


With the social truce apparently broken, the latest speech 
by the head of the government seems to be opening one 
more front for a government that is becoming increas- 
ingly finicky in its activity. 


The labor conflicts being revealed in the form of strike 
notices in the public sector and Belaid Abdesselam’s 
repeated attacks on the private sector are the ingredients 
for a rout that will leave our productive apparatus 
standing still. 


Jijel Port Activities Transferred to Djendjen 
93AFO759D Algiers LIBERTE in French 17 Jul 93 p 4 


[Article by Zaia Talaoualou: “A Move That Will Cost 
300 Million”) 


[Text] The Port Company of Jijel (EPJ) wiil transfer its 
operations from the old port in Jijel to the new port at 
Djendjen in late September 1993. 


The timing of the move was decided by company offi- 
cials in a meeting attended by Transportation Minister 
Arezki Mohamed Isli, who was visiting Jijel. Because the 
old port has been reassigned to the Algerian Navy, the 
transfer must take place at the earliest possible date. 
Until now, financial problems at EPJ had prevented the 
company from making the move to the Djendjen port 
which was completed three years ago. 


The Djendjen port was built by an Italian firm and has a 
capacity of 4.5 million metric tons a year. 


EPJ officials say that the transfer will cost 300 million 
centimes, the same amount that was invested in the old 
port. Equipment at the new port is to include three 
shipping cranes and the necessary superstructure (build- 
ings, harbor master's office, etc.). 


For the security of the port and its buildings, the African 
Development Bank will award a loan, it was learned 
separately. The loan, which will be used to finance port 
facilities, is still being studied, according to officials. 
Concerning the project for the construction of a dry dock 
by OAPEC [Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries], which was announced some 10 years ago, 
studies have established the profitability of the project 
that is to be situated at a point midway between the 
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Strait of Gibraltar and the Suez Canal. In other news, it 
was announced that a new landing strip 2,400 meters 
long and 45 meters wide will soon be completed at the 
El-Achouet Airport. The completion of the project was 
delayed by a lack of supplies needed for the remaining 
1,600 meters. However, according to the SNTP 
(National Public Works Company), it will take no more 
than six months to finish building the runway, which will 
enable large aircraft (like the Boeing 737) to land at the 
El-Achouet Airport. 


Djendjen Port Named Free-Trade Zone 


93AFO759E Algiers EL WATAN in French 
13 Jul 93 p 9 


[Article by Mohamed Lamine: “Algeria’s First Free- 
Trade Zone”’] 


[Text] Algeria will create its first free-trade zone at the 
Djendjen port, which borders on the city of Jijel. 


The industrial zone, in which investments will be made 
in foreign currencies by “nonresidents,” is to be located 
at Djendjen because the area is already equipped with 
basic infrastructure built during the 1980's originally to 
serve the Bellara industrial complex, which is now 
unlikely to come into being. 


With a few additional investments, the future zone of 
“prosperity” will have access to an ultra modern port, 
which now lacks only a few pieces of equipment to be 
become operational, an airport that will be able to 
accommodate large aircraft after some additional con- 
struction work, rail links to Tunisia and Morocco, as well 
as the various other assets the region has to offer: energy 
resources, water, international communications, etc. 
The existing infrastructure is conducive to the rapid 
establishment of industrial operations at Djendjen. With 
supplemental investments to soon to be made by the 
agencies concerned, as recently ordered by the govern- 
ment, the free-trade zone will become even more attrac- 
tive to foreign investors. 


It should be noted that the initial draft of a legislative 
order to promote investment, recently approved by the 
Council of Government, would allow nonresident inves- 
tors (those who use foreign currencies) to invest in export 
activities in areas designated as “free-trade zones” where 
the importing, exporting, warehousing, processing, and 
reexporting of goods will be exempt from customs laws. 
In connection with this type of investment, numerous 
advantages relating to taxes, fees, and customs duties are 
awarded, usually resulting in total exemption from taxes. 
In addition, investors in the free-trade zone are autho- 
rized to sell their products in Algeria (up to 20 percent of 
their total production) in accordance with foreign trade 
regulations. 


As a guarantee, these investors receive a commitment 
from the state of Algeria that their investments and the 
advantages associated with them will not be the subject 
of any action that may place them in jeopardy. 
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If, in a case of force majeure, measures dictated by 
national sovereignty were to be taken, fair and equitable 
compensation would be paid before the state would 
nationalize an investment. 


Last, in the event of a dispute between a foreign investor 
and the Algerian state as a result of a measure enacted by 
the state against the investor, the matter would be 
referred to the appropriate courts—Algerian or interna- 
tional, depending upon the case—for arbitration. 


In exchange for these various advantages, foreign inves- 
tors must satisfy a number of requirements, some of 
which are not negotiable (where sovereignty is con- 
cerned). Other requirements may be negotiable, such as 
the number of Algerian workers that an investor must 
hire, the minimum capital investment to be made, etc. 


In addit.on, the state will see to it that polluting indus- 
tries or industries that may constitute a danger to the 
population or to the environment do not establish oper- 
ations in the free-trade zones or in any other area of 


Algeria. 


Impact of Curfew on Tourism Described 


93AF0755B Algiers LE SOIR D'ALGERIE in French 
30 Jun 93 p 2 


[Article by Djazia Gozim: ““Curfew’s Constraints”; first 
paragraph is LE SOIR D’ALGERIE introduction] 


[Text] At a time when tourist complexes and campsites in 
not affected by the curfew have been full for 
a very long time, the Alger coast and facilities that are 
usually inaccessible during the height of the season are 
expecting their turnover to drop. 


Algiers—For good reason, the security measures are 
discouraging vacationers from venturing into the capi- 
tal’s tourist complexes, where they pay a high price for 
their stay and are then forced to shut themselves up in 
their rooms or bungalows before 2230. 


“In June only 30 of our rooms were occupied, and even 
then the guests were merely passing through,” we were 
told by the reception clerk at the Mazafran Hotel. 


“In previous years we were booked solid throughout the 
season, but now we don’t have any reservations for July 
or August. The curfew is the main reason why people are 
deciding to go elsewhere.” 


The same situation exists in the other hotels. At the El 
Marsa Hotel, things appear to be different. We were told: 
“Our guests have been very cooperative this June. We 
also have reservations for later.” Apparently nothing has 
changed as far as lifting the curfew or taking any similar 
step is concerned. The authorities concerned have not 
provided any information. 


People who like camping in the wild have to resign 
themselves to getting back into their tent before the 
curfew or simply going somewhere else. 
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The neighboring governorates have already made prep- 
arations to welcome vacationers and campers, and 
campsite promoters are rubbing their hands in anticipa- 
tion of the arrival of families. 


People who are not so lucky from the material stand- 
point will resign themselves to spending the day at the 
beach and staying home at night. And that, after all, is 
another way to have a pleasant vacation. 


New FIS Paper Reappears, Renamed in Paris 
93AFO755C Algiers EL WATAN in French 10 Jul 93 
p3 


[Article by Y.S.: “Subversive Publication: Former FIS 
Continues in France”} 


[Text] Paris—L’ETENDARD is the new name chosen by 
the members of the dissolved FIS [Islamic Salvation 
Front] for their weekly newspaper. Following the succes- 
sive bannings of LE CRITERE and RESISTANCE, the 
Islamic fundamentalists in Paris are continuing to pub- 
lish their newspaper. 


Same layout, same address, and same “bear,” even 
though the Ministry of Interior banned publication of 
the periodical because of its “anti-Western and anti- 
French” character. The latest issue deals with the 
struggle in the upper reaches of the Algerian Govern- 
ment. This despite the fact that France has a press law 
stipulating that a banned publication may not reappear 
even under a different name. And the link between LE 
CRITERE, RESISTANCE, and L’ETENDARD is 
obvious, since the publications are completely identical. 


French police point out that no order to investigate or 
track down the printing press has been issued and that 
the matter is being handled at the political level. 
Observers in Paris feel that publication of a newspaper 
that is distributed only in mosques is not a priority for 
the French Government even though its subversive 
character is beyond doubt. 


For that matter, it was at the request of the Algerian 
Government that the fundamentalist publication was 
banned in the first place. 


Annaba: ‘Disaster Area’ Due to Fires, Heat Wave 


93AF0O759B Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
5 Jul 93 p4 


[Text] One week after the sirocco of 4 Jul and a heat 
wave caused by criminal forest fires [as published], the 
capital of commercial tomato growing was declared a 
disaster area by local agricultural officials. 


Of the 8,410 hectares [ha] devoted to commercial tomato 
growing, [text illegible] have been severely affected, with 
losses estimated at 839,500 quintals, c: 69 percent of the 
tomato crop. 


Three areas were especially hard hit: 
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e the communes [towns] of Ain-Berda, Berrahal, and 
El-Eulma where damage ranging from 60 to 100 
percent has been reported: 

e the plain between El-Bouni and El-Hadjar, where 
damage ranges from 30 to 40 percent; and 

e the coastal area near the Bounamoussa perimeter 
where the maritime climate and windbreaks helped 
greatly to limit damage to 10 or 15 percent. 


Only the newly introduced varieties of tomato plants, 
such as the Pico, . ‘orfido, Giaron, and Universal, were 
able to withstand the heatwave. 


The region’s 150 ha of grapes were another casualty of 
the disaster. Damage of 80 to 90 percent, if not total 
destruction, of a harvest eagerly awaited on the market 
has been a severe blow to farmers. Some are reported to 
have attempted suicide and others have been hospital- 
ized for heart troubles. 


Considerable agricultural losses are also expected, 
according to preliminary reports, although exact figures 
are not yet available. 


In addition, we have been informed that in accordance 
with executive order No. 90-158 dated 26 March 1990, 
which established the agricultural disaster insurance 
fund, the fund’s commission in the wilaya of Annaba will 
hold a first meeting on Saturday to draft a report that 
will be submitted to local leaders who will handle the 
wilaya’s declaration of damage. 


Farmers may enter damage reports in official registers in 
the subdistricts or towns where they reside. The registers 
will remain open for two weeks, at the end of which time 
they will be submitted to the insurance fund for 
appraisal. According to Article 25 of the above- 
mentioned order, only farmers who can claim uninsur- 
able damage [as published] will be considered eligible for 
compensation. In other words, uninsured poultry 
farmers may have to pay a high price as a result of their 
hesitation. 


Early Assessment of Fire Damage Reported 


93AF0759A Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
8 Jul 93 p 3 


[Text] According to the National Forest Agency and 
reports by the APS, the damage caused by a wave of 
forest fires in the last three days is as follows: 


In Khenchela, four major fires have destroyed a total of 
300 hectares [ha] of forest primarily made up of Aleppo 
pines and cedars. Eighty percent of the fires have been 
brought under control, despite high winds and heat. The 
civil protection units from Oum El-Bouaghi, Tebessa, 
and Batna had to be called in to fight the fires. 


In El-Tarf, vhere forests cover 59 percent of the land 
area, 10 fires have destroyed a total of 1,200 ha of forest. 
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The wilaya of Bejaia is the most severely affected of all. 
Eight forest fires have destroyed an area estimated at 
more than 5,300 ha. 


In Tizi-Ouzou, six forest fires and 24 outbreaks of fires 
have been reported, primarily in the forests of Ath 
Douala and Ouadhias where more than 4,000 ha burned 
to cinders. In a preliminary report, the civil protection 
service announced that five women, one of whom was 
pregnant, were kille? and several other residents were 
injured when they were overtaen by quickly spreading 
flames. In addition, several houses caught fire. In less 
than 24 hours, the wilaya of Tizi-Ouzou lost a large 
portion of its forest cover. Fire-fighting efforts were 
hampered by the magnitude of the fires, exacerbated by 
wind. 


The danger of renewed fires exists. Smoke continues to 
rise from the hills in the dairaat [administrative districts] 
of Beni Douala and Ouadhias, necessitating the enact- 
ment of an emergency plan to protect residents. An 
investigation into the cause of the fires has been 
launched. However, the predominant view is that an 
accidental cause can now be ruled out on the basis of 
— fires were planned and deliber- 
a set. 


_ 200 ha of Esparto grass have been destroyed 
re. 


In Annaba, there were two fires, one of which ravaged 
200 ha. 


In Setif, two fires were reported, but the extent of the 
damage is not yet known. 


In Skikda, four fires have destroyed nearly 35 ha. 


Several areas in the wilaya of Mila were stricken by fire, 
which destroyed a total of 183 ha of wheat (113 ha of 
durum wheat and 70 ha of common wheat). Flames also 
consumed 51 ha of brushland and fields that had already 
been harvested, 160 trees, and 1,595 bales of hay. 
Because of the rugged terrain of the mountainous areas 
in the northern part of the wilaya, the civil protection 
services grappled with enormous difficulties before they 
were able to overcome the fires which were caused by 
carelessness and the practice of allowing mounds of 
household refuse to accumulate on the edges of fields. In 
fact, some areas served as public (dumping grounds. 


In Jijel, two forest fires have destroyed 11 ha. In Con- 
stantine, a forest fire raged through 15 ha of land. 


In Bouira, five ha of land were swept by fire. 
In Medea, one hawas lost to fire. 


It should be noted that nearly all of the forest fires have 
occurred in the eastern part of Algeria. 
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New UGTA Officers Reported 


93AFO759C Algiers EL WATAN in French 
20 Jul 93 p 3 


[Article by Ahmed Ancer: “A New Leader for the UGTA 
(General Union of Algerian Workers)”’] 


[Text] The UGTA [General Union of Algerian Workers] 
has a new leadership. Duties at the executive level of the 
labor confederation have been redistributed in a move 
that was the primary outcome of a meeting of its 
National Council on 18 July. Four new national secre- 
taries recently took their seats on the National Council, 
after being elected at the proceedings of the National 
—- Commission to replace those who have been 
removed. 


The composition of new national secretariat is as fol- 
lows: 


General Secretary: Abdelhak Benhamouda 

Internal Affairs: Ameur Mohamed 

International Relations: Dilmi Mohamed Tahar 
Social Matters: Sidi Said Abdelmadjid 
Administration and Finance: Meziane Abelhak 
General Relations and Immigration: Mohamed Zaaf 
Press and Public Information: Lakhdari Mohamed 
Lakhdar 

Economy and Planning: Mehdi Amar 

Coordination of Labor Federations: M. Nour Chikh 
Collective Agreements: Benatia Kada 

Labor Union Training: Belaid Meziane 


In light of the National Council’s new composition, the 
“renewal of the labor union,” a theme sounded by Mr. 
Benhamouda at the National Executive Commission’s 


proceedings, appears to be a matter of perspective. 


Mr. Lakhdari Mohamed Lakhdar, a former member of 
the Benlakhdar team, which was cast out during the 
confederation’s Eighth Congress in 1990, has made a 
comeback. In addition, according to a union official who 
attended the proceedings of the National Executive 
Commission, the four new national secretaries were 
selected in keeping with practices common in the old 
days when the confederation was externally directed. 
Those practices emphasized regionalism and other cri- 
teria, rather than representation. 


Another indicator is to be found in the appointments to 
chair the three subcommittees that were formed by the 
National Executive Commission to prepare the UGTA’s 
Ninth Congress. Mr. Lakhdari will chair the internal 
affairs sub-committee; Mr. Dilmi will head the subcom- 
mittee on social and economic affairs; and Mr. Zaaf has 
been entrusted with the subcommittee on training, infor- 
mation, and external relations. 


Mr. Dilmi was once a legislator in the now defunct APN 
[People’s National Assembly], and Mr. Zaaf and Mr. 

i are current members of the Central Committee 
of the FLN [National Liberation Front]. Will they work 
to bring about a renewal of the labor union? 
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“The Ninth Congress will mark a definitive break with 
certain practices and old ways of thinking,” Mr. Ben- 
hamouda, the confederation’s general secretary, 
remarked a few days ago at the opening of the National 
Executive Commission’s proceedings. 


Contrary to Mr. Benhamouda’s wish, the practices and 
behavior of many union officials at the highest level, 
which cost the UGTA entire swaths of its credibility 
among other things, could well continue. Many union 
sections were dissolved from above, against the wishes of 
the groups that voted for them. The establishment of 
certain federations was preceded by very muted but 
occasionally violent battles. 


High-level positions come with prerogatives and such 
prerogatives are important in the preparation of the 
up-coming congress. Mr. Benhamouda has not yet won 
that prerogative of “a break with the old ways of think- 
ing” * he will find it even more difficult to win that of 
renewal. 


EGYPT 


Islamic Society on Goals, Activities 


93LD0025B Cairo 'AQIDATI in Arabic 27 May 93 
pp 4-5 


[Interview with Dr. Mahmud Mazru’ah, professor and 
head of the Creed and Philosophy Department in the 
College of Jurisprudence and Islamic call in Shibin 
al-Kawm and chairman of the Panel of Ulemas; place 
and date not given] 


[Text] At a time when the religious institutions in Egypt 
are joining hands and the al-Azhar ulemas and religious 
endowment institute are working like one team to spread 
enlightened Islamic thought and fight against extremism 
and religious fanaticism that has hit our country in 
recent years, a group of al-Azhar University professors 
have set up a “Panel of Ulemas.”” While some people saw 
this as a good initiative for making good efforts for the 
spread of the Islamic call, others saw in it a way to 
disperse the efforts of the ulemas and openly accused it 
of supporting extremist thoughts. 


"AQIDATI had the following interview with Dr. 
Mahmud Mazr’uah, professor and head of creed and 
philosophy in the Jurisprudence College and Islamic call 
in Shibin al-Kawm and head of the Panel of Ulemas. 


[AQIDATI) Establishment of the Panel of Ulemas has 
raised many questions with regard to the true intentions 
behind this panelr, since there are already a number of 
similar institutions in Egypt that complement one 
another. Why do the members of this panel not operate 
through the existing Islamic bodies and institutes in 


Egypt? 


[Mazru’ah] The Panel of Ulemas has been established for 
the achievement of two goals: The first is to convey 
God’s word and fulfill the duty of calling people to God 
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through wisdom, preaching the good word, and peaceful 
debate as God has ordered us to do through the available 
legitimate outlets. Numerous questions are, of course, 
being raised concerning current and urgent issues 
because the rules of Islam on these issues must be 
clarified. The second reason is to propagate a true Islam 
that is free of caprice and selfishness, to confront those 
with prejudiced thoughts hostile to Islam, and to refute 
their lies. 


[ AQIDATI] You, ulemas of al-Azhar, don’t you see that 
forming this panel represents a split with and a separa- 
tion from al-Azhar? 


{[Mazru’ah] This is a false allegation. We have never split 
with al-Azhar. We are from al-Azhar, with al-Azhar, and 
for al-Azhar. We absolutely cannot stand on our legs or 
utter a single word except through al-Azhar, the bastion 
of the call to worship God and our rightful father. We did 
not split with it. 


Perhaps what prompted you to ask this question is the 
same as what caused us to call it the Panel of Ulemas and 
not al-Azhar Ulemas. We preferred not to do that in 
order not to make it restricted to al-Azhar ulemas alone, 
and so that the public will not think that we do not 
recognize an ulema unless he is from al-Azhar Univer- 
sity. For this reason we called it the Panel of Ulemas in 
general so that if we found a powerful ulema who could 
benefit the panel and the Muslims and who is not from 
al-Azhar, there is absolutely no objection to his joining 
the panel. 


[AQIDATI] You say that you want to clarify to the 
youths the true religion without clashing with the gov- 
ernment, although you hold seminars and conferences 
without the government’s knowledge. How do you 
explain that? 


{Mazru’ah] I would like to make it clear that there is a 
misunderstanding of the panel’s methods. I wish you hed 
asked me frankly, “How is your present relationship with 
security?” Our relationship with security is very good. 
When the panel took its first steps toward formation, we 
began with the minister of interior. All the founding 
members went to see him and we met with the highest 
state officials, including Dr. Ahmad Fathi Surur. We told 
them what the panel’s objectives are and what we can 
offer to the nation. 


(’AQIDATI] No official quarter has so far recognized 
you. 


{Mazru’ah] Thank God all quarters know us. We issued 
many statements and articles before and after I assumed 
the panel’s chairmanship, including, for example, a state- 
ment forbidding attacks on tourists and other such 
statements. 


[AQIDATI] We have heard that you are considering 
creating a political party. 


[Mazru’ah] We do not want to jump to conclusions and 
do not wish to be pessimistic about registering the panel 
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[as an organization]. We operate in daylight and are not 
involved in secret activities. We are active through 
legitimate channels, and we carry out our duties toward 
the nation’s problems by confronting terrorism with true 
thought, because we do not shoulder partial responsi- 
bility but rather we are part of the society. If, God forbid, 
the ministry of [social] affairs does not approve the 
registration, we will absolutely not become a political 
party, or a faction, or a religious group, even if the panel 
collapses right down to its foundation. The first defini- 
tion of the panel is that it is an independent scientific 
association that is not affiliated to any party or doctrine. 
Its only affiliation is to the Koran and the sunnah 


[ AQIDATI] You say that one of the panel’s goals is to 
correct the thinking of the young people who have been 
misled and their thinking poisoned. What kind of efforts 
are you exerting in this field, particularly in view of the 
recent spread of violence and terrorism among the 
youth? Yet some people accuse you of helping 
extremism. 


{[Mazru’ah] I would like to explain two things to our 
children who have deviated from the right path. I would 
like to say that those people are our children and are 
Egyptians. They have rights in this country. If they go 
astray or become misled, it is our duty to study the 
reasons for this deviation because terrorism is not the 
malady but one of its effects and one of its symptoms. 
We must first know the causes of this deviation and try 
to treat it and deal with it, rather than kill whomever we 
want to kill, then let the perverted thought continue to 
exist and to spread in the dark. Therefore, one of our first 
duties is to enter into dialogue with them and not to kill 
them, because with dialogue we can differentiate 
between the right thought and the misguided thought, so 
that we can uproot the disease if difficulties can be 
overcome. 


Whoever is accusing us of extremism is himself an 
extremist. We are not concerned with what they say 
because we are conscience of what we are doing and our 
goals are clear. 


Al-Azhar Officials on Authority in Islam 


93LD0019A Paris AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 
4 Jun 93 p 25 


[Text] Muslim scholars of whom AL-WATAN AL- 
ARABI asked legal opinions in Cairo agreed that the 
penalty for departure from the community and from 
obedience to Muslim governing, which carries out God’s 
divine ordinances, is death. These scholars testified that 
the Kingdor of Saudi Arabia is a moderate Islamic state 
whose constitution is the Holy Koran and the Sunna of 
His Prophet, May God Bless Him and Grant Him Peace, 
and that legal rights are protected in it, such that the 
establishment of a “people’s” committee to defend legal 
rights imitates the West and is part of a vicious campaign 
whose goal is to spoil Islam and mold it into a Western 
model. The opinion cf some of the scholars is that for 
this said committee to basically resort to the means of 
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the Western media to publicize itself is considered an 
incitement of the non-Muslim against the Muslim. The 
scholars praised what Saudi Arabia offers to Islam and to 
Muslims inside the Kingdom and everywhere in the 
world. What follows are opinions of those of whom 
AL-WATAN AL-ARABI asked legal opinions inside the 
administration of the illustrious al-Azhar, the High 
Council for Islamic Affairs, the Fatwah Committee and 
the administration of the Islamic Appeal: 


Advisor Shabaana: The application of the divine ordi- 
nances in the Kingdom has created a flourishing and 
secure life. 


Sheik Hathhout: Saudi Arabia is bound by duty to carry 
out the divine ordinances of God.... So what do the 
imitators of the West want? 


Mohammed Abdel Shami’a Shabaana, Advisor of Al- 
Azhar, said about human rights in Islam: Human rights 
is a term that the Western world introduced after it broke 
away from the bonds of slavery that have no respect for 
the human being. 


As for Islam, it is a religion of tolerance, exaltedness, 
security, and serenity, under whose protection the indi- 
vidual lives amicably, secure about himself, his money, 
and his honor, based on the principles of Islam and the 
aims of the religious observances associated with them. 


This noble Shari'ah brought prayer, the head of the 
religious observances in Islam. It represents the greatest 
of the concepts of “equality” between human beings, for 
it considers the superior and the subordinate, the rich 
and the poor, the minister and the sentinel, joining them 
together in one rank. They face the same giblah and a 
common goal unites them. No breach or separation is 
felt between them. 


Any equality and any freedom is on par with this 
freedom. Islam brought forth this great notion 14 centu- 
ries ago, and the world is still wandering about in the 
gloom of darkness. We perceive yet another generous 
notion in prayer from which we realize the value of 
humanity—any human being may say the truth without 
fear of anyone. For if the imam who leads all the people 
makes a mistake, any one of the followers, whatever be 
his standing, can inform him of his error, and it is up to 
the imam, whatever be his rank and standing, to 
respond. It is an enlightened relationship in the history 
of Islam with no intermediaries and no committees 
standing between the leader and the led. 


Therefore, esteem of the human being is protected under 
this True Religion and never needs new definition or a 
renewed designation. 


Men were honored and were blessed with pleasant things 
and were esteemed highly. And this covenant is admi- 
rable in its honoring of the human being from the divine, 
holy perspective. Therefore, who are these braggarts who 
boast and call for application of what is called human 
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rights in the Nation of Islam when it is the very nation 
that gave life to this great source. 


Advisor Shabaana adds: Women only came to know 
their worth under the umbrella of Islam. For it protected 
their full rights and their honor and made them a partner 
with men in building friendship and compassion in a 
happy family life. 

These who denounce some of the Islamic nations for not 
applying human rights forget that the sons of these 
nations live under a divine constitution and a divine 
oasis, which is the principle of counsel, which is the 
foundation and the rule. And because of that, we find 
many of the states erecting a structure for joint consul- 
tation among the people of the nation concerning the 
good of the nation and the happiness of its people in 
terms of accomplishing His saying, May It Be Exalted, 
“And conduct their affairs by mutual consent.” 


The application of God’s divine ordinances is the foun- 
dation for honor and preservation of the human being, 
for the upholding of his dignity, and for making him 
secure and trenquil. Therefore, security is firmly estab- 
lished in the territory of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia— 
theft has dwindled to almost nothing. There is no com- 
parison with what happens in nations that do not apply 
God’s divine ordinances. And the Great God spoke the 
truth when he said, “In retaliation there is life for you, 
men possessed of minds.” So the Koran clarifies for us 
that life’s situation and making it flourish, secure, and 
tranquil is by the application of God’s divine ordinances, 
over which the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia puts itself as 
head, as a moderate Muslim state. 


And the evil discases that the world is afflicted with now 
and cannot find a cure for, that are spreading throughout 
the nations just as fire spreads through straw, are because 
of these nations’ distance from the religion of God. And 
God makes safe the nations that apply God's divine 
ordinances upon those who commit an abomination or 
an atrocity, and protects them from falling prey to this 
dangerous disease, “AIDS,” for example. 


For God, May He Be Exalted, says: “You shall not 
commit adultery, for it is foul and indecent.” 


And the Prophet, May God Bless Him and Grant Him 
Peace, says: “The vile deed does not appear in a nation 


until they make it public, unless the plague spreads 
among them and the ailments that were not in their 
ancestors afflict them.” 


Therefore, the Islamic Nation, when it adheres to and 
applies God’s divine law to corruption, keeps it from 
spreading as it has spread in other nations. And is there 
an offense to human rights in that? 


Explanation 


Muhammad ’Abd ‘Isami, Advisor of the illustrious Al- 
Azhar adds: Honor of the human being in Islam then is 
preserved by complying with God’s divine ordinances 
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and it has its place among the Muslims and the non- 
Muslims. For the non-Muslims in the Islamic Nation 
have their righis perfectly intact. They are not treated 
unjustly or ruled over tyrannically. They have their 
rights as the Muslims have as long as they are not Going 
anything incompatible with the teachings of Islam: Their 
beliefs are preserved, nothing is forced on them, for God, 
May He Be Exalted, says: 


“God does not forbid you to be kind and equitable to 
those who have neither made war on your religion nor 
driven you from your homes. God loves the equitable.” 


And what God, May He Be Exalted, says is sealed the 
more so because he says “There shall be no compulsion 
in religion. True guidance is now distinct from error.” 


Honor of the human being in Islam is a right that we 
have inherited and to which we hold fast, because it is at 
the core of our True Religion, for the Prophet, May God 
Bless Him and Grant Him Peace, declares in the farewell 
pilgrimage: “There is no superiority of the Arab over the 
non-Arab except in piety, and no superiority of white 
over black. Indeed, the kindest of you according to God 
is the most pious among you and people are as alike «s 
the teeth of a comb. The people’s blood is equa! and the 
lowest among them can proceed under their protection.” 


Therefore, any honoring of a human eing greater than 
this honor, and any matter that the holders of confer- 
ences and committees and imitations want is not from 
Islam in any way. 


When we call the people to return to and hold fast to the 
teachings of our religion, it is for the sake of the 
individual's happiness and thai of society and the leaders 
of the Islamic Nation, at the head of whom is the servant 
of the two holy places. When the people of the Nation 
direct themselves towards good and guide well those who 
go astray among them and lead them to the straight path, 
they, by so doing, are like the compassionate father who 
guards the interests of his son so that his future will be 


resplendent. The poet spoke the truth: 


“Be harsh that one be rebuked. Whoever is resolute, let 
him be harsh sometimes even towards those upon whom 
he shows compassion.” 


It concluded by praising God for his counsel, May It Be 
Exalted: “If they pursue the right path, We shall vouch- 
safe them abundant rain” and his saying, May It Be 
Exalted: “This Koran will guide men to that which is 
most upright. It promises the believers who do good 
works a rich reward, and threatens those who deny the 
life to come with a grievous scourge.” 


And the Prophet, May God Biess Him and Grant Him 
Peace, says: “I left that which, if you hold tight to it, you 
will never go astray. It is the book of God and my 
Sunna.” 





JPRS-NEA-93-090 
23 August 1993 


Fatwah 


A member of the fatwah committee, general manager of 
the call [for a fatwah], His Excellence the Professor 
Shaykh Salih Mustapha Hathhout, said about the leaving 
of the community and its punishments in Islam: If an 
individual or a group of people rebels against |\fuslim 
rule, the group or individual’s difficulties and punish- 
ments are necessary, for if they were contesting .t or not 
consenting to its governance, the punishment would be 
“to be killed,” to protect the power of the group. 


And in the illustrious hadith of the Prophet, May God 
Bless Him and Grant Him Peace, whoever rebels against 
the community by the measure of a hand span, kill him, 
whoever he may be. Accordingly, anyone who rebels 
against Muslim rule and declares it openly, and incites 
the people to insurrection or calls them to disobey an 
order of the ruler, must be killed so that the power of the 
Muslims does not become divided. 


And to these wrapped in a coat of what is called human 
rights, we say that the human being in Islam has rights 
just as he has duties and that Islam has considered the 
individual's existence as a fellow citizen going about his 
duties and respecting his homeland. And Islam calls for 
the individual’s performance of his duties and for 
abiding by the authority of the community and the doing 
of tasks and a abstinance from what is prohibited and 
forbidden. And it is the right of the individual in Islam to 
preserve his money and his honor and his religion, 
because a human being lives mm the middle of a whole 


keeper of these sacred things (his blood, hi and 
his money) based on the illustrious hadith: “Verily, your 
lives and your property and your honor are inviolable as 
the inviolability of this day of yours and this city of 
yours. So, don’t go back after me to be infidels where 
some of you would strike the necks of some others. Here! 
I have conveyed my message. Oh God, be my witness.” 


Therefore, the individual has the right to enjoyment in 
the Nation by preserving his money, his honor, and his 
blood and by voluntarily agreeing to do his religious 
duties and to live with the community (society) in 
security and peace, not harming and not being harmed. 


Islam has given to the human being in Islamic society, 
whether he be Muslim or non-Muslim, much more than 
the Westerners have given in terms of rights that provide 
for his life, his happiness, and his security. And in a 
speech of the Prophet of God at the farewell pilgrimage, 
there is proof of this: “Your Lord is one and your Father 
is one, all of you are from Adam, and Adam is from 
dust.” If we were to review the counsel of the Prophet, 
May God Bless Him and Grant Him Peace, we would 
find that Islam did not omit anything, small or large. 
Rather, it disclosed it. And we would find the greatest 
covenant in the life of individuals and groups. Therefore, 
Islam reproached forcefully those who departed from the 
community or from Muslim rule. And if the Saudi 
nation is adhering to the divine ordinances of God, then 
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we request from God guidance and reason concerning 
what those who have left Islam want by their imitation of 
the West. 


Obedience 


Doctor "Alam Mohammadayn ‘Alam, Professor of the 
College of Islamic Studies and member of the High 
Council for Islamic Affairs, said: In addition to the 
duties of prayer, alms-giving, fasting, the Pilgrimage, the 
command of kindness and a refraining from what is 
prohibited, meaning to follow the commands of God 
that came in the Holy Koran just as the Prophet, May 
God Bless Him and Grant Him Peace, commanded them 
and the putting an end to what is prohibited, there are 
duties towards society and relatives and children and 
one’s wife, among them trustworthiness in doing busi- 
ness with everyone superior and subordinate, sincerity in 
work, and being truthful and loyal to those who govern 
the Nation—presidents, kings, princes and sultans. 


The Holy Koran urges all of them and commands them 
in its saying, May It Be Exalted, “Believers, obey God 
and obey the Messenger and those in authority among 
you.” 


Likewise, the Muslim must treat with kindness the 
non-Muslim among the people under the covenant of 
protection and the people of the book. Islam guaranteed 
to the human being freedom of opinion as long as there 
is no defamation of anyone in it or abuse and degrada- 
tion of honor. Rather, it is learned, enlightened freedom 
of opinion from the books of God and the Sunna of the 


Holy Prophet. 


With regard to what was spread about the rebelling 
against the community of a small number of individuals 
here or there from among the Muslims, this is a matter 
that Islam does not abide because, if we take a look at 
our True Religion, we find it urging cooperation and 
admission into the community. The religion does not 
command disunion and segregation. And whatever these 
individuals who call themselves Muslims cause, Islam is 
freed from their actions because Islam is not a religion of 
fanaticism or dissension or killing or imported slogans. It 
is a religion of the group and rebellion against the group 
in itself is a departure from Islam, which does not need 
committees for human rights or any other rights because 
of what it possesses in the sacred divine Koranic path 
and the exalted prophetic Sunna. That is because human 
rights themselves are found within its divine legislations 
and our duty is to hold fast to the book of God and the 
Sunna of the Prophet, May God Bless Him and Grant 
Him Peace. And lastly, Islam guarantees us rights that 
absolutely no other religion guarantees. 


In Addition 


Dr. Mahmud 'Abd al-Mutagali Khalifah, member of the 
fatwah committee and Professor at the College of Islamic 
Law, said: As long as the ruler is taking care to execute 
God’s law, based on the Holy Koran and the exalted 
prophetic Sunna, the door of the ruler is open to the flock 
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and the legal circles are preventing tyranny and accom- 
plishing justice in all regions of the country, just as | 
lived and witnessed closely in the Saudi Muslim state. 
For what is a justification of the rebellion of a few 
individuals against the group? Is there iniquity in them? 
Why did they not turn to the ruler? And what is it that 
they want in following another road? The departure from 
the Muslim community is abnormal and represents the 
maximum punishment of its follower based on the 
exalted hadith: “Whoever separates from the group by 
the measure of a hand span dies a pagan death.” 


Vision 


His Excellence Shaykh Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-’Aziz ‘Abd- 
ai-Salam, from the office of His Excellence the Great 
Imam Shaykh of al-Azhar University, in summary, said: 
I followed the details of what was repeated concerning 
five Muslims from among the citizens of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia making an announcement about a legal 
rights committee. And what we know and are closely 
aware of is that the history of the Kingdom, since we 
established it and throughout all its modern evolution, 
preserves the green flag and the saying of “There is no 
God but God and Muhammed is His Prophet.” For it is 
a religious state, not a secular one. The Koran is its 
constitution and the exalted hadith is its spiritual guide. 
And the Holy Koran and the immaculate Sunna certified 
by Saudi Arabia work together with the citizens of the 
Kingdom and with all of the sons of humanity inside the 
boundaries that God granted in all stability and good- 
ness. So the astonishment was great when the organiza- 
tions of the media who hate Islam in general and the 
faithful central role that the Kingdom assumes in partic- 
ular published news of this small group. In the beginning, 
I thought that the matter was a rumor that the instru- 
ments of the Islamic media would disprove in no time. 
But, the surprise was when voices came out here and 
there “courting” the West backing the authors of this 
committee outside of the Islamic community, by all 
measures a rebellion against the group. And we felt at 
first that the originators of the committee had fallen into 
an alien sea maybe without sufficient realization, espe- 
cially that the world “envies” our Muslim sons, citizens 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia because of what God 
gives them in terms of a life of plenty, security, and 
tranquility—and the Saudi organizations made the 
matter clear for their part and their method for reme- 
dying the matter. We decided we have confidence in the 
capability of the Kingdom to ward off the dangers in all 
phases and on all levels. And yet, I am turning with a 
sincere heart to these “departers” that they announce the 
return to the Muslim community and that they submit to 
the rulers in accordance with their legal ranks for study 
of the matter and the quick deliverance from the effect of 
running after the mirage of the West. For Islam is our 
religion and it contains all of the rights of equality and 
consultation. And let us remember always that the true 
Muslim is of the peaceful people of “tongue and hand.” 
So are those who hold fast to God’s divine ordinances 
safe from the mouths of heretics and those who are hired 
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and recruited for the sake of propaganda opposed to the 
Islamic experience. Oh God, keep those who are calling 
to you and those who are working for the application of 
your kind Shari’ah and your divine, holy ordinances. 


An Inclined Ear 


Professor of the Islamic Call of Al-Azhar University, Dr. 
Muhammad al-Bari, said: First of all, I notice that there 
is a vicious campaign targeting Islam and the pillars of 
Islam. And it is a campaign that has used, up until now, 
more than one method and course. The goal behind this 
campaign is the “Westernization” of Islam and its 
molding politically in order to put an end to its substan- 
tiation, which is the certification of God, whose light 
they wanted to extinguish, that was always burning even 
if the infidels hated it. And all that I fear is that those 
who support what is called the committee for the defense 
of rights originate from the melting pot of the pagan 
campaign against Islam. And by the limited news that we 
received, the matter, brethren, is saddening. For the 
Muslim ruler’s obedience is obedience to God and His 
Prophet, and the religious institution rules by God's 
Shari’ah which has offered to humanity for 14 centuries 
what has been confirmed as the most comprehensive and 
the most universal in the way of helping the sons of 
humanity. For why do we think about the Muslim 
human being who observes God’s divine ordinances in 
all his residence- and all his undertakings. | fear what 
frightens me the most—that the West beats the drum for 
this minority and that it finds among the digressors an 
attentive ear... Is there an attentive ear? 


Cleric’s ‘Historic’ Testimony on Punishing 
Apostates 


93LD0028A Cairo AL-NUR in Arabic 30 Jun 93 p 3 


{Court session monitored by Muhammad Hasan Hani 
*Atiyah; place and date not given] 


[Text] In his testimony before the Supreme State Secu- 
rity Court in the case of the murder of Faraj Fawdah, the 
great Islamic propagandist, Shaykh al-Ghazali, empha- 
sized that whoever rejects the application of Islamic law 
is an apostate. He said that some Koranic verses have 
been eliminated from society, e.g., the application of the 
curbing of adultery, inasmuch as God the sublime said: 
“The woman and the man guilty of adultery or fornica- 
tion—flog each of them with a hundred stripes” [Koran 
24:2], whereas positive law says, “if two persons freely 
consent to sexual intercourse, it is not a crime.” 


The shaykh asked disapprovingly, how can a Muslim 
accept this falsehood or be satisfied with this situation, 
and how can I thus be derided if I say that Islamic law 
must be administered!? 


AL-NUR publishes Imam al-Ghazali’s historical testi- 
mony below. 
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Amid absolute silence and great anticipation, the Islamic 
propagandist, his Eminence Shaykh al-Ghazali, entered 
the court room. 


[President of the Court] Your name, age, and occupa- 
tion. 


[Al-Ghazali] Muhammad al-Ghazali Ahmad al-Saqqa, 
72, member of the Islamic Research Academy. 


[President of the Court] What information do you have 
regarding the incident? 


[Al-Ghazali] I have no information. I came at the 
defense’s request. 


Here, the president of the court asked the defense to 
direct its questions to the witness. 


Dr. ’Abd-al-Halim Mandur, the lawyer heading the 
defense, began to question Shaykh al-Ghazali. 


Islam Is a Religion and a State 


[Mandur] Is Islam a religion and a state? What is this 
meaning of this phrase? 


[Al-Ghazali] Islam is a creed, law, religious observances, 
knowledge, belief, a system, a religion, and a state. The 
meaning of this phrase is mentioned in the noble verse 
concerning the utterance of God, the great and mighty: 
“And we have sent down to thee a book explaining all 
things” [Koran 16:89], and, “Shall I seek for a judge 
other than God, when He it is who hath sent unto you the 
book, explained in detail?” [Koran 4:1 14]. 


Islam is a comprehensive religion. Since the call of Islam 
began 15 centuries ago, Islam has been a religion and a 
state in which temporal power has not been separate 
from spiritual meanings. 


Similar texts support this, for example the sublime’s 
utterance: “O ye who believe, fasting is prescribed to 
you” [Koran 2:183], His utterance; “O ye who believe, 
the law of retaliation is prescribed to you” [Koran 
2:178]; and His utterance, “Fighting is prescribed upon 
you, and ye dislike it” [Koran 2:216]. 

In Islam, there is: personal service, such as fasting; 
collective service, such as punishment; and international 
service, such as waging a holy war. Service is one 
although its directions might differ. Also, the longcst 
verse in the Koran is a verse on economic debt. 


Through reckoning and induction, we find that Islam is 
a religion of the individual, society, and state, and that it 
addresses everything related to life and people’s affairs. 


The Application of Islam Is a Duty 
{Mandur] Is the application of Islamic law a duty? 


[Al-Ghazali] The answer is in the Koran, in God's 
utterances: “But no, by the Lord, they have no (real) 
faith, until they make thee judge in all disputes between 
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them, and find in their souls no resistance against thy 

decisions, but accept them with the fullest conviction” 

[Koran 4:65] and “Do they then seek after a judgment of 

(the days of) ignorance? But who for a people whose faith 

* can give better judgement than God?” [Koran 
:50). 


Rejection of the Application of Islamic Law 


{[Mandur] What is the judgment against one who openly 
rejects and mocks the application of Islamic law? 


{Al-Ghazali] Islamic law governed the entire Arab and 
Islamic world until the international, Crusader colonial- 
ists entered. They repealed the types of Islamic legal 
provisions, reprimand, censure, and legal punishments, 
and they ruled the people capriciously, as they pleased. 
Military colonialism was accompanied by cultural colo- 
nialism. Cultural colonialism’s mission is to make the 
people feel at ease about the loss of their laws and the 
suspension of God's statutes. There are many people 
who dispute the authority of Islamic law and want to 
suspend it. One who openly voices this is judged as not 
being a believer, confirming the sublime’s utterance, “If 
any do fail to judge by (the light of) what God hath 
revealed, they are (no better than) unbelievers” [Koran 
4:44]. In another verse, they are no better than “wrong- 
doers” [Koran 5:45], and in a third, they are no better 
than “those who rebel” [Koran 5:47]. 


{Mandur] What is the judgment against one who advo- 
cates replacing God’s commandment with positive law, 
which permits the forbidden and forbids the permitted? 


[Al-Ghazali] God, the sublime says, “Will ye exchange 
the better for the worse?” [Koran 2:61). 


Such an advocate is not an absolute believer. Regarding 
the likes of such people, God the sublime says, “Hast 
thou not turned thy vision to those who declare that they 
believe in the revelations that have come to thee and to 
those before thee? Their (real) wish is to resort together 
for judgment (in their disputes) to the evil one, although 
they were ordered to reject him” [Koran 4:60]. 


{Mandur] Do you consider such advocacy an act of 
apostasy whose perpetrator is to be expelled from the 
religious community? 


{Al-Ghazali] He has publicly and mockingly rejected 
God’s revealed commandment. He must without a 
doubt be expelled from the religious community. 


[Mandur] What is the judgment against a Muslim, or one 
claiming to be a Muslim, who perpetrates this act of 
unbelief, whose nature and aims become known? 


{Al-Ghazali] I refute specious arguments, present evi- 
dence supporting my claim, and elucidate the truth. This 
is my role as a propagandist. I have no right to search for 
faults, because I find no joy in entrapping people. 
Rather, I am a doctor who cures the people’s sicknesses. 
I want to save ‘hem from the germs that almost kill them. 
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If a human being is stubborn or rejects everything that I 
say, and only denies God and his Prophet, I cannot say 
that he is a believer. 


{[Mandur] May one profess faith profusely while openly 
rejecting the application of Islamic law and advocating 
replacement of God’s canonical law with the laws of 
human idols? 


[Al-Ghazali] Regarding this category of people, God the 
great and mighty said, “Of the people there are some 
who say: “We believe in God and the last day;’ but they 
do not (really) believe” [Koran 2:8). 


Some people even used to swear that they were believers, 
but they were excommunicated from Islam due to their 
cowardice and refrainment from defending Islam. The 
ulema agree that faith is doctrine, conviction, and 
action. Our religion’s name is Islam, which means sub- 
mission to God. 


[Mandur] Is one who perpetrates these acts regarded as 
having left the community and apostatized from Islam? 


[Al-Ghazali] Yes, he is regarded as having apostatized 
from Islam? 


(Mandur] What is the legal judgment regarding this 
apostate? 


[Al-Ghazali] He must be called upon to repent. If he does 
not repent, he is killed. This is the general consensus of 
many Islamic jurists. 1 am of the opinion that if an 
apostate flees, he is not to be searched for, because 
society becomes free of the danger that he poses to the 
nation. 


{[Mandur] Who permits the administering of a legal 
punishment against an apostate who must be killed? 


[Al-Ghazali] The judicial apparatus is supposed to per- 
form this function. The implementation of legal punish- 
ments and chastisements and the exacting of retribution 
lie within the jurisdiction of the judiciary, not a few 
persons. In this way, matters do not evolve into chaos. 


{[Mandur] What would happen if the law did not punish 
apostasy, and the judiciary did not implement its verdict 
regarding an act of apostasy? 


{Al-Ghazali] The law would be defective and there would 
be chaos in society. 


[Mandur] Would it still be necessary to administer the 
legal punishment according to its principle? 


{Al-Ghazali] No one repeals God’s commandment. The 
administering of a legal punishment is a duty. 


{Mandur] What if it is administered by an individual? 


[Al-Ghazali] He is regarded as having violated the sov- 
ereign power and done what that sovereign power should 
do. 
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[Mandur] Is he regarded as having violated the sovereign 
power if the sovereign power did not implement this 
legal punishment? 


[Al-Ghazali] Yes, he is regarded as a violator. 


[Mandur] Is there punishment for violating the sovereign 
power? 


[Al-Ghazali] I recall no punishment in Islam. 


At this point, the historical testimony of the great Islamic 
propagandist, Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali, ended. 


Privatization Program’s Objectives Listed 
93AF0700A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
2 Jun 93 p 13 


[Text] London—The Egyptian Government has defined 
six goals of the privatization program it is implementing 
to sell public organizations to the private sector. 


The goals are contained in a guide issued by the technical 
office of the minister of the public business sector. The 
guide is entitled, “Measures and General Guidelines of 
the Government’s Program to Expand the Ownership 
Base, Restructure, and [Provide] Incentives for Workers 


and Management.” 
The program's goals are to: 


1. Increase the capacity utilization rates of public busi- 
ness-sector companies. 


2. Limit the draining of, and make better use of, financial 
resources. 


3. Provide opportunities for intercourse with foreign 
markets, the acquisition of modern technologies, and the 
attraction of capital for investment. 


4. Expand the ownership base among citizens, and 
increase the qualified private sector’s share of national 
investment. 


5. Create jobs. 


6. Allocate the proceeds of the sale [of state enterprises] 
to pay the banks’ debts, and use the balance to increase 
general state budget sources. 


7. Stimulate the money market. 


Fundamenta! Principles 


The following principles will be applied in implementing 
the program: 


1. A purchaser of public business-sector economic units 
is not permitted to enjoy a monopoly in any form. Said 
purchaser must not be granted any protection or special 
advantages, ¢.g., protection from competition, conces- 
sions, detailed prices of inputs, direct government 
financing of loans, or governmental guarantees of 
banking loans. 
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2. A purchaser of public business-sector units shall be 
granted all rights and freedoms granted to private-sector 
companies which are stipulated in laws end legislation in 
effect. In particular, no constraints sh.uil be imposed on 
new purchasers regarding production, and they shall be 
free to determine the optimal size of their labor forces. 


3. Organizational measures and rules which liberalize 
imports and prices, and which remove other obstacles 
impeding competition in the market, will be formulated 
before or concurrent with the transfer of property to the 
private sector, especially with respect to sectors of a 
commercial nature whose products are distributed in the 
markets. 


4. In cases in which the majority of the shares of an 
affiliated company are sold to purchasers from the 
private sector, and the holding company maintains a 
minority share, the holding company may not enjoy 
special voting rights, unless the affiliated company is of 
special importance to the state. It is understood that any 
special voting right shall be stipulated clearly and agreed 
* in advance with the purchasers of shares offered for 


5. If it is decided to offer an affiliated company or its 
shares for sale, no additional investments may be made 
for expansion purposes. Investment shall be limited to 
maintenance work and the implementation of said com- 
pany’s restructuring plan. 


6. A sale shall be effected in cash, or in the form of an 
exchange of the value of shares sold for all or part of the 
company’s liabilities. In exception to this, shares may be 
sold to workers by installment, in which case, ownership 
of the shares shall not be transferred to the purchasers 
until the agreed value has been paid in full. 


Components of the Program 


To increase the participation of individuals and the 
private sector in public companies, the government's 
annual program will offer for sale shares or components 
of at least 25 companies. The same number of companies 
will be offered yearly from 1992-93 to 1996-97. The 
following will be offered: 


1. Holding companies’ shares in the capital of joint 
companies subject to Law No. 230, and stock companies 
subject to Law No. 159. 


2. Holding companies’ shares in the capital of affiliated 
companies which are subject to Law No. 203, and in 
—* the private sector has held a share since they were 
ounded. 


3. Holding companies’ shares in the capital of affiliated 
companies which are subject to Law No. 203, and which 
are owned fully by the holding companies. 


4. Assets which affiliated companies specify to be offered 
for sale (stores, production lines, hotels, etc.). 
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The annual program includes the offering of the shares of 
at least ten affiliated companies which are owned wholly 
by holding companies. Units to be sold off will be 
selected from different economic sectors, except stra- 
tegic sectors, according to defined criteria. Each holding 
company will prepare a program and set an offer date 
based on its economic interest, its desire to increase its 
income by transferring ownership, and its desire to 
develop the competitive capabilities and modernize the 
capabilities and products of the companies whose shares 
are offered. 


Obviously, the target of offering 25 companies cannot be 
rigid. It will be increased or decreased according to the 
market’s absorptive capacity, the speed imposed by the 
technical and legal considerations attending the offer of 
assets and shares, and the completion of contracts or sale 
transactions. So far, 45 companies have been selected for 
the program for fiscal years 1991-92 and 1992-93. 


In addition, the offer for sale of state-owned agricultural 
reclamation land, economic projects in the governorates 
that remain unsold, and nonbanking activities owned by 
the Bank of Credit and Agricultural Development will 
proceed. The private management of several public 
hospitals or parts of them will also be tried, and oil 
product distribution stations owned by companies affil- 
iated with the Public Oil Authority will begin to be 
offered for sale, lease, or use by contractors. 


The government will study the possibility of the private 
sector’s participation in investments in public utilities 
through the private sector’s construction of electric 
power plants, drinking water plants, roads, and wire and 
radio communication centrals. The idea here is to take 
advantage of other countries’ experiences in planning 
and implementing this type of private-sector participa- 
tion. 


The Government's Strategy 


In implementing this program, the government will 
make efforts along three main lines: 


1. Encouragement of competition in the economy, and 
the inducement of public business-sector companies to 
operate in a competitive, open market. 


2. Encouragement of citizens to participate in economic 
development through the purchase of shares and assets 
offered for sale. 


3. Exploitation of the private sector’s management abil- 
ities and expertise. 


lee ne aie 


It is difficult for the capital market to absorb a large 
volume of companies’ shares within a short time, regard- 
less of the shares’ anticipated value. It is therefore 
necessary to formulate implementation plans and a 
temporary arrangement to effect them. The government 
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has decided to adopt the following two methods in the 
case of companies subject to Law No. 203: 


1. The private ownership base shall expand as an auto- 
matic response to market demand, or, affiliated compa- 
nies will be asked to become private companies if they 
wish to do so to develop their capabilities and increase 
their efficiency and profitability. 


2. A group of units will be selected each year according to 
defined criteria. A list of units nominated for the project 
will be announced yearly until the project’s overall goals 
have been achieved. 


In the short term, the capital market should not be 
expected to absorb the large volume of shares whose sale 
has been decided, because an increase in supply will 
inevitably affect share prices and shareholders’ income. 
Therefore, we advise good planning, monitoring of the 
market conditions, and selection of a favorable time. 
The companies’ management will strive to prepare the 
market and prompt it to respond by: 


1. Responding immediately to demand as it rises in the 
market. 


2. Annually announcing companies whose property or 
shares are being prepared for sale. 


Holding Companies 


Holding companies shall implement the agreed program 
to expand the private sector’s participation in the own- 
ership of public investments under the business sector 
minister’s supervision. They may seek the assistance of 
experts as needed. 


Affiliated Companies 


The management of affiliated companies may sell or 
lease any of those companies’ assets or production lines 
to implement the decisions of their boards of directors 
and general assemblies pursuant to Law No. 203. Man- 
agement may also submit recommendations to holding 
companies to sell some of their shares to workers, and it 
may also present to the boards of directors and general 
assemblies offers submitted for the purchase of shares or 
stocks in joint companies in which they hold shares or 
stocks. 


Expansion of Private-Sector Participation 


The intent of this program is to fully grant an opportu- 
nity to individuals and private firms to take possession 
of the government’s investments in public business- 
sector companies, and the investments of public-sector 
companies in joint companies, except companies whose 
ownership is to be retained based on strategic consider- 
ations. 


Excluded from this definition are public-sector compa- 
nies not subject to Law No. 203, and financial organiza- 
tions subject to the Banks Law. 
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Selection of Affiliated Companies 


The companies to be included in this program will be 
selected as follows: 


1. Holding companies will annually prepare a list of 
companies which they deem qualified for inclusion in 
the program, and the reasons justifying the selection, at 
least three months before the fiscal year starts. 


2. These lists will be presented through the technical 
Office to the business sector minister for review before 
they are presented to the boards of directors and general 
assemblies of the companies. 


In making their selections, the holding companies will be 
guided by the following criteria: 


1. Priority is to be given to profitable small and medium 
projects which are operating in markets pervaded by 
competition, and which are not in need of partial or full 
restructuring. In addition, these projects should prefer- 
ably require investments to remedy the effect on their 
activity on the environment. 


2. Investment in the selected companies should offer 
economic benefit and realize a cash flow surplus. Also, 
the basic indicators of the selected companies should 
demonstrate the strength of their financial positions. 


3. The rate of return realized during the years preceding 
the sale should suffice for investors, the debt-property 
base ratio should be acceptable, and financial indicators 

ing the use of funds and capacities should clearly 


operating efficiency. 


4. The work environment of these companies should be 
stable, they should not have a monopoly, and they 
should be able to operate in a highly competitive market. 


5. The selected companies must not enjoy any special 
privileges granted by the government that can be sus- 
pended in the future. 


6. The amount of social problems in the company must 
be limited, and the company must enjoy good, stable 
labor relations. 


Use of Funds Received 


The Egyptian Government has obtained from interna- 
tional development organizations and bodies funds for 
developing the management of public investments and 
increasing their efficiency. Holding and affiliated com- 
panies can use a portion of these funds to finance the 
expenditures needed to implement the plans that they 
are preparing to sell property and shares to the private 
sector. 


Use of these funds is conditioned on the company’s 
obtaining authorization for its sale from its board of 
directors (and general assembly if required by law) and 
on the company’s having completed preparation to start 
the sale. 
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Sale Method 


A sale shall be effected by the following means, sepa- 
rately or in combination: 


a. The sale of assets, shares, or stocks shall be effected 
through an invitation to submit purchase offers. The 
largest possible number of competing offers should be 
encouraged. 


b. The offer of shares for sale on the securities exchange. 


c. Inducement of workers and members of boards of 
directors and general assemblies to purchase shares 
offered for sale. 


d. Encouragement of negotiations and the conclusion of 
contracts to lease out available capacities that can be 
operated by private-sector concerns able to operate them 
more efficiently and obtain better output and income, 
and the t of management contracts for 
facilities and assets if said contracts result in the mod- 
ernization of capacities and products and achieve a 
better return on invested funds. 


e. Encouragement of contracts to operate, produce, or 
distribute on behalf of another party under its technical 
and/or marketing supervision, when the other party 
owns the name, experience, skill, and ability to operate 
the assets in a better manner (franchising). 


It is possible to benefit from currently available interna- 
tional experience in formulating commercial, manage- 
ment, and operating contracts on behalf of and to the 
credit of another party, inasmuch as the majority of 
these contracts have become semi-formal. The impor- 
tant thing regarding such contracts is to carefully select 
from among prospective contractors after checking their 
expertise, dealings, accomplishments on behalf of others, 
financial ability, and professional reputation. 


Guidelines for Evaluating Offers 


Precedence should be given to the following types of 
purchase offers to attract investors who will participate 
in generating continuous value: 


e The one who submits the offer promises to provide 
ancillary investments. 

e The one who submits the offer makes a commitment 
not to suspend the company’s activity and liquidate 
it. 

e The sale increases competition in the market or 
breaks a monopoly. 

e The one who submits the offer plans to employ [the 
company’s} workers and upgrade their capabilities 
and skills. 

e The sale will benefit society and the area where the 
project is located by prompting the entry of a new 
investor or new investors. 

e The surplus arising from the acceptance of an invest- 
ment offer will be transferred to the state treasury. 

¢ The new investor or new investors will introduce new 
products and activities. 
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e The purchaser will transfer foreign currency to 
finance the assets or share which that purchaser buys. 


Restructuring of Companies 


The restructuring process entails a series of measures 
which aim to correct a company’s technical, economic, 
or financial structures to make the company viable. 
Restructuring is generally effected by changing product 
composition, increasing output and productivity, and 
controlling costs. 


A company will be considered viable from a technical 
standpoint when it possesses production equipment, 
technical expertise, management skills, and manpower 
trained to produce and market commodities efficiently 
under conditions of real competition. 


A company becomes viable from an economic stand- 
point when it achieves a suitable rate of economic return 
due to the interplay of commodity mix, capital cost, 
operating costs, sales volume, and pricing policies. This 
rate is compared with the rate achieved by other com- 
panies operating in the same field, or with the cost of an 
alternate [investment] opportunity for capital. 


Companies Targeted for Restructuring 


There are currently 314 affiliated companies subject to 
Law No. 203 of 1991. Some of them have been selected 
for transfer to the private sector or have actually been 
transferred. A basic principle that should be observed 
with respect to companies slated for transfer to the 
private sector is that they refrain from the conduct of 
comprehensive restructuring processes in those compa- 
nies. However, some investors may deem necessary a 
financial restructuring of manpower redistribution 
before ownership of some companies is transferred. 


Restructuring aims to improve the efficiency of public 
projects and make them viable in the medium and long 
term to thereby help them realize high returns for the 
state balance and national economy. 


Manpower Surplus 


The current existence of a very large manpower surplus 
may cause a declirie in morale, productivity, and product 
quality. Labor Law No. 137 of 1981 prohibits the dis- 
missal of a worker because of economic reasons, the 
partial or full cessation of production, or a change in 
activity, without the consent of a special committee, 
which usually inclines toward maintaining the status 
quo. Also, current legislation makes no mention of 
payment of damages to encourage surplus workers to 
leave their jobs voluntarily and thus reduce the expenses 
of companies experiencing losses. These problems can be 
dealt with through a series of constructive, diverse, and 
positive social programs, which may include: 


Programs to encourage early retirement. 


Distribution of manpower to other affiliated companies 
if the economic benefit of such a measure can be proved. 
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Payment of monetary damages to anyone who decides to 
leave service voluntarily. This must also be linked with 
new wage regulations and incentives to retain the trained 
work force. These additional expenses can be covered by 
surpluses which are realized. 


Preparation of manufacturing training programs that 
focus on specialties needed now or in the near future. 


A program for workers wishing to leave their jobs to start 
small, private projects. Under this program, said workers 
would be given opportunities to purchase several pro- 
duction assets, workshops, and small transport units. 
Also, programs would be set up through the Social Fund 
for Development, the Industrial Development Bank, and 
the Credit Risk Guarantee Organization to finance these 
purchases and assist in the management of these units. 


Development of Wages and Incentives 


When designing restructuring programs, consideration 
must be given to improving the wage structure and 
current systems of incentives to increase the efficiency of 
workers and managers, which will be reflected in the 
company’s economic performance. The promulgation of 
Law No. 203 of 1991 achieves this goal by repealing 
regulations pertaining to the unification of salary and 
wage structures. 


Cases of Liquidation 


The liquidation of a company should be examined if a 
restructuring study shows the impossibility of correcting 
its economic path at a reasonable cost. Liquidation 
orders are issued by the board of directors of the holding 
company. However, the final decision regarding a liqui- 
dation rests with the general assembly of the affiliated 
company. 


If the general assembly decides not to liquidate, the 
decision must contain the legal reasons for not doing so 
and specify suitable alternatives. 


If the general assembly decides to liquidate, Law No. 159 
of 1981 (Articles 137-154) and Law No. 203 of 1991 
(Articles 38-39) are observed, and the general assembly 
must: issue an order to dissolve the company; appoint 
one or more liquidators, and set their fees; establish the 
time period during which liquidation actions must be 
completed; and determine the method by which the 
affiliated company’s assets are sold. 


ISRAEL 


Jordanian Track: Delegitimizing King Husayn 
93AA0137A Tel Aviv NATIV in Hebrew Jul 93 pp 41-42 


[Article by Rafi Yisra’eli] 
[Text] 
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The Dangers of the Settlement With Jordan 


Jubilation has broken out among us over the “‘astonish- 
ing progress,” even to the point of a “breakthrough,” 
with the Jordanian delegation at the peace talks in 
Washington. The jubilation is so great that even Jordan’s 
territorial claims seem like a suitable topic for negotia- 
tion—just as long as Jordan’s willingness to sign a peace 
treaty with us without conditioning it on progress on 
other fronts receives King Husayn’s final approval—and 
in this way, bring to a successful conclusion the courting 
of the Hashemite royal house that Israel has been doing 
ever since it became a state. 


But there is a catch, and it may be that the catch 
overshadows the benefits, because King Husayn has not 
been given some shot in the arm that suddenly makes 
him want to do what he has always refused to do, and the 
prophecy of Isaiah has not suddenly begun to blaze in his 
bones. It is just that his worry for the future of his throne 
is greater today than his fear of a separate settlement 
with Israel, and his dread of the Palestinians is even 
greater than his hatred of Israel. 


Since the day we became a state, our leaders have held 
onto the groundless fallacy that the Hashemite royal 
house is “pro-Western,” “moderate,” and has no interest 
in the struggle against Israel. The facts were slapping us 
in the face, but the pilots of the State in all its govern- 
ments refused to see and hear: ‘Abda’lla did not hide his 
wish to conquer all of Palestine, and even tried to do it; 
at every opportunity, his grandson Husayn has joined 
those inciting war against us and wishing our destruc- 
tion. He joined with Nassar on the eve of the Six-Day 
War, believing Israel’s end was near, and more recently 
cast his lot with Saddam Husayn, when much of the Arab 
world saw Saddam as the new Saladin. 


The “moderate” and “pro-Western” Husayn, who did 
not hesitate to turn to the Soviets in the 1960’s and ask 
for SAM missiles when the Americans refused to let him 
have 1:00k missiles, was not overcome with pangs of 
guilt when he took part, using American weapons, in the 
attack on Israel in June 1967. To this day, his media 
sources still speak of Kiryat Shmoneh as “occupied 
Halasa,” and his borders are as filled with holes as a 
sieve, for goods, oil, and munitions to get through to Iraq 
despite the internat onal embargo against Saddam 
Husayn. “Moderate,” he has never been; he has always 
been on the alert for any opportunity to expand his 
borders and power and receive favors for his coopera- 
tion, to cause us trouble at every step and win the 
affections of the Arab world and the West. It is true that 
he is participating in the multilateral negotiations in 
Paris, but the chief of his delegation, Dr. Sara’una, has 
declared that there will be no direct bilateral negotiations 
or cooperation with Israel outside the framework of the 
multinational commission. 


And how is Husayn being paid back? With the best of 
everything. For instance, after he supported Baghdad in 
the second Gulf war, one might have expected some kind 
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of serious punishment from the Bush administration; 
but no, the opposite happened; right after the war, 
Secretary of State Baker began courting him, and the 
American financial aid that had been temporarily 
stopped was renewed, all in an attempt to harness him to 
the peace wagon. And even Israel, which he so blatantly 
plotted against in the Six-Day War, the War of Attrition 
in the Jordan Valley, and most recently in the second 
Gulf war, continues pretending that the rain is coming 
down, and keeps rushing to his door as though he were a 
natural ally. Israel is letting herself be dragged into 
believing in the false image Husayn has built up in the 
West and giving him what he needs most, but is not at all 
entitled to: legitimacy. 


Legitimacy is the keyword, because Husayn, more than 
ever, senses the fragility of his regime and can feel his 
throne beginning to shake. He has tried all through his 
life to base his rule on his family’s descent from the 
Prophet, but the Islamic Brotherhood movement and 
their allies have come along and taken this religious 
legitimacy away from him; he has tried endlessly to 
foster the Jordanian identity of his country, but the 
Palestinian majority in Jordan, which since the second 
Gulf war has grown from two-thirds to three-quarters, 
has begun to challenge the “Jordanness” of Jordan with 
the sheer weight of numbers. 


Because of fear that the intifadah will spread to Jordan 
and express aloud what he has tried to keep under wraps, 
Husayn already announced in the summer of 1988 that 
he was “giving up” the West Bank, the object of his 
dreams and desires ever since it slipped out of his hands 
in the 1967 war. From his point of view, a truncated 
“Jordan” is better than the growing troubles of Pales- 
tinian nationalism; it is better for him to push the 
Palestinian yoke off onto Israel and demand, together 
with all the rest of the Arabs and the rest of the world, 
that Israel grant the rights of self-determination and 
national independence to the Palestinians, than to find 
himself constrained to really give them anything. For we 
must remember one thing: Husayn is not a state and not 
a people—he is just an illegitimate autocratic regime— 
and if democratization in his country were to take one 
more step forward, there is no doubt that the Palestinian 
majority would go ahead and set up a legitimate Pales- 
tinian government, and the king’s rule would be in 
doubt, unless he agreed to make do with a nominal 
constitutional monarchy. 


The Palestinians, on their side, are not shouting all these 
things out loud, because Jordan, or eastern Palestine, is 
in their pockets in any case; sooner or later it will fall into 
their hands like a ripe fruit. If they made a real case of 
their natural rights to this piece of land, they would be 
accused of exaggerated ambition, of wanting to achieve 
national realization in two and a half countries (Jordan, 
the territories, and half of Israel, which on the one hand 
the Palestinian Arabs of Israel claim “belongs to all its 
inhabitants,” and because of their identification as “a 
national minority” on the other hand—a definition that 
effectively turns Israel into a binational state). Therefore 
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they concentrate their efforts, diplomatic and otherwise, 
on “freeing the territories,” and thus they shift the entire 
burden onto Israel. 


If Israel were lured, under today’s circumstances, into 
stepping through the opening that seemingly has opened 
up before her, this would serve the goals of Husayn and 
the Palestinians. For then there would be clear recogni- 
tion by Israel of the legitimacy of Husayn’s regime, of his 
kingdom as a separate state that does not take its 
Palestinian majority into consideration. The Palestinian 
problem would remain an open wound that most of the 
nations of the world would support trying to heal, and 
since even Israel would have recognized Husayn’s state 
as a separate entity, it would seem clear that an end to 
the suffering of the Palestinians would not be forth- 
coming except in the territories, and except from the 
hands of the Israelis. 


The entire idea of autonomy, therefore, is really nothing 
but putting a bandaid on a wound. In the end, it will 
have to lead to the creation of a second Palestinian state 
that can be nothing but harmful to Israel, for not only 
would Israel be faced with two Palestinian states, but 
irredentism within Israel would ultimately endanger its 
survival even within the truncated territory it wouid 
have left. This is the real significance of the “break- 
through” we are heralding: It is just one more trap likely 
to turn into suffering that will last for generations. 


With so many negatives, we are badly in need of some- 
thing positive. Because there is no likelihood that the 
Palestinian question will be solved in any way except on 
a national basis, i.e., through a Palestinian state deriving 
its legitimacy from the right of the Palestinians to 
self-determination, with no more empty words about an 
absurd autonomy in the territories, our interests lie in 
placing on the table a comprehensive solution to the 
Palestinian question, which will take into account not 
only the Palestinian people (in Jordan, the territories, 
and Israel), but also the entire territory of Palestine (the 
Land of Israel, as we call it in our language), both west of 
the river and east of it. 


In other words, if we were to give in to the dictates of the 
Arabs and the world, and agree to an autonomy that 
would lead to a Palestinian state in the territories, cut off 
from the eastern side of the Jordan, perhaps we would 
bring relief to one-third of the Palestinian people (1.8 
million out of 5.3 million), but the other two-thirds 
would remain oppressed and exploited refugees. Is this 
what we cal! a solution? And who but Israel would be 
blamed for the lack of a solution, even after a mini-state 
like that was established? Therefore, all the parts of the 
puzzle should be placed on the negotiating table with the 
Palestinians: all parts of the land of Israel and all of the 
Palestinian population in them. 


Instead of waving the traditional three refusals in the 
Palestinians’ faces: no Palestinian state, no right of 
self-determination, and no Israeli retreat from every inch 
of the territories, it is certainly possible in this way to do 
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something about the Palestinians’ basic claims, while 
carefully guarding reciprocity and equality between our- 
selves and them: 


A. The Palestinians have the right to self-determination 
as a people, on the condition that they recognize the right 
of the Jewish people to self-determination, by explicitly 
nullifying the passage in their covenant that explicitly 
denies that Israel has the same right. This is the test of 
the validity of the covenant for the future. 


B. The Palestinians are entitled to choose any represen- 
tatives they please, including the PLO, on condition that 
they also recognize the national liberation movement of 
the Jewish people—Zionism. Because in that way, they 
would nullify 15 out of 33 passages in the Palestinian 
covenant that speak of the liquidation of Zionism, 
passages which until now have not been nullified or 
amended by the PLO. This is another test of the cove- 
nant’s validity for the future. 


C. The Palestinians have a right to all of the Land of 
Israel (Palestine) just as we do. Out of the conflicting 
rights of the two peoples, the owners of this great land, 
we must reach a compromise over how it is to be 
divided: the Palestinians have the right to claim what- 
ever part they wish, and everything is open to negotia- 
tion, and we also may claim whatever part we wish. The 
agreed-upon border will also take into account their right 
to a state to the east and south of us, in all parts of the 
territory of the Land of Israel, and also our right to 
survival, and to defend ourselves within the borders 


necessary for our protection. 


D. After the border that will redivide the great Land of 
Israel between the two peoples has been drawn, the 
residents from each side who remain in the sovereign 
territory of the other side (including the Israeli Arabs and 
Jewish residents of the territories) will have the chance to 
sell off their property and move to their own countries, 
or remain where they are and swear allegiance to the new 
state, as a condition for full citizenship, or keep the right 
to live in their settlements, while keeping political ties, 
including citizenship, to the country across the border. 


This outline for settling the conflict with the Palestin- 
ians, including those living in Jordan and Israel today, 
although they are problematic and complicated, do have 
hidden in them hope for a solution in the long run, and 
also the promise of a turning-point in diplomacy now. 
Which is not true of other interim solutions, such as 
autonomy, being offered today. For an interim solution, 
by its very nature, should bring us halfway up the road 
toward the final goal, but autonomy cannot be consid- 
ered such a step, because concerning what should happen 
afterwards opinions are divided: complete sovereignty 
after five years (or if possible, less) is the interpretation 
of the Palestinians and their Arab and other supporters; 
and something much less is the interpretation of Israel, 
which would remain isolated and be forced to give in to 
the international consensus. However, immediate recog- 
nition of Palestinian rights, at the same time recognizing 
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that the Jews have similar rights, would show a clear 
direction towards complete sovereignty by the two 
nations over the Land of Israel/Palestine, with the entire 
land divided between them. 


Those who delude both themselves and us that it will be 
possible to keep anv ther nation (both the Arabs of the 
territories and the Israeli Arabs) under Israeli rule indef- 
initely, whether by force of the present status quo or by 
force of the proposed autonomy, would do better to 
begin paying attention quickly to the national, ethnic, 
and religious awakening shaking a world that has been 
sleeping (Russia and her satellites, Yugoslavia, etc), and 
wake up themselves to prevent this calamity from over- 
taking our land, before things get beyond our control 
altogether. 


Shoval on Future of Likud, Peace Process Strategy 


934A0138B Tel Aviv NATIV in Hebrew 
July 93 pp 36-40 


[Article by Zalman Shoval] 


[Text] The next Knesset elections are set to take place 
only in another three years or so, but a large political 
party, which is also the leading opposition faction, must 
be prepared to assume power at any time—whether as a 
result of early elections or because of a change in the 
current Knesset constellation. 


When we say “prepared,” we do not mean, of course, the 
very willingness of a political movement's leaders to take 
responsibility for fixing policy, making decisions and 
executing them, in short, government power (and “prep- 
aration” is not always a word whose meaning is apparent 
in itself), but rather, primarily, that it be capable of 
fashioning policy positions, in good time, on the prin- 
cipal political, economic and social issues. 


I am referring not to a “platform” (in any event, expe- 
rience proves, and not only in Israel, that once a party 
takes power, even platforms are sometimes draped in 
sheets...), but to parameters and anchors for policy in 
action when the time comes. Accordingly, our subject is 
not detailed policy and, for tactical reasons, it is desir- 
able that it not be, but a navigation chart by which the 
future leadership will steer the ship of state. Someone 
may say, and rightly so, “Wait, everything could change 
before then”; but a political party cannot rest on its 
laurels, particularly if some of those laurels have long 
since grown moldy. Thus, the organizers of the Likud’s 
first convention did the right thing when they made its 
centerpiece a political discussion (too bad they didn’t do 
the same for economic issues). 


In the last elections, the Likud paid for its mistakes (one 
of which, incidentally, was that it did not know the 
correct way to present the not insignificant achievements 
of the government then in office), and even more than 
the public wanted to award victory to the Labor Party, it 
sought to punish the Likud for its backbiting and internal 
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feuding. Those are not the only causes; the traumas of 
the “Scuds” (and the use that the left made of those 
traumas for political ends), and the sorry state of rela- 
tions with the previous American administration also 
did their part in bringing about the “reversal.” If the 
public punished the Likud, however, it is doubtful that it 
gave itself a true accounting of the risks the state faces in 
its successor to power. The current government is 
accused, and justifiably to a large degree, of not telling 
the public the truth. And not just in the election cam- 
paign, for the pattern of distortion and misleading 
remarks in fundamental matters continues even today, 
although—and I do not say this as a compliment— 
sometimes the distortions and half-truths derive less 
from a desire to deceive and conceal than from the 
absence of a clear political line and from doubts gnawing 
at the self-confidence of the decision makers arising from 
an inability to analyze correctly the goals of our Arab 
neighbors or, not to be mentioned in the same breath— 
of our American friends—and of course, of sometimes 
conflicting goals sought by the prime minister, on the 
one hand, and the left-dovish majority ~f his government 
and party institutions on the other. 


I do not seek to focus, however, on criticism of the 
current government, but rather on the question, where 
will the Likud lead the nation and the state on the 
political plane when it returns to power? How, for 
example, does the Likud see the future of Judea, 
Samaria, and Gaza, or our relations with Arab states and 
the Palestinian Arabs who live in Judea, Samaria and 
Gaza? What are its watchwords? Has it given itself any 
reckoning of what might be useful and possible and what 
not? Policy is not merely the “art of the possible” but 
also the art of recognizing the impossible and preventing 
the undesirable. It is relatively easy to agree among 
ourselves, or among a majority of ourselves, on what is 
wholly unacceptable from our point of view; no exclusive 
Arab sovereignty in any of the territories of Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza; no return to the 1967 borders; no 
concessions on the indivisibility of Jerusalem and our 
sovereignty over it. But on the other hand, most of us 
also do not desire a situation in which, for instance, 40 or 
more Arab delegates will sit in the Israeli Knesset-—more 
than a third of the parliament! There are political move- 
ments in Israel, from right to left, that contend that they 
have answers to all the problems. These “answers,” 
however, are usually only answers “‘at first blush;” in 
other words, they do not stand the test we cited of the 
possible and the desirable. What unites both ends of the 
political spectrum in Israel is that both want to get away 
from the Palestinians—whether by transfer of the popu- 
lation or transfer of the territories. But the Likud, as a 
responsible party, is obliged, as it was in the past, to find 
the right political, legal and security formulas that will 
enable the state of Israel to secure its rights and objec- 
tives throughout the land of Israel—without impinging 
on its primary mission as a Jewish and democratic state. 
Our forefathers, it is true, did not immigrate here “in 
order to establish a democracy” but to found a state for 
the Jews, as Ari’el Sharon puts it, but not only does no 
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contradiction exist between the two (and even Ariq, of 
course, did not mean to say that), but without the 
first—democracy—the life of the state would be 
impaired. Democracy and the desire not to rule over 
another people, however, do not necessarily lead to the 
mistaken conclusion that every minority, or even a 
particle of a nation, has the right to ‘‘self- 
determination,” that is, to a sovereign and separate 
political existence (and what would the Jordanians say if 
the right of self-determination were granted to the Pal- 
estinian majority living among them’). 


Everyone understands today that if “Chinese walls” 
were again to partition the different elements of the land 
of Israel, it would be impossible to solve the water 
problem, or the issues of the environment, or, of course, 
the economic straights of the Arab population of the 
“territories”; but only a few are ready or able to translate 
this objective reality into a practical political prescrip- 
tion. The propositions advanced by the constituent par- 
ties of the current government are, therefore, character- 
ized not only by a willingness to yield on vital Israeli 
interests but also by flight from objective reality. 


“We must separate,” says the left. But what, in plain 
Hebrew, is the meaning of that slogan in the existing 
reality if not almost total withdrawal to the “Green 
Line” with, at the most, insignificant border modifica- 
tions according to the “Rogers Plan’? The historical 
MAPAI [Party of Eretz Yisra’el Workers—forerunner of 
Labor] often spoke of “another dunam [1/4 acre] and 
another dunam”’, and although the political right at the 
time mocked that slogan, we see with hindsight that it 
took expression in “another Jewish settlement and 
another Jewish settlement” on the land and in “another 
fact and another fact” for political purposes. How ironic 
that it seems now that the left has adopted the same 
slogan for itself, but only as the converse. In other words, 
we must hurry, run—another dunam, many dunams, to 
give and give away more “territories” for “peace,” to 
surrender another important strategic achievement of 
the Six-Day War—and, most of all, quickly! For none of 
this, as though this were the case, has any defensive value 
in the modern age. 


When national goals become fuzzy, it is no wonder that 
even Israel’s hard and fast political and legal positions 
gradually erode. The Arab side, and it is not alone, has 
been making an effort in recent years to distort and 
pervert the Camp David accords while also striving, not 
without success, to plant in international consciousness 
the baseless idea that the sole interpretation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 242 is “territories for 
peace,” and, it is superfluous to add, in all areas and in 
full. Observe the uncompromising positions of the 
Syrian president in this context: “Full peace only in 
exchange for total withdrawal,” and he does not hide the 
fact that he means not only the Golan Heights but “all 
the Arab territories.” 


To this end, our enemies enjoy not insignificant assis- 
tance from Israel elements working to strengthen the 
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Arab positions, whether out of muddled thought and 
naivete or conscious purpose. At the same time, the 
Palestinians are also toiling to change, after the fact, the 
ground rules and terms established for the Madrid Con- 
ference, which were intended to guide the entire process, 
while their main struggle centers on efforts to force Israel 
and the United States to agree to turn over most of the 
territorial authorities in Judea, Samaria, and Gaza to a 
Palestinian body yet to be created, and this during the 
interim stage. 


To prevent any misunderstanding, | must state that the 
government does not actually identify publicly or for- 
mally with these Palestinian demands (although there 
are signs of “unraveling” in the firmness of some of its 
partners in this, too) or with the Arab interpretation of 
UN resolutions and some provisions of the Camp David 
accords, which are based on the UN resolutions. How- 
ever, in pronouncements made by some of its leaders 
and ministers, in dribbles to Israeli, Jewish and world 
public opinion, in hints conveyed to the Americans and 
sometimes even directly to the Arab side, it is possible to 
create an atmosphere leading to a reality closer to the 
Arab interpretation. One stage in the Arab political 
strategy to be expected may be an attempt to undermine 
a number of other principles of the peace process, such as 
a given that was unshakable until now, providing that the 
negotiations on a permanent arrangement would begin 
only in the third year of the interim agreement. 


When we contemplate these clear Arab goals, it confirms 
the conclusion that Israel, especially Israel, must con- 
tinue to stand firm on what was agreed to at Madrid, on 
our understandings with the United States reached 
before Madrid, and most definitely on the Camp David 
accords. We should not, of course, announce here and 
now, in public, what exactly will be the precise nature of 
things when negotiations reach the “permanent arrange- 
ment” stage, but we must insist on the obligatory prin- 
ciple of “open options,” the common thread binding 
together everything agreed to in the past. Thus, it is odd 
that we sometimes hear voices, even in the Likud, 
seeking to annul Camp David, a result which, if accom- 
plished, would play directly into the hands of the Arabs, 
who have always opposed the accords. As a matter of 
principle, too, we must hope that a Likud government 
would not unilaterally abrogate international agree- 
ments, all the more so agreements that were signed by 
the government in power, but what is most important is 
the content and not the form. 


The Camp David accords did not speak of Israeli sover- 
eignty, just as they did not speak of Arab sovereignty. In 
any event, the term “sovereignty” depends on clarifica- 
tions and substantive analysis even from the point of 
view of Israel’s interests. But if we argue that our 
position is that, according to these agreements, Jews will 
never again be considered “strangers” in any part of the 
land, and that security in the future will be our prerog- 
ative, and that only Israeli interests will determine where 
Israeli defense forces will be located, this would be 
consistent with the Camp David accords in both letter 
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and spirit. So too if on security we have said that Israel’s 
decisions on defense issues can never depend on the 
good will of an Arab entity; that is, that the state of Israel 
need never require the consent of the Palestinians as to 
where and when we shall station IDF [Israel Defense 
Forces] units or military posts of this sort or another. 


What’s more, we neither wish nor are able to rely in these 
matters on the United Nations or even on our American 
friends, not only because of the principle espoused by 
every Israeli government that we do not want young 
American men and women to risk their lives on our 
behalf, but also—whether judging by hints dropped by a 
senior State Department official or in light of what has 
happened in Bosnia—the readiness of the United States 
to undertake military obligations in hot spots will, in any 
case, be more circumspect than it was in the past. Must 
we, then, concede out of our own mouths the “special 
security zones” established in the Camp David accords? 


Regarding the settlements: At the end of Camp David, 
President Carter, it will be remembered, argued about 
them with Prime Minister Begin and Foreign Minister 
Dayan. The subject of the dispute at that time, however, 
was the continuation of the freeze on establishing new 
settlements and not settlement itself. Indeed, there is 
absolutely nothing in the accords that can be construed 
as a prohibition of settlement activity in Judea, Samaria, 
and Gaza. In the future as well, Jewish settlement in the 
“territories,” both urban and rural, must be an essential 
component of fortifying Israel's security map. Do I mean 
every last settlement without exception? Definitely not 
(but one may not conclude from this, of course, that 
settlements lacking a security dimension possess any- 
thing less than a full right to continue their existence), 
but without any settlement, there is no doubt that Israel's 
security will be more vulnerable. As the late Moshe 
Dayan once put it: It is the Jewish civilian presence in 
Judea, Samaria, and Gaza, in addition to direct strategic 
advantages, that constitutes the foundation without 
which even the presence of the IDF will not be assured 
for long. When, therefore, the Prime Minister says that 
no settlement fulfills a security function, that not only 
turns a blind eye to security needs but raises an obstacle 
before our political negotiating teams both now and in 
the future. We will be told, “You yourselves say that 
none of the settlements serves a security function—so 
why are you so stubborn about the settlemenis in the 
Jordan Valley, for example, or Ma’aleh Adumim?”’ 


While in office, President Bush sought to convince the 
Israeli public and friends of Israel in the United States 
that “geography”—that is, the “‘territories’—again 
would have no value in any future war. But what to do 
with the fact that all the wars of recent years, including 
those now raging, seem not to have been “convinced” of 
this theory? These wars have been completely conven- 
tional, decided on the ground in the most conventional 
of ways: so it was in the “Gulf war” and so it has been in 
the wars in the Caucuses and Yugoslavia. “Scuds” do not 
determine wars, tanks do, Dan Shomron once remarked 
while serving as Chief of Staff. And he was right. Must 
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we learn from this that we have nothing to fear from 
missile attacks or unconventional means of warfare in 
our region? By no means. That would be a conclusion as 
dangerous as it is mistaken. The state of israel, however, 
has answers for that, too, including “answers” that can 
be given even before the event. But it is precisely Israel's 
ability to deter the use against her of such means of 
warfare (and it may be that this fact prevented the use of 
chemical warheads during the Gulf war, against both 
Israel and the coalition forces) that makes all the more 
likely that any future wars in our region will be of the 
type in which “geography” and topography, and the 
strategic depth that allows the IDF to mobilize its 
reserves and so on, will be of decisive importance! 


While we are taking note of missiles and unconventional 
armaments, it seems to me that we are witnesses in these 
times to a new “conception” of Syria. According to this 
way of thinking, Syria is so committed to peace that not 
only does no reason any longer exist not to hand her the 
Golan Heights but also there is no cause to fear her 
massive weapons acquisition program. That program, it 
will be recalled, includes ““Scuds” of an advanced type, 
launchers, aircraft, tanks, and investments in chemical 
and possibly even biological warfare. It would require a 
large measure of innocence or willful naivete not to ask, 
against whom will all this sophisticated arsenal of death 
be turned if Syria really is so committed to peace? 


Israel possesses more than sufficient answers for every 
potential threat, especially given the fact that Damascus 
no longer enjoys the shelter of a Soviet “umbrella” as it 
did during the Six-Day and Yom Kippur Wars. None- 
theless, questions as to Syria’s true intentions remain. 


The government contends, as we all know, that it wants 
to achieve peace with the Palestinians (and also with 
Syria) “without repeating the precedent of Sinai.” But 
even without going into the demagogic aspect of this 
contention, or dealing with the question whether or not 
“Rabin has a mandate,” the strained attempt to equate 
two incomparable matters is transparent and exception- 
ally crude. Sinai was an integral part of Egypt; Judea, 
Samaria, and Gaza have never been the sovereign terri- 
tory of any Arab state. On the contrary, even according 
to exacting legal standards, as noted by one of the world’s 
foremost experts on international law, Professor Eugene 
Rostow, Israel’s claim to all parts of the former British 
mandate west of the Jordan is equal to, if not greater 
than, that of any other party (thus, one could also argue 
that application of UN Security Council Resolution 242 
to Judea, Samaria and Gaza is not automatic, for there is 
a difference between withdrawals from territory once 
ruled by a recognized sovereign state and those that had 


no sovereignty). 


Aside from the various legal aspects, however, does the 
government really seek to convince the public that any 
similarity exists between the hundreds of barren and 
sparsely populated kilometers of Sinai’s expanses cov- 
ering our south and our situation in the east, where the 
border between Israel and a political Palestinian entity 
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controlled by the PLO and/or Hamas [Islamic Resistance 
Front] would be marked out just 30 minutes driving time 
from Tel Aviv, five minutes from Ben-Gurion Airport 
and a second and a half from Jerusalem? 


As for the scale of the withdrawal, what is already clear to 
the Palestinians is still shrouded in fog for the Israeli 
public. We shall never hear from the lips of any official 
spokesman that this government intends to go back to 
the pre-1967 green lines, which Abba Eban once 
described as “Auschwitz lines.” Instead, they will speak 
about “territorial compromise” and portray the Likud as 
the party of “not one inch,” unwilling to concede any- 
thing for the sake of peace (and we must assume that if 
“peace” were put to a national referendum, the issue 
would be presented to the public in this distorted fash- 
ion). Without getting deeply into the inquiry whether a 
territorial compromise along the lines of the “Alon 
Plan,” for example, would serve Israel's interests, 
including her security needs, or whether such a plan was 
ever relevant as a basis for peace negotiations with the 
Arabs (every Israeli government, including Begin’s, 
offered to discuss a territorial compromise with Jor- 
dan—and was turned down!), it is certainly true today 
that no plan exists for a meaningful territorial compro- 
mise (let us not speak of nearly total surrender of Judea, 
Samaria, and Gaza) as a realistic option for a settlement 
between us and our neighbor to the east. This is the 
message that the Likud must hammer into the public’s 
mind so it will be able to recognize, before it is too late, 
the true gravity of the alternative that the left is offering. 


The Israeli left reaped a not insignificant propaganda 
success when it succeeded, sometimes with the aid of 
statements made by persons associated with the right, in 
making people forget in large measure the fact that it has 
been Likud governments, not the Labor alignment in its 
various incarnations, that so far have taken the most 
productive steps towards Israeli-Arab peace: Camp 
David, the peace with Egypt (there is, indeed, a legiti- 
mate debate over whether the interim agreements of the 
first Rabin government advanced or delayed peace), the 
Madrid Conference and the current peace process. Thus, 
the Likud, even now as well as when it returns t> power, 
must convince both the Israeli public and those who 
determine American policy and public opinion, and 
even the Palestinians, that a government under its lead- 
ership would be more capable than a leftist one of 
conducting negotiations with the Arabs and achieving a 
stable and lasting peace. The fact that the current Israeli 
Government sometimes seems frantic in its pursuit of 
peace does not prove the contrary. Indeed, just the 
opposite. When we speak of peace, we mean real peace as 
Ben-Gurion defined it, not agreements that, more than 
they amount to genuine peace treaties, are merely pre- 
scriptions for evacuation orders containing the seeds of 
the next war. Also peculiar, if only for the simple reason 
of conducting skilled and professional negotiations, are 
the new and incessant pronouncements by government 
officials (and even odder that men in uniform sometimes 
fall into line behind them) that unless peace is achieved 
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“immediately,” “within nine months,” or “by the end of 
the year at the latest,” a new war will break out at once! 
These assertions have no basis in reality; but suppose 
that this were, in fact, a true assessment of our situation. 
What use would it be to ourselves or to peace id we, by 
our own hands, aid the Arab side in its psychological 
war, and in particular President Asad, whose goal is to 
lower the morale of the Israeli public and gnaw away at 
our positions in the negotiations, unless there were also 
elements in Israel, such as “Peace Now,” who desire the 
same goal? 


When the peace we have yearned for appears on the 
horizon, it is very easy to be seduced by rosy delusions 
and even infect others with them. Indeed, if we can 
believe those in charge at the Israeli Foreign Ministry, 
the Middle East is on the verge of a vision of peace for 
the end of days; all that is needed to cchieve it at last is 
one more small step by Israel: a concession here, a 
concession there—and everything will be fine! As laid 
down by the Foreign Minister and his ¢eputy, it is only 
Israel that can and must give, not the Arabs.... 


Most unfortunately, however, the region in which we live 
is still very far from the ideals of peace and stability. It is 
not simply that part of the Arab world, and perhaps even 
most of it, stil! has not reconciled itself culturally and 
mentally to the permanent existence of a Jewish state in 
a region that, according to its view of things, is Arab- 
Muslim, but that the perpetual instability that character- 
izes the Middle East is the consequence of neither the 
Arab-Israeli dispute nor of the Palestinian problem. 
Even after we have signed peace treaties with some of the 
Arab states, and even after an acceptable settlement is 
found that both Israel and the “central stream” (if there 
is such a thing) on the Palestinian street can live with, 
even then peace will depend on Israel’s ability to beat 
back, quickly and forcefully, any Arab attempt to renew 
their aggression against it. As for the second circle, that 
is, the more distant Arab-Muslim periphery, peace will 
be measured by the extent to which it neutralizes the 
waves of instability that saboteurs from such states as 
Iran and Iraq will continue to create. Although there is 
no dispute that agreements with Arab states, even if only 
a few of them, will help achieve these goals, that too, in 
light of experience, must not be exaggerated. 


The threats emanating from Iran and the Islamic funda- 
mentalists through which Iran “molds” her strategic and 
political objectives, and from Iraq as well, ought to 
concern Israel. Every Israeli government, and certainly a 
government with sharper political sensitivities than 
those of the current administration, will diligently nur- 
ture a range of options, political or otherwise, to contain 
these threats. The strategic relationship with the United 
States is one of those options and, as I have said, we must 
not give up on attempts to promote understandings and 
cooperation with pragmatic and secular Arab states 
—2 well-founded fears of these actors surpass their 
ear of us. 
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In this context, too, however, the current government 
suffers from warped logic; suppose Israel yields the 
“territories” and returns to the 1967 lines and that, as a 
result, we sign peace treaties with our neighbors—will 
the potential danger from the “troublemakers” around 
us then recede? Absolutely not, and there exists a rea- 
sonable probability that the reverse may occur, so that 
Iran, and perhaps Iraq, and their allies, grow stronger 
and whip up their believers into blocking any positive 
development contrary to their objectives. To that end, 
they would devote their best efforts to fomenting and 
instigating, whether directly or indirectly, acts of aggres- 
sion and sabotage against Israel. Of course, such strikes 
could be seven times as effective and dangerous were 
there to be a withdrawal to the old, porous borders and, 
as a result, the territory under Palestinian control 
abutted most of Israel’s central areas. 


One further matter: The United States. Without the 
slightest doubt, relations with the current American 
administration, at least in atmosphere, are better than 
those of the previous years although, in practice, the 
Bush-Baker period was the one that, for Israel, yielded 
concrete results that the current administration may find 
difficult to equal (there are explanations for this par- 
adox, but this is not the time or the place to spell them 
out). Yet for all the essential baggage of the good will 
towards Israel now existing in the Clinton administra- 
tion, power does not last forever, and this rosy state of 
affairs could be impaired in the future by a series of 
causes relating to America’s internal situation and her 
inclination to concentrate on domestic affairs, or to such 
developments or others in the peace process. Not every- 
thing said or done by people in the Likud in recent years 
about America necessarily goes down well with a bal- 
anced and prudent political approach, even if there may 
have been “provocations” for them, but, on the other 
hand, surely there was no reason to “suspect” the Bush 
administration, which always demonstrated a fair and 
evenhanded approach towards the Shamir government; 
but statecraft is not a matter of sympathy and antipathy, 
and certainly not of ignoring the facts of life. 


It may be that, as in other eras, there is someone in 
America who would like to place Israel on a lower level, 
to change the “special relations” between the two coun- 
tries and the two peoples to something special, and there 
are some in Israel, too, political elements on the left, who 
encourage such trends. Because of the subject’s impor- 
tance, the Likud must, therefore, make its first priority in 
international relations a deepening of the friendship with 
the United States, with the leaders of the Democratic 
administration and the Republican party alike. 


While we are on the subject of America, I must add a 
word about American Jewry. For the sake of advancing 
its factional and party goals, the Israeli left did not flinch 
in the past, and is not refraining now, from attempts to 
divide American Jewry. According to the well-known 
Leninist adage, whoever is not for us is against us. If they 
succeed in this, it will cause immeasurable harm, not 
only to the state of Israel, for which Jewish solidarity was 
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one of its firmest mainstays even during the darkest of 
days, but also even more so to the future of the American 
Jewish community itself. That solidarity, and mobiliza- 
tion on behalf of Israel, is becoming more and more the 
main glue holding together the disparate factions and 
constituent parts of American Jewry. Accordingly, the 
Likud must work with all its energy against these 
destructive tendencies. 

This article deals with foreign affairs, but even in this 
context it is important that the Likud, in its new config- 
uration, identify more clearly than it did in the past how 
its positions on social and economic questions differ 
from those of the Labor Party which, despite all its 
diversionary and camouflage tactics, even today is not 
giving up its traditional positions of political-economic 
power. When we speak about values that we and Amer- 
ican society hold in common, this subject cannot remain 
merely a matter of words. For beyond any mutual 
strategic interest, the two nations together must also 
firmly establish identification with such values as 
democracy, individual rights, the rule of law and basic 
ethical norms. 


All these are the identification marks of a party planted 
in the center of the political map, which is the Likud’s 
natural place. Incidentally, there is no contradiction 
between liberalism in domestic affairs and “hawkism” 
on issues of security and foreign affairs. To Americans, 
of all peoples, that can be easily explained. On the eve of 
World War II, Senator Taft, an arch-conservative, was 
what we would call today a “super dove,” while Presi- 
dent Roosevelt was a fierce hawk. 


As someone who is not a determinist, I will make no 
attempt to predict future political developments with 
certainty, but we may assume that the intense crisis 
besetting the left all around the world will not skip over 
Israel, particularly taking into account the fact that the 
current government has “succeeded,” in a relatively 
short time, in making itself loathsome to many of those 
who voted for it in the last elections. Unlike in the 
United States, France and Italy, security issues and 
foreign affairs in Israel will continue to be of central 
importance in political life. And it is clear already that 
the left will do its best to cling to government while 
bandying the slogan of “peace.” 


The danger is that, before the public demands new 
elections, decisions will be made by the left during its 
twilight that may be difficult, if not impossible, to 
correct for years to come. That is the <:_nger, and there is 
no answer for it other than persistent and resolute efforts 
to advance the date of the next elections, on the one 
hand, and, at the same time, forge the Likud into a 
credible, pragmatic and responsible alternative. 


Affect of Der’i Trial Affect on Future of SHAS 


93AA0119B Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Weekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 25 Jun 93 p 8 


[Article by Na’omi Levitzky] 
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[Text] Of all crises that SHAS [Torah Observing 
Sephardim] has undergone, it is the present one that is 
the most serious and most difficult of them all. We are 
no longer talking about one of Shula’s self-expressions or 
of quarrels with Rabbi Shakh and his people, nor of 
altercations with Gush Emunim people. These were 
merely a rehearsal for that which awaits SHAS in the 
coming weeks and months. Because, now, in the shadow 
of the threatening Der’i episode, the moment of truth is 
approaching, the moment of great introspection: to be or 
to cease. 


SHAS is presenting a seemingly united front; 
unwaivering support for Der’i. They all, seemingly, have 
been urging Der’i to remain in the government. In 
actuality, very quietly, with utmost secrecy, they are 
dealing with the ultimate question: Who will be the man 
to sit on the king’s chair in the Ministry of the Interior; 
who will Rabbi "Ovadya Yosef indicate as an alternative. 


Even the rabbi’s wife, Margalit Yosef, is involved. On 
Wednesday, the SHAS leadership met at Der’i’s home. A 
meeting that turned into a demonstration of collective 
support. Rabbi Yosef and venerable Kabbalist, Yitzhaq 
Kaduri, age 97, took the trouble, in an extraordinary act, 
to go over to the minister's house. When the festival 
sounds were over and Rabbi Yosef returned home, the 
rabbi’s wife asked him, immediately upon his return: So, 
who will replace Der’i? 


“We are not talking about this now,” the rabbi answered 

her. But in SHAS’ betting halls they are talking about it, 

and how. The truth is that they are practically talking of 
nothing else. When Rabbi ‘Azran was asked this week 

who the man was, he answered: “Do not worry, the 

situation is not hopeless.” Afterward, they said in SHAS - 
that he was rebuked. This was the first breach, however 

small, in Der’i’s SHAS retention wall. 


At the close of the administrative meeting at the home of 
the Minister of the Interior on Wednesday, the guys 
decided to organize a spontaneous demonstration of 
support for the evening hours, adjacent to the minister's 
home. They thought that they would mobilize a multi- 
tude to lift his spirits, and they worked on this for hours. 
Toward evening, when they saw that the business was 
not really moving, they contacted Member of Knesset 
(MK) Shlomo Benyizri and asked for his help. 


Benyizri is a religious man and Rabbi Albez’ emissary to 
the Knesset, a member of The Council for Torah 
Scholars, and has control over a yeshiva for repenters. 
When energetic manpower is required, Benyizri can 
deliver the goods. His group operates in the orthodox 
arena, in an elegant manner. On the same evening that 
they turned to him and asked for him to send reinforce- 
ments, Benyizri stammered that he could not, that he 
would have to ask for Rabbi Albez’ authorization, and 
Rabbi Albez—what could be done?—was in Eilat just 
then. 


Whoever knows Benyizri knows that. even in the excuse 
department, they would be rolling over hysterically after 











only test for our in it.” It may be assumed that 
oye oor remaining in 1 ay eae 
an alternative to Der’i, and quickly. 


In contrast, Rabbi Shabtay Aton, who is also a member 
of the Council of Torah Scholars, is pushing SHAS out 
with all of his might. From the very first moment, he was 
not comfortable with SHAS joining Rabin'’s government. 
What is there between us and MERETZ, he said, what is 
there between us and the Labor party. A simple man, 
very rightist in his opinions, who wants only one thing: 
To get out. 

Since the establishment of the government, Rabbi Aton 
has distanced himself from Rabbi Yosef and almost 
completely cut himself off from the council of scholars. 
During the last Aloni crisis, when, for a moment, it 
appeared that SHAS was on the way to departing, Aton 
moment when a solution to the crisis was found and 
SHAS remained in the government, Rabbi Aton 
returned to being angry and distanced himself. 

Most ironically, it is Rabbi Aton’s son, ‘Agiva, who is 
considered to have the best chance to inherit Der’i’s 
chair. The differences in opinion between father and son 
were not born yesterday. Aqiva Aton, in contrast to his 
father, is moderate from all aspects. If SHAS were not to 
exist, it is possible that he would find his place in a 
movement such as Meymad. 


He was born in Jerusalem 39 years ago, studied at Rabbi 
Shakh’s Ponibo Yeshiva, and, later at a yeshiva in 
Hebron, where he became acquainted with Arye Der’i. 
Upon completing his studies at the yeshiva, he went to a 
technological school, a type of college that grants a 
bachelor’s degree. He studied electronics and computers, 
but did not complete his degree. 
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When Refa’el Pinhasi served as Minister of Communi- 
cations, he asked to appoint 'Aqiva Aton as chairman of 
Bezeq. Immediately, a scandal heated up, and a com- 
mittee that Yosef Harish, the legal counsel to the gov- 
ernment, appointed to check the appointee’s quali 
tions, disqualified him as a political appointee. Aton was 
hurt deeply into his soul, left for private business, and 
swore never to come near politics again. 


But, decisions aside and life aside; Aton again is finding 
himself in the eye of the storm. He is considered Der’i’s 
confidant, extremely close to him, and is considered to 
be well accepted by Rabbi Yosef, as well—an essential 
condition for the heir. He was head of the founding team 
for YOM LEYOM, the SHAS newspaper, and, currently, 
he is its publisher and chairman of its management 
board, in a manner of speaking. 
Even in the office of the prime minister, Yitzhaq Rabin, 
he has already been singled out. Suddenly, without prior 
ins, Aton was invited to the prime minister's home 
for the gathering of presenting the book of the govern- 
ment’s achievements to the country’s president. Aton 
reacted like one who does not understand what is wanted 
from him. Afterward, he stiffly announced that he would 
not be coming. 


Aton says that there is no way that he would accept the 
job. From his point of view, he is not a candidate, despite 
the fact that he knows that his name is known here and 
there. “I am not going to drown my life in political filth,” 
he told me this week. “It is not for me, and I am not 
made for this. I know simply that they would bring me 
out on a stretcher, in the end.” 


[YEDr'OT AHARONOT] How would you behave if 


Rabbi ‘Ovadya asked you, or, rather, charged you with 
the mission, according to the verdict of the movement? 


[Aton] I have never refused Rabbi Ovadya Yosef's 
request, but I have always come to an agreement with 
him. I would ask him to release me from this; I would tell 
him that it would cause me harm. It really would cause 
me harm. I have never acted as a political factor in 
SHAS; I have always been on the sidelines, and that is 
where I would like to remain. 


Aton is convinced that he will succeed in convincing the 
rabbi to let him be. After all, he says, this sort of this has 
happened before. When SHAS received a foothold into 
the Ministry of Religion, Rabbi Yosef and Der’i 
appointed him director. They asked him, explained how 
important it is, but Aton did not give in. Honor my wish, 
he told them. And they did. 


But, now, we are talking about a different opera, and, in 
this crisis, which is destined to continue for many 
months, SHAS is in real danger of breaking apart. 


The Labor Party heads are looking from the side with 
real concern, and they have good reason for this. Aside 
from Tzomiet, there is no other party based so much on 
one man. If Der’i leaves the game, SHAS will have to 
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check and see whether it still exists. If they are alarmed 
in SHAS, they are hysterical in the Labor party. Anyone 
who knows someone who knows someone who knows 
*Ovadya is checking the pulse and sending messages that 
the rabbi must immediately appoint not one, but two 
ministers: someone to take over Der’i’s job, as well as a 
minister in the Ministry of Religion. After all, Pinhasi is 
involved in criminal actions and he is in the Ministry of 
Religion on borrowed time. 


And Der’i, this everyone knows, is the man who is really 
navigating all of the courses. It is a little funny to hear 
him say that the rabbi is not permitting fim to quit, for, 
in his case, as every knowledgeable SHASnik knows, the 
following verse abides: Make yourself a rabbi. Der’i 

influences the rabbi more than the rabbi influences 
Der’i. Even if the rabbi were the one who made the 
determinations, Der’i is the one who supplies the fuel, 
the information. In the Labor party, it is believed that, if 
two SHAS ministers were to serve in the government, 
even Der’i would find it hard to pull them out. 


Der’i, for his part, knows exactly were to press. In the 
two latest Aloni crises, he almost succeeded. In the first 
crisis, about eight months ago, after Aloni gave his 
opinion of the memorial prayer, SHAS prepared to make 
a little noise, just to frighten. But they understood very 
quickly there that Deri was suddenly [half of word 
missing] in live fire, leading them by the nose outside of 
the government. 


In the latest crisis surrounding Aloni, the story repeated 
itself like a broken record and, this time, Der’i almost 
succeeded in torpedoing the compromise. 


Government ministers also discerned that, in the past 
government meetings, Der’i suddenly took an extrem- 
ist’s line on the subject of peace. If a few months ago, he 
was the distinct opposition to the action in Lebanon, 
now he appeared as the defender of the settlers. In the 
last meeting, Der’i told Rabin: I hope that in the current 
round of talks, there will be no concessions. 


There are ministers who fear that Der’i will hitch a ride 
on the political process in order to break the package 
apart. And, now, after the bill of indictment against him 
is prepared and ready, his colleagues fear more than ever 
that, if he falls, he will take SHAS with him. 


The nightmare looks approximately like this: The Der’i 
episode will crush SHAS from within. Six Knesset mem- 
bers will, indeed, be in the plenary session, but activity in 
the field will be totally die off. The first defeat will occur 
in November, in the local elections, and in the upcoming 
Knesset elections, SHAS will totally disappear from the 
map. 


For this reason, they are seeking solutions. Rabbi Yosef 
*Azran, for example, is trying to make contact with 
Maxim Levi from Likud, for the establishment of a joint 
bloc for the upcoming elections—SHAS and people of 
the Levi camp. About one month ago, one of those close 
to Der’i led a proceeding for the appointment of Rabbi 
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Ma’ya as Minister of Religion. Ma’ya is considered both 
a scholarly and personable figure. Decent, despising 
intrigue, and not seeking a career. He has brought an 
intelligence capacity, not ego, to this business. But poli- 
tics were loathsome to him. From the moment he set foot 
in the Knesset, he wanted to leave. 


About two weeks ago, on the background of the dismissal 
of the director of the Ministry of Religion, Rabbi 
Shim’on Ben-Hayim, his good friend of 30 years, he went 
to Rabbi Ovadya and asked to be let go. “Please erase 
me from your book,” he told him. Rabbi Ovadya 
refused. Now, when Ben-Hayim is staying on in his job, 
the proceeding to bring Ma’aya into the Ministry of 
Religion has again opened up, if and when Pinhasi will 
be forced to leave. 


The big problem is in the Ministry of the Interior. In 
addition to ’Aqiva’ Aton’s name, other names have been 
rolling around. Based on ability and talent, it must be 
said, it is difficult to find an alternate to Der’i in SHAS. 
There is talk of Moshe Elmalih, an attorney from Ash- 
dod, director of El Hama’ayan; talk of attorney Sini 
Gilbo’a, acting mayor of the municipality of Petah 
Tiqva; and they have even mentioned Moshe Hava, who 
had been a deputy to the head of the budget branch in the 
treasury. 


But Der’i has still not gone anywhere; he is playing for 
time. If he goes to a hearing, it will be a long hearing. 
Afterward, the Knesset will go to recess. After that, there 
will be the holidays. And after that, great God. 


When the celebration is over and there is no choice other 
than to leave as he was obliged io do, Der’i will begin 

ing behind the scenes. For this reason, there are 
those who think that it is preferable not to appoint any 
other minister from SHAS, to leave the situation as it is, 
to freeze the picture. “If Rabin was to preserve his 
government,” says a source very close to Rabbi "Ovadya, 
“he would be smart not to press for an alternate to Der’i. 
When someone takes his seat, it will be difficult for Der’i 
to stand to the side and not undermine it. When 
someone else starts to amass power and Der’i prattles all 
day long with his defense counsel, attorney Dan Avi- 
Yitzhaq, he will not be able to stand it. He even will not 
be able to absorb the minister of religion.” 


But the real fear is actually of Rabbi "Ovadya Yosef’s 
reaction. From his viewpoint, SHAS and Der’i are one 
and the same. Der’i is the glue, Der’i is the driving force. 
There is already a prepared script at SHAS, and it looks 
approximately like this: Der’i goes, Rabbi Ovadya loses 
interest. He closes himself off, refuses to receive people, 
sinks into complete apathy. SHAS crashes and returns to 
Bney Braq, straight into Rabbi Shakh’s arms. 


Now, more than ever, the fate of SHAS is dependent of 
Rabbi "Ovadya Yosef. And if anything from the above 
script occurs, the Der’i episode will turn into SHAS’ 
tragedy, and, even more, into Rabbi ‘Ovadya Yosef's 


personal tragedy. 
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[Box, p 9 by M. Shelo} 


Make Yourself a Rabbi, It Is Worthwhile 


“I am prepared to quit, to remove my immunity, and 
stand trial,” says the suspect minister, Arye Der’i, “but 
Rabbi ‘Ovadya will not let me.” 


“Why will he not let you?” one asks. 


“We cannot grasp and understand the thought of the 
great, which is knowledge of the Torah,” the suspect 
minister says rolling his eyes toward the heavens. 


And thus, nestled safely within a perfectly logical loop, 
the minister, in the meantime, remains in the govern- 
ment. 

In the military, the classic difference in motivation is 
well-known, which is worded as follows in one of the 
oldest Hebrew texts: 


“It is not that I do not want to, commander, and it is not 
that I cannot, commander, I simply am not interested, 
commander.” 


And thus, this week, an important variation was added 
to this argument: “I do want to, commander, and I can, 
commander, and I am also interested, commander, but, 
commander, my rabbi will not let me leave the govern- 
ment, commander.” 


That is, if up until now, the rabbi has served as judge and 
teacher, from now on, those loval to him have also 
turned him into the ministry for the distribution of 
remuneration and exemptions. And all of the demands 
and claims that the secular and—do not forget— 
Ashkenazi, law turns over to the Ministry of the Interior 
must be directed to him. 


This method, of course, can be adopted and placed in 
many areas of life. All that is needed is to find a rabbi 
who agrees to hold, with the one who is interested, the 
reciprocal relations that the rabbis and Der’i have 
between themselves. Even now, there are rabbis who will 
grant you an exemption from the payment of duty tax to 
the Zionist state, and an exemption from military ser- 
vice, so I assume that it would be easy to find another 
rabbi who would enable you to recite the following text, 
too: 


“Honorable judge, in my opinion, bank robbery is also a 
most disgusting deed, and I think that it terribly wrong 
that I am doing this, but my father did this, and my rabbi 
told me that I must honor my father, and | cannot 
undermine the decisions of my rabbi.” 


And in this spirit, it is possible to continue to supply 
additional rabbinical exemptions: 

I want to obey the traffic laws, but, for some reason, my 
rabbi will not let me travel slowly in a built-up area. 


In my opinion, every one must pay for national insur- 
ance, but my rabbi is opposed. 
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I, personally, think that every citizen must serve in the 
reserves, but—what can I do—my rabbi thinks other- 
wise. 

And, of course, in order to return the Torah to its storage 
area [as published]: “It is not that I do not want to, 
commander, and it is not that I cannot, commander, and 
it is not that I am not interested, commander, it is my 
rabbi who does not permit me to do more than three 
sit-ups, commander.” 


And, in essence, this is the time to establish a new stream 
in Judaism, and, perhaps even a new religion, whose 
basic principle would be: “Whatever is hateful to you, do 
not do to yourself.” 


Either way, Minister Der’i was not so cautious this week, 
and when he finished praising, lauding, exalting, and 
elevating his rabbi, he began to speak evil of the secular 
judges, who are “like me and like you,” just people, and, 
therefore, their decisions are influenced by public 
Opinion and by that written in the newspapers. 


And, therefore, it must be said to Minister Der’i, simply, 
that this country, which up until now has given him 
honey, and now is also pulling out a thorn from his side, 
is still being conducted according to civil law, and it has 
judges. And that, just like Rabbi ‘Ovadya, who learned 
the religious law well, and is a great and important 
scholar of Jewish law, these judges are great and impor- 
tant scholars of civil law. One became an expert in 
religious law and they became experts in civil law. And if 
they, like all people, have human weaknesses, then it is 
enough to see Rabbi ‘Ovadya’s devotion to his mantle 
and his fur hat, the same external effects of his previous 
clerical rank, from which he finds it so difficult to part, 
in order to prove that he is not superior to any secular 
Israeli judge in any way. 


This is not to say that inappropriate motives, God 
forbid, are controlling the decisions of the Honorable 
Ga’on of Rishon Letziyon in an acquittal. I, for example, 
did research and found that “accepting something by 
fraud,” is equal to the numerology “Our Rabbi Arye 
Der’i forever,” and another 18, so that we are not just 
talking about another honorable ga’on. [End box] 


Construction Industry Employment Since Closure 
Reported 


934A0102B Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Financial 
Supplement) in Hebrew 8 Jun 93 p | 


[Article by Tzvi Elosh] 


[Text] The construction sector has absorbed 18,000 
Israelis since the closure began, as a direct result of the 
need to overcome the problem caused by the absence of 
construction workers in the territories, reported Bin- 
yamin Ben-Eli’ezer, construction and housing minister, 
at a press conference held yesterday in B’er Sheva’. 
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Fu’ad [Ben-Eli’ezer] praised the Israeli contractors, 
saying they have done an excellent job of understanding 
the depth of the revolution taking place in the construc- 
tion sector and in the Israeli economy as a whole, and 
that they are properly readying themselves for the 


coming changes. 


According to the construction and housing minister, the 
construction sector today has available to it—in addition 
to the aforementioned 18,000 Israelis—another 25,000 
construction workers who hold passes which allow them 
to come in from the territories, and also 6,000 foreign 
workers—who are actually “worth” double that number 
because of the regulation that every contractor must hire 
an Israeli for every foreign worker he employs. 


Fu’ad went on to say that he is working intensively to 
bring down apartment prices in the center of the country 
by flooding the market with low-priced lots, by econom- 
ical construction, and by a change in the mortgage 
system. He says the intention—at least in the center of 
the country—is to make it possible to receive a mortgage 
by putting up just the apartment without other collateral, 
the way it is usually done in the rest of the world. 


The construction minister also reported that of a reserve 
of approximately 44,000 new apartments in state hands, 
the ministry has successfully sold 14,500 so far, by 
means of a variety of sales. A third of the apartment 
buyers are new immigrants; a third are young Israeli- 
born couples; and the last third are people who have had 
to move to the town where the apartment is. 


Fu’ad also mentioned that in another two to three weeks’ 
time, teams from his office will be set up in 15 trailer 
camps, overseeing the evacuation of the camps and 
taking care of the sale of ministry apartments to the 
people leaving the trailer camps. 


Local, Mediterranean Free-Trade Zones Described 


93AA0II0A Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in Hebrew 
15 Jun 93 p B2 


[Article by Yerah Tal] 


[Text] With the government’s decision yesterday to 
create a free-trade zone, Israel will join an expanding 
club of nations that have established or are about to 
establish such zones. Some 160 free-trade zones are now 
in Operation around the world. The pioneer of free-trade 
zones is Taiwan while the most commonly followed 
model is that of free-trade zones jointly operated by a 
number of states. Among the plans on file prepared for 
the day peace comes in our region are some for con- 
verting the entire eastern basin of the Mediterranean Sea 
into a free-trade zone that would include Israel and her 
Arab neighbors. For the time being, however, we will 
have to be content with a limited free-trade zone in the 
Negev or the Galilee. 


Examples of free-trade zones are the port of Liverpool in 
Britain, Hong Kong, Ceuta (the French enclave in 
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northern Morocco) Tangier in western Morocco, 
Gibraltar, Singapore and Eilat. There are other free 
zones in Ireland, Mexico, Mauritius, Jamaica, Costa 
Rica, and even China. In contrast to these, which are 
duty-free zones where goods can be sold free of custom 
charges, the trade zone to be established in Israel will 
permit free production and export; in other words, it will 
be an export industry zone offering incentives to inves- 
tors. A free-trade zone also must be distinguished from 
free-trade agreements, which are compacts establishing 
mutual customs duty exemptions between signatory 
nations. Israel already has such agreements with the 
United States, Europe, and Japan. 


The most common new model is the free-trade zone 
established on a regional basis. The most famous of them 
is NAFTA [North American Free Trade Agreement], the 
free-trade agreement between the United States, Canada, 
and Mexico, which was signed in 1990. The largest 
trading bloc in the world is the European Community, 
while Japan and other Asian nations, whose economies 
are growing rapidly, are beginning to look like a distinct, 
if unofficial, regional group. Nor can one forget Anz- 
charta, the trade agreement between Australia and New 
Zealand; Caricom [Caribbean Community and 
Common Market}; and Akwas, the economic commu- 
nity of West European Nations. The European Free 
Trade Association, EFTA, with seven member states, has 
signed free-trade agreements with Israel, Turkey, the 
Czech Republic, Poland, and Hungary. 


With the end of the cold war and simultaneous delays in 
negotiations over eliminating trade barriers around the 
world, these agreements were made on the commercial 
side of what was called the “new world order.” Former 
U.S. President George Bush had a vision of a free-trade 
zone extending from Port Barrow in Alaska to Patago- 
nia, at the extreme edge of Argentina, linking all the 
nations of North and South America in a web of com- 
merce and democracy—one America. Free trade 
throughout the American continent, argue its supporters, 
will channel investment and technology to the nations of 
South America and provide American corporations an 
advantage in setting up new businesses on the continent. 
Eventually, as they see it, free trade will lift millions of 
people from the poverty in which they are now mired. If 
growth in Latin America reaches an expected rate of 4 
percent per year during this decade, and liberalization of 
the terms of trade continues, annual Latin American 
imports will increase to $170 billion by the year 2000 
and the United States can expect that its portion of this 
growth will be $70 billion per year. 


Despite the popularity of free-trade zones and their rapid 
spread, however, there is sharp disagreement over their 
economic value. Opponents ridicule a continental Amer- 
ican trade bloc as castles in the air or, even worse, a 
nightmare. In their opinion, NAFTA will undermine 
wages for blue-collar workers and environmental quality 
standards in North America. If a free-trade zone should 
arise across the continent, American businessman will 
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establish operations in poor countries and thereby bring 
wages levels down even further. 


The greatest opponents of free-trade zones, therefore, are 
trade unions, which fear that these zones will be 
exploited to employ workers at low wages, and environ- 
mental protection organizations, which contend that it 
will be impossible to assure adequate oversight in oper- 
ations established in trade zones. The zone planned for 
Israel has aroused similar fears. The American pro- 
moters who intend to establish businesses in the trade 
zone have demanded that it be exempt from minimum 
wages and laws governing work conditions, such as the 
Saturday closing regulations. To the ir great sorrow, how- 
ever, the proposal that Treasury Minister Avraham 
Shohat has presented the government sets forth that all 
Israeli labor laws will be applied to the free-trade zone to 
prevent exploitation of workers. But as a result, econo- 
mists argue, the Israeli free-trade zone may lose some of 
its attractiveness because high wages will make it diffi- 
cult for businesses in the zone to compete. To this, the 
Treasury replies that Israel will still be attractive to 
investors because it is possible here to employ a doctor of 
physics or mathematics, for example, at half or even a 
third of the salary in the United States. 


Large Western and Japanese corporations have, indeed, 
increased their investments in free-trade zones. German 
companies, for example, are boosting their investments 
in Mexico and Brazil, and Japanese corporations are 
establishing a massive bridgehead in Britain. According 
to opponents of free-trade zones, they represent eco- 
nomic imperialism of a new type. Because of doubts 
regarding the utility of free-trade zones, the Geneva talks 
on a global free-trade agreement have been bogged down 
for two years. Fears of free-trade zones, however, may be 
exaggerated. After long years of misgivings, as a result of 
which the European Community systematically barred 
the entry of American goods, American imports to 
members of the Community have doubled during the 
last six years. 


A strong argument in favor of free-trade zones can be 
found in a book written by Kent Oye, director of the 
Center for International Relations at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. Oye casts doubt on the wide- 
spread idea that blocs of trade zones worsened recessions 
around the world during the 1970's. He points out that 
the Smoot-Hawley tariff act of 1930 raised tariffs on all 
imports to the United States at a time when other 
nations were more selective and kept duties low for their 
neighbors or former colonies. The result was a drop in 
imports from the United States. American exporters 
formed a lobby and obtained enactment of the free-trade 
agreement of 1934, on the basis of which the Roosevelt 
administration conducted negotiations over deals with 
France and 10 Latin American states. 


The effectiveness of free-trade zones is limited if they are 
not part of a free-trade agreement. Officials at the Israeli 
Treasury, however, believe that zones free of bureau- 
cratic obstacles are a tested means for encouraging 
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investment. Perhaps one may serve as the cornerstone 
for a regional free-trade agreement to be signed, when 
the day comes, between Israel and her neighbors. In that 
event, it may be possible to pull from their drawers still 
other plans, such as one for converting the Qishon port 
to a free port that will serve both Israel and Jordan. 


Until then, however, the captains of Israel’s economy 
will have to overcome far more prosaic problems, such as 
stopping smuggling, preventing hazards that endanger 
the environment and a solution to the problem of 
establishing preferred ventures in the heart of develop- 
ment zones. One must hope that the finance minister 
and his staff will learn from earlier free-trade zones now 
operating around the world, for they have proved that a 
free-trade zone can easily be perverted from an eco- 
nomic boon to a zone of exploitation by private pro- 
moters lining their pockets at the expense of cheap labor. 


KUWAIT 


Lawyer Demands End to Ban on Newspaper 


93AE0555B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
29 Jul 93 p 4 


[Article by Hamad al-Jasir] 


[Text] Kuwaiti lawyer Salah al-Hashim will file a law- 
suit—which is quite unique—against the information 
minister, al-Shaykh Sa’ud Nasir al-Sabah, requesting the 
end in Kuwait of the ban on the newspaper “26 FAB- 
RAYIR.” 


In a telephone communication with AL-HAYAH, al- 
Hashim indicated that, despite the fact that al-Shaykh 
Sa’ud had not issued a decree banning the newspaper yet, 
“the lawsuit will be filed against him as he is the 
information minister and is still hindering procedures 
al-Hashim had taken for ending the ban on the paper and 
obtaining licensing for its publication.” 


The newspaper “26 FABRAYIR” was first published 
one day after the liberation of Kuwait from the Iraqi 
aggression on 26 February 1991; it was named after this 
date. A number of Kuwaiti journalists had volunteered 
to manage and distribute the paper. However, it was 
banned after articles criticizing the authorities were 
published in it. 


Salah al-Hashim indicates that ‘a newspaper interview 
with the former defense minister Nawwaf al-Sabah with 
regards to his responsibility vis-a-vis the Iraqi aggression 
had been conducted and published in the paper. The 
article also reflected the opinions of those young officers 
who had been extremely angry for having not been given 
the chance or the means of gaining the honor of 
defending the homeland.” 


Only 15 issues had been published before the 26 FAB- 
RAYIR was banned. The reaction to its ban was big. A 
spokeswoman for the White House had described the 
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ban as “a dangerous retreat from promises for democ- 
racy that the Kuwaiti Government had made.” 


Those in charge of the newspaper continued, in vain, to 
try to end the ban. Al-Hashim declares that, in compli- 
ance with the Kuwaiti law for publications, he submitted 
a request on 7 April to the information minister 
requesting a license to publish a political daily evening 
newspaper by the name of “26 FABRAYIR.” 


According to the law, al-Hashim filed a complaint on 12 
May, since 30 days had elapsed after the request was 
submitted and no answer for accepting or rejecting it had 
been received; however, though the minister should have 
responded within two weeks, he did not. 


A Lawsuit Against the Information Minister 


Al-Hashim adds that he filed a “lawsuit against the 
information minister, since he is considered—according 
to the law—the one who grants or refuses the right to 
obtain a newspaper publishing license.” In the lawsuit, 
al-Hashim requested the annulment of the administra- 
a that had been issued to ban the 26 FAB- 


Al-Hashim considers his request for the republishing of 
the newspaper different from about 157 other requests 
for newspaper publication that the information minis- 
ter’s office has received since the liberation of Kuwait 
two years ago. He claims that this difference is due to the 
fact that “90 percent of those requests are in connection 
with commercial press projects based on taking advan- 
tage of the 120,000 dinars ($400,000) annual govern- 
ment newspaper subsidy. Besides, the government offers 
those newspapers other facilities, such as granting of 
land lots. The remaining requests belong to political 
groups and trends in Kuwait.” 


Lawyer al-Hashim adds: “26 FABRAYIR is very dif- 
ferent. It was an actual reality. Some of its issues were 
published and filled the media vacuum that immediately 
followed the liberation war. Because we demand an end 
to the ban, we are not requesting from the state any kind 
of subsidy. We are only requesting licensing its publica- 
tion.” 


Team Studies Joint Airline With Syria 


93AE0555A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
4 Aug 93 p 11 


[Article by Fadiyah al-Zughbi] 


[Text] The Kuwaiti and the Syrian airline corporations 

have formed a team that has started a feasibility study 

for the establishment of a joint Syrian-Kuwaiti airline on 

> same lines as the Egyptian-Kuwaiti airline “al- 
huruq.” 


Ahmad Hamad al-Mashari, the Kuwaiti company 
chairman of the board of directors and executive officer, 
indicated to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT that the new com- 
pany has as its goals operating long distance flights to 
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Latin America and Australia and the building of a hotel 
in Syria. The company would also establish ground 
services, the location of which (Damascus or Halab) has 
not yet been chosen; it would also establish a planes 
supply kitchen. Al-Mashari added that two days ago, a 
Syrian delegation composed of the chairman of the 
board of directors and the general manager of the Syrian 
airlines had been visiting Kuwait and discussed the 
establishment of this company with the Kuwaiti Airlines 
commercial manager. A work plan has been drawn, 
which starts by carrying out an economic feasibility 
study for the new company. The new team, which has 
already been established, will carry out a field study in 
Latin America, since it is supposed to be the destination 
of one of the new company lines. Al-Mashari indicated 
that they will confer with a legal consultant regarding the 
method of establishing the company: Is it more suitable 
to establish it on the Kuwaiti or the Syrian company 
lines? The company capital will be fixed in the light of 
these studies. 


MOROCCO 


ONA President Discusses Current Operations 


93AF0682A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
21 May 93 p 3 


{Interview with Fouad Filali, President of Omnium 
North Africa (ONA), by Talha Jabril, in Rabat; date not 
given: “Economic Liberalization Has Enhanced Invest- 
ment Lure of Morocco; ONA Will Establish an Arabic 
TV Station in France”) 


[Text] Fouad Filali, President of ONA [Omnium North 
Africa], which is considered to be the biggest economic 
conglomerate in Morocco and North Africa, has revealed 
that the conglomerate is now working on the establish- 
ment of an Arabic television station in France in part- 
nership with a French firm. He also confirmed that ONA 
still wants to buy shares in Radio Monte Carlo. 


Filali indicated in an interview with AL-SHARQ AL- 
AWSAT before setting off on a Gulf tour during which 
he would meet a number of major businessmen and 
investors in Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 
Kuwait, and Qatar, that Morocco is definitely enjoying 
increasing interest on the part of Arab businessmen, 
particularly after the liberalization of its economy and 
the start of a wide-ranging program to privatize public 
companies to strengthen its attractiveness to investment. 


He said that during his Gulf tour he would discuss 
chances of attracting Gulf investments and new partners 
for ONA, in which Arab investors currently own a 14 
percent share. 


ONA was founded by a French businessman in 1924, 
and Moroccanized in 1955; Filali took over the presi- 
dency of the group in 1986. 


The text of the interview follows. 
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Finding Arab Partnerships 


“The fact is,” said Filali of his Gulf tour, “that I have not 
been to the eastern part of the Arab world for a time, 
due to my being absorbed in reorganizing and reformu- 
lating the conglomerate’s strategy. I think that there is a 
growing interest in Morocco among Arab investors, as 
we now enjoy good future investment possibilities, par- 
ticularly liberalizing the economy. A wide-ranging 
program to privatize public companies has begun, and I 
think Morocco has begun to represent an important new 
market of interest to foreign investors. There are Arab 
investors participating in our conglomerate, and we 
would like to look into the possibilities for the partici- 
pation of new Arab partners. 


“It may be noted that Arab investors hold a 14 percent 
participation in ONA’s capital, which has been raised to 
1 billion Moroccan dirhams. 


“I think the important thing is to discover the horizons 
of the future and developing e.onomic relations,” Filali 
added. “Even though political relations between 
Morocco and the states of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
are very close, economic relations are still not very 
ambitious. I don’t think that any success to speak of has 
been achieved in this area. Morocco has still not reached 
the point of true and sound partnership with Arab 
investors, so they have remained cautious about 
investing in Morocco. In the meantime, Morocco has 
focused its efforts on liberalizing its economy and devel- 
oping its abilities and possibilities for attracting invest- 
ment.” 


Addressing some Arab investors’ impressions con- 
cerning obstacles to investing and the limited chance of 
finding first-rate partners, Filali said, “There are great 
investment opportunities in Morocco. Everyone knows 
that. But the problem is that in the past investments were 
made through government channels or through family 
investments, and I do not think these are the ideal way. 
Our conglomerate, on the other hand, has experts, insti- 
tutions, credibility, and the means and the ability to 
attract the investors who are looking for partners who 
can offer them security for their investments, and guar- 
antees regarding the management style for these invest- 
ments. The important thing is attracting the right partner 
who can offer them the security and guarantees that their 
investment needs.” 


Responding to a question on the fields he advises Arab 
investors to get into, Filali said, “I think the important 
thing is the desire to invest; for the investor to be sure 
that his funds will be well managed. As to the best 
investment areas, the best thing is for our partners to 
invest in areas that we know.” 


Such as? 


“I can say that we have many areas. It is likely that we 
will have investors in the financial sector.” 


Banks, for example? 
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“Yes, or any type of financial service or development 

project. This is a sector in which Arab investors have 

parser because they hold investments throughout 
world.” 


He said that ONA’s new strategy rests on reorganizing 
and strengthening the banking sector. This would be 
through the bank that owns it, the Commercial Bank of 
Morocco, which is now the biggest bank in Morocco. It 
was recently decided to raise its capital to $100 million. 


Filali believes it is essential to develop Morocco’s bank 
assets, adding in this regard that ONA has joint ventures 
with American investment banks. He sees the opportu- 
nity for Arab investors to become involved in invest- 
ments in various sectors in Morocco. In this way, 
through these operations, they can participate in the 
privatization process. 

Addressing ONA’s role in reviving the banking sector in 
Morocco, Fouad Filali alluded for the first time to the 
conglomerate’s attempt to save a Moroccan bank that 
had been suffering a crisis. “We were asked to participate 
in the Moroccan Savings and Loan Company because of 
its difficult problems, in order to restructure the bank. 
However, things did not go as they should have, so we 
will not participate in this bank.” 


As to whether ONA would invest in the eastern part of 
the Arab world, Filali says that “at the present time, we 
have no specific project, but if we find partners inter- 
ested in distributing products that can be produced in 
Morocco, we would be interested in investing in product 
distribution networks. What we have done outside 
Morocco so far has been to enter as stockholders in 
foreign companies that distribute our products abroad. 
We are always working to improve the quality and 
variety of our goods; it is an important part of our 
strategy.” 


Filali expressed his pessimism vis-a-vis the expansion of 
ONA’s investments to include the Maghreb countries, 
saying, “We have no projects at the present time, 
because we are waiting for an unambiguous stand from 
the countries of the region. When things become clear, 
we will have an interest in building the Arab Maghreb. 
There are aspirations at the political level, but they are 
only aspirations, and what is needed is for us to develop 
them into palpable realities. Hopes cannot be grasped in 
the field of business and investment; facts alone can be 
the basis. So far these realities do not exist in the Arab 


Maghreb region.” 


Privatization 


Filali confirmed that the ONA group would not take part 
in the privatization process. He had a number of remarks 
about the plan. In this context, he said that “the con- 
glomerate’s position on the privatization plan is clear. 
We are the government’s partners in some sectors— 
prospecting for minerals, for example. If the government 
wants to sell its shares in this sector, we have the right to 
buy. As to the rest of the sectors, we prefer not to 
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participate. We have much we are resolved to do to 
consolidate the conglomerate and evolve its ways of 
doing business. In aid of that we have begun to develop 
our activities outside Morocco. We want to strengthen 
this strategy.” 


But Filali responded smoothly to what had been said 
about the conglomerate’s taking advice from govern- 
ment quarters to stay away from some institutions put 
up for sale as part of the privatization process. “We 
always choose to put ourselves in a position where it is 
necessary for us to take advice. The government asked 
ONA to take part in the privatization process, but we 
preferred to stay out of it.” 


“The problem,” he added, “is that some people do not 
want to take part in the privatization process for political 
reasons or things of that sort. With us, it is that we have 
many things we are resolved to do, so we do not need to 
take part in the privatization process. Clearly we want to 
attract capital and put it to use, in cooperation with 
foreign partners. This is what we are now trying to do 
with foreign investment banks. We believe that we can 
offer our energies and abilities in managing and produc- 
tion to foreign investors to take part in the privatization 
process.” 


As to his remarks on the privatization program, Filali 
said, “It is difficult to pass judgement on the program. | 
think the important thing is that Morocco has taken the 
first steps to liberalize the economy and to privatize. 
However, the timing of the privatization program is not 
ideal, because there is a worldwide recession, so people 
don’t want to invest. More explicitly, investors no longer 
are in the mood to invest; they are inclined, instead, to 
produce and strengthen their financial activities. And 
there are lots of countries privatizing, especially in 
Western Europe, and Eastern Europe. So Morocco has 
many competitors in this field.” 


Even so, Filali believes that all this should influence 
Morocco not to wait, but to get moving on the project. 
He says that the privatization process will give the 
Moroccan economy a new dynamic for action. 


The Conglomerate’s Activities 


ONA has tripled its transactions since 1986; by 1992 
they were worth 16 billion Moroccan dirhams. 


During the 1989-1991 three-year plan, the conglomer- 
ate’s management worked to strengthen and restructure 
its traditional and mining activities and agricultural 
industries. It was reorganized and divided into four 
principal areas: 


The first area is for producing and distributing foodstuffs 
(sugar, dairy products and their derivatives, fish, and 
edible oils) and setting up large distribution groups such 
as Marjan and Macro. 
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The second area is for exploring for minerals, which 
Fouad Filali describes as “a historic activity we want to 
preserve.” 


The third is for offering financial services and activity in 
the banking and insurance sectors. 


The fourth area is communications. In this sector, ONA 
has established a television station, M2, and holds a 
significant share in Mediterranean Radio. Filali says that 
the conglomerate will concentrate on the television field, 
on the basis that “this area has a future in Morocco.” He 
said that ONA is the first Arab conglomerate to establish 
a television station, especially in the Arab world. “There 
are opportunities for attracting Arab partners in this 
area.” 


In the communications field, Filali said that ONA still 
wants to buy shares in Radio Monte Carlo, though he 
indicated that the French radio station is going through 
tough times, “and currently we do not know exactly what 
the French Government intends to do with this radio 
station. The previous government actually wanted to 
privatize it, and I think the present government may 
move in the same direction. For our part, we still have 
the desire and the interest in the subject, but we cannot 
start anything before we know what the situation actually 
is.” 


Filali revealed for the first time that ONA is now 
working on establishing an Arabic television station in 
France, with a French cable broadcasting station. 
Responding to a question about reports that ONA had 
expressed its dissatisfaction, without announcing it, at 
competition from MBC, the Mediterranean Broadcast 
Center, with the Moroccan Channel 2 (M2), which is 
owned by the conglomerate, and which receives its 
programming in partership worth 180 dirhams per 
month, Filali said: “When we established M2, we signed 
an agreement with the Moroccan Government that 
included pledges on our part, with the government's 
commitment to take protective measures. Today we do 
not enjoy this protection. MBC television broadcasts are 
received in Morocco for free. These things need to be 
stopped and organized; we are open to competition, so 
we must sit down with MBC’s officials and acknowledge 
what we can do together. There are many things we can 
cooperate on, but this cannot be achieved if we do not 
acknowledge one another. MBC reception began in 
Morocco two years ago, and we note that its quality has 
improved markedly. I believe that the Arab world should 
be proud to have a television station of this quality, 
though the market, to my way of thinking, is very 
limited. We must be scrupulous and accept blame and 
criticism. Therefore I will be happy if the Moroccan 
Government clarifies the MBC situation. We are not 
against the MBC, but we demand that the Moroccan 
Government clarify matters. We have a distinction com- 
mitting us to some things we see as unfair. If MBC wants 
to cooperate with us, we would welcome that, and we 
may be able to develop many things together.” 
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It has been said that the conglomerate was unhappy with 
the way the Moroccan Government was treating M2. On 
this matter, Filali said that “Morocco is changing a great 
deal. There is a movement towards liberalism in all 
areas, and a genuine movement towards democracy, 
educational development, and in economic and social 
areas. M2 is part of this development. Despite that, I 
think that this television station can do better things, 
particularly as we have had a good response from our 
customers. We believe that M2 is taking part in the 
positive changes Morocco is experiencing.” 


Tourism 


On ONA’s aloofness from the tourism sector, despite the 
fact that this sector is considered one of the Moroccan 
economy’s vital sectors, Fouad Filali said: “Our interest 
in this area is focused on preparing sites for establishing 
luxury tourist projects. Within this framework we have 
built golf courses in the Capo Negro region in northern 
Morocco, the Bahia complex near Casablanca, and the 
Amlex complex in Marrakech. We are preparing the 
ground for hotel investors to establish projects offering a 
new tourist project, because it is not enough to sell sunny 
weather to tourists. People want diverse tourist and 
sports projects, luxury projects, and various facilities in 
the areas they visit. We invested huge sums in Capo 
Negro, and are now negotiating with a number of hotel 
operators to invest in these areas. This, of course, will 
permit a new dynamic for tourism in Morocco, because 
we are creating a new tourist project, which is essential— 
otherwise tourism will fail, especially as Morocco is 
looking for middle class or deluxe tourism. This sort of 
tourist will not come to Morocco if he does not find a 
tourist product different from the traditional one.” 


The dialogue with Fouad Filali, president of the ONA 
group, touched on the difficulties of the plan to set up 
huge complexes for distributing foodstuffs. They are the 
same that plagued the Marjan complex in Rabat. Here 
Filali said: “There are always problems in life, and that 
holds true for investing, too. It is not easy. As to Marjan, 
our share in this commercial complex was 33 percent, 
and now we own the whole thing. Our partners did not 
have enough money to invest in a new series of com- 
plexes. We have been determined from the beginning to 
establish a network of complexes for the distribution of 
foodstuffs, and in this context we will establish seven 
other complexes in various parts of Morocco within five 
years. The second complex will be in Casablanca, and 
will open this coming November. It will cost us nearly 
$25 million.” 


Responding to a question on what was said about ONA’s 
commitment to implement a huge industrial project, 
Filali said: “People say lots of things, but ONA has its 
strategy, and it is printed and published. It is a strategy 
covering the period from 1992-1999 and sets out in 
detail the projects and investments we intend to under- 
take. Those projects are the ones we will carry out, and 
nothing more.” 
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He added, “Between 300 and 400 of the conglomerate’s 
skilled cadres took part in designing this strategy, and it 
was discussed extensively within the conglomerate. The 
basis of this strategy is realizing investments of up to $2 
billion, 30 percent of them foreign. We believe that we 
are special, as we have partners from Europe, America, 
and the eastern part of the Arab world who want to work 
with us because Morocco has ideal and ambitious possi- 
bilities and abilities.” 


Addressing the criticisms aimed at ONA because of its 
limited involvement in social issues, Filali said: “Our 
strategy depends on creating a new concept of business 
management with new methods so that we may become 
dynamic in the investment field in Morocco, strengthen 
the value of Moroccan products, and create new jobs. We 
have done much in the social field, indirectly, for 
workers in the conglomerate’s companies. This gives 
them the chance to purchase their apartments. It would 
take a long time to set out our strategy and explain what 
we have done at the investment level in some regions, 
not just in Casablanca. For example, I consider M2 a 
social project in a certain way. If we were looking for 
quick profitability, we would not have invested in M2, 
but in some other areas that would have given us much 
higher returns. On the other hand, we now have an 
organization caring for 900 children. We have just fin- 
ished restoring an ancient mosque near Marrakech: The 
first phase cost us $500,000, and we will establish an arts 
center in Casablanca at a cost of between $8-10 million.” 


SUDAN 


Iraq Presents Port Sudan With Power Station 


93AF0703A Khartoum AL-INQAZ AL-WATANI 
in Arabic 6 Jun 93 p 4 


[Article by ‘Abd-al-Mun’im Ja’far] 


[Text] Port Sudan is a city known for its strategic 
location and economic importance. It is sufficient to 
know that it is the nation’s harbor and the heartbeat of 
commercial activity with regard to both imports and 
exports. 


In spite of the important role of the city of Port Sudan, it 
has been suffering for many years from many difficulties 
and various obstacles in the area of “electricity” and the 
problems associated with it. 


AL-INQAZ AL-WATANI met with engineer ‘Abdallah 
al-Qurashi, the “electricity” regional officer, and had the 
following conversation with him about the dimensions 
of the suffering and efforts for solutions. 


Al-Qurashi said that two electric stations feed the city of 
Port Sudan: the main station (A) and the French station 
(C). Station (A) has three “Crossly”’ machines and two 
“Rustum” machines. The five machines have a total 
capacity of 21 megawatts; their present production is 
only 9 megawatts. 
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The French station (C) has three French cylinder 
machines, each having a capacity of 5 megawatts for a 
total of 15 megawatts. Presently, this station is working 
with a generating capacity of only 3 megawatts. 

Al-Qurashi further said that electricity in Port Sudan is 
generated from diesel oil stations, which are both diffi- 
cult and expensive to operate, because of the high price 
of spare parts and pumps. They frequently are idle and 
do not generate power constantly because the generated 
power is less than the city needs; whereas, gas, water, and 
steam turbines are constantly generating power. 


Al-Qurashi continued to say that formerly power gener- 
ated in Port Sudan amounted to 750 kilovolt amperes 
only; presently, the city needs 20 megawatts. The city 
expansion should be accompanied by changes in the 
electric network. There are some steel beam poles which 
had to be replaced. These were quickly replaced at a cost 
of $3 million from the development budget, which has 
been approved. Work will start immediately. 


Al-Qurashi further said that the distribution network 
lines need refurbishing in order to accommodate the big 
city expansion. There are 11,000 kilowatt high voltage 
lines and 415 volt low voltage ones. For instance, the old 
network remains the same to the present day in spite of 
the changes that happened in the city in the form of 


expansion and growth. 


Impact of Rains and Floods on Electric Supply 


Engineer al-Qurashi assessed the impact of the latest 
floods and the amount of damage they caused to electric 
supply in the city. He said that floods caused damage to 
the cooling pumps in the French station, which is pres- 
ently operating with temporary pumps; however, work is 
ongoing for insuring the safe operation of the station. 
Al-Qurashi went on to say that the floods also caused 
severe damage to the electric network especially to the 
aerial lines at the container sites and veterinary quaran- 
tine sites as well as at the Arb’at water plant network, 
which was severely damaged. 


Al-Qurashi further indicated that the floods also caused 
damage to the main cables in the downtown area, in the 
area west of the downtown, in the harbor and also to the 
cable feeding the areas in Port Sudan south. Presently, 
the repair of these cables is being undertaken. 


Solutions: the Future of the City 


Engineer al-Qurashi states that there are many ambitious 
plans. Work is presently proceeding in implementing an 
emergency repair program at a cost of one million dollars 
for repairing the machines in stations (A) and (C). Four 
million dollars have been approved for redeveloping the 
old network using four mobile units in order to handle 
blackout reports. Besides, the purchase of five commu- 
nication units for use at Arb’at has been approved. 
Pumps needed for the emergency repair program have 
arrived. Work in the refurbishing of stations (A) and (C) 
has started. Within the Electricity Authority’s plan is a 
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complete refurbishing program for electricity in Port 
Sudan; nine million dollars have been allotted to this 
program for the refurbishing of all machines. Spare parts 
for this program have alr ady been ordered. Some com- 
panies are making studies for the establishment of water 
desalanization plants and electrical stations using nat- 
ural gas for fuel. Four such units, with a production 
capacity of 60 megawatts for each of them, will be 
established. This would be a final and permanent solu- 
tion to the electric power problem. Al-Qurashi also 
indicated that President Saddam Hussein is expected to 
present an electric station with a 30 megawatt produc- 
tion capacity as a gift and a solution to Port Sudan’s 


problem. 


Engineer al-Qurashi says that Port Sudan’s climate 
impacts its electricity supply. Humidity and water vapor 
impact the insulating capability of insulators, which 
causes disruption of supply and many other problems. 
He further says that they deal with these problems in a 
primitive way as they clean the lines, which reach 
hundreds of kilometers in length, manually. As a solu- 
tion to this problem, Port Sudan should have special 
insulators, switches and wires that are different from 
those of other Sudanese cities. 


Another problem for Port Sudan's power stations is the 
fact that offices are located inside the stations making it 
necessary for citizens to enter these stations, although for 
security reasons this should not happen. However, the 
Red Sea governor has promised to build separate office 
buildings. 

Al-Qurashi indicated that electricity officials together 
with the electric power committee will start a program 
for extending power supply to some districts. The min- 
ister of energy and mining who is also the general 
director of the National Electricity Authority has recom- 
mended extending power supply to the airport district; 
power will first be supplied to blocks #20 and #17, and 
later on to block # 1. 


Narcotics Statistics, Prevention Study 


93WD0684A Khartoum AL-QUWAT AL- 
MUSALLAHAH in Arabic 5 Jun 93 p 5 


[Unattributed article in the “SUNA Investigations” 
Series: “Drugs: Problem and Horizons of a Solution”) 


[Excerpts] For both peoples and governments, the drug 
problem is considered one of the most complex problems 
of contemporary mankind because of its spread, in 
recent years, to a degree that threatens global society, the 
present generation, and future generations. This problem 
has aroused the intense concern of many governments, 
and is a top priority of national, regional, and global 
organizations. In the context of this interest, the Transi- 
tional National Council’s Committee for Security and 
Defense has organized a course from 21-24 December, 
on “Drugs: the Problem and Horizons of a Solution,” 
with the slogan “A Healthy Society Through Islamic 
Law.” Here the Investigations team of the Sudan News 
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Agency presents a number of the working papers sub- 
mitted in the course, to shed more light on the negative 
effects of the problem of drug use and the efforts to 
combat it at the regional and global level. 


Drugs in Sudan 


Police Colonel Faysal Kabashi al-Mahdi began the paper 
he submitted, entitled “The Concept of Counter- 
Narcotics and Global Efforts,” saying, “Sudan is a vast 
Arab-African country bordered by eight countries, in 
addition to a long Red Sea coast. It is a link between the 
Arab world and Africa. This distinctive location has 
given Sudan great importance in various fields. Syn- 
thetic drugs and chemical white poisons were not known 
in Sudan until recently, except to a very limited extent. 
Hashish was the only drug known, and was locally called 
*banqu.“ There is no specific history of how hashish was 
introduced into Sudan, though clearly it was known after 
the Turkish conquest. The first legislation against it was 
in 1902, which was officially codified in 1942, with the 
issuance of the Hashish and Opium Law. [Passage 
omitted] 


It has become clear that among the crimes resulting from 
drug use are the user’s violation of public safety when he 
frequents public places. When he is under the influence 
of the drug, in addition to the traffic accidents caused by 
the user’s exaggerated self-confidence, he engages in 
dangerous maneuvers while driving leading to automo- 
bile accidents. [sentence as published] It has been proved 
that 50 percent of automobile accidents are caused by 
drivers under the influence of drugs and mental influ- 
ences causing recklessness, carelessness, and lack of 
alertness. This is on top of crimes such as bribery and 
embezzlement, because of the way in which users seek 
ways of getting money to satisfy their daily drug habit. In 
addition, drug use leads to the erosion of willpower to 
suppress desires, and the user’s personality suffers a loss 
of spirit and ambition, with pessimism and lack of trust 
in authority and the social order. [passage ommitted] 


Volume of Drugs in Sudan Over Past 3 Years 


The presenter of this paper cited statistics relating to the 
volume of drugs in Sudan and the efforts of the Counter- 
Narcotics Department and the other relevant security 
agencies from 1987 until 1991. The statistics show that 
the number of [seizures] in 1987 was 648; 5,022 in 1988; 
in 1989 there were 4,970; in 1990, 3,828; and, in 1991, 
there were 2,171. There were 821 suspects in 1987; 6,520 
in 1988; 5,509 in 1989; 4,314 in 1990; and 2,570 in 
1991. As to the quantities of drugs: 327 tons, 502 
kilograms, and 515 grams of hashish; 210,889 pills; 
1,500 grams of opium; 1,688 grams of heroin; and 4 
grams of cocaine were seized in 1987. In 1988 it was 9 
tons, 385 kilos, and 447 grams of hashish; 166,612 pills; 
24 grams of heroin; and 1,000 grams of cocaine. In 1989 
it was 44 tons, 661 kilos, and 731 grams of hashish; 
148,671 pills; and 3,095 grams of heroin. In 1990 it was 
75 tons, 942 kilograms, and 760 grams of hashish; 
182,207 pills; and 515 grams of heroin. In 1991 there 
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were 52 tons, 971 kilograms, and 260 grams of hashish; 
155,736 pills; 55 grams of heroin; and 40.5 grams of 
cocaine. 


Major Operations of the Counter-Narcotics 
Administration 


The Counter-Narcotics Administration has carried out 
three important operations in the past three years. Oper- 
ation Save al-Radum in November 1990, carried out to 
eliminate the hashish farms in southern Darfur, lasted 25 
days, and 12 hashish farms with 5-120 feddans were 
seized. It resulted in the seizure of 67 tons of hashish. 
The second was Operation Stone Satan in October 1991, 
to eliminate hashish farms in southern Darfur, it lasted 
two weeks. Eight hashish farms with a total area of 55 
feddans were seized, along with about 47 tons of hashish. 
The third was Operation Wad Raqsham in October- 
November 1992, to eliminate hashish farms in southern 
Darfur. It lasted three weeks and resulted in the seizure 
of 37 farms with a total area of 127 feddans; 65 tons of 
hashish were seized. It was worth 3 billion pounds. 


Role of Punishment in Fighting Drugs 


Police Colonel Faysal Kabashi al-Mahdi goes on, in the 
paper he submitted to the course, to discuss the role of 
punishment in combating drugs. He said that drugs and 
the mental effects of drugs in Sudan are governed by the 
Hashish and Opium Law of 1924 and the Pharmacies 
and Poisons Law of 1963, which forbade contravention 
of legislation aimed at the manufacture of drugs and 
their mental effects. New laws have been in fact enacted 
to meet the rising drug trade aftez the National Salvation 
Revolution, and some of the provisions of the Hashish 
and Opium Law were amended, chiefly the punishments 
clause, on 27 July 1989. One of the main features of the 
amendment was to distinguish between drug users and 
dealers. Users are punished by prison sentences of no 
more than seven years and no less than three years, while 
dealers, importers, exporters, growers, and manufac- 
turers of any narcotic substance named in the law are 
punished by execution or a prison sentence of no less 
than ten years. [passage ommitted] 


In the counter-narcotics area, the course recommended 
the establishment of a counter-narcotics fund linked to 
other currently existing funds, to support official and 
grassroots efforts to combat this commerce, prohibit its 
spread by all possible means, and support the official 
agencies to stop it, because it is the primary threat to the 
basic structure of society. A wide-ranging scientific con- 
ference on the drug phenomenon should be organized 
and should include all of the specialized scientific orga- 
nizations and societies and all the specialists and those 
who deal with the question next 26 June, because that is 
International Counter-Narcotics Day. A budget should 
be allotted for incentives for informers and others who 
cooperate; they should be accorded complete secrecy. 
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Customs’ counter-narcotics agencies should be sup- 
ported with modern drug-detection and communica- 
tions equipment, to avoid wasting time and inconve- 
niencing travelers, and to facilitate the speedy 
movement of customs officials to pursue quickly and 
covertly, when necessary. Local counter-narcotics agen- 
cies should be nationalized, along with their assistant 
agencies. There should be global and regional coopera- 
tion with security, social, and customs bodies concerned 
with the problem, with an effort to obtain their technical, 
financial, and training support in the counter-narcotics 
area. 


In the treatment field, the course recommended the 
development of treatment institutions to work on saving 
the lives and attitudes of addicts, and training and 
mobilizing the nation’s manpower to this purpose; the 
transforming of ali courtrooms for drug abuse cases into 
sanatoriums, as users are sick and must be treated while 
they are serving their sentences; and the establishment of 
a Social Institute for Social Training can make use of 
preventative punishment for drug and alcohol use, along 
with treatment. It has been scientifically proved that 
addiction can be treated only in specialized hospitals 
with high disciplinary standards; addicts must comply 
with highly efficient methods to rebuild their will and 
attitude. This cannot be done without sanatoriums, 
because they are one of the most important correctional 
institutions dealing with the therapeutic side of punish- 
ment. And a center for training and treating addicts must 
be established, to carry out its duty of stopping the 
spread of drug abuse. 


REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


Constitutional Amendments Detailed 


93LH0022A Aden SAWT AL-’UMMAL in Arabic 
10, 17, 24 Jun 93 


{10 Jun 93 p 7] 


[Text] To help expand the discussion on the amendment 
of the constitution, on which the people voted in a 
referendum, SAWT AL-"UMMAL publishes the pro- 
posed amendments submitted by the political authority 
to the Council of Representatives. The latter will 
examine these proposed amendments in its next session. 
In doing so, SAWT AL-’"UMMAL wishes to inform 
public opinion, readers, concerned parties, specialists, 
political parties and organizations, social and profes- 
sional organizations, and unions, so that they can par- 
ticipate in, and enrich, the discussion on the amend- 
ments. SAWT AL-’UMMAL is very confident that all 
sincere, honorable patriots will participate in this discus- 
sion, which the newspaper will open in its next issue. 
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Proposed Amendments 
Chapter 1 
Foundations of the State 
Part One 


Political Foundations 


Article 1 - The Republic of Yemen is an independent, 
Arab, Islamic, sovereign state. It is an indivisible unit. 
No part of it may be relinquished. The Yemeni people 
are part of the Arab nation and the Islamic world. 


Article 2 - As is. 

Article 3 - The Islamic Shari’ah is the main source of 
legislation. No legislation in conflict with it may be 
promulgated. 

Added Article 

Article ( ) - The political system of the republic shall be 
based on party plurality as a basis of democracy with the 
goal of the peaceful rotation of power. The law shall 
regulate provisions and measures pertaining to the for- 
mation of political parties and organizations and to 
engagement in political activity. 

Article 4 - As is. 

Article 5 - As is. 

Part Two 


Economic Foundations 


Article 6 - The national economy shall be based on 
freedom of economic activity which is not detrimental to 
——— ⸗ according to the following princi- 
a. Social, Islamic justice in economic relations that aim 
to develop production and raise the standard of living of 
society. 

b. Equitable cooperation among public activity, private 
activity, cooperative activity, and mixed activity; and 
the achievement of equal, just treatment between all 
sectors based on legitimate competition. 

c. The protection of, safeguarding of, and respect for 
private property, which shall be infringed upon only in 
the common interest and with just compensation pur- 
suant to the law. 


Article 7 - Natural resources of all types, energy sources 
above and below ground or in territorial waters or on the 
continental shelf and the special economic zone, are the 
property of the state. The state shall ensure exploitation 
of them for the common good. 


Article 8 - As is. 


Article 9 - The state shall promote foreign and domestic 
trade and investment which serves the national 
economy. It shall promulgate legislation that ensures 








Article ( ) - Public property shall be inviolable. The state 


Article ( ) - The public confiscation of property is 
prohibited. Private confiscation shall be imposed only 
by means of a judicial judgement. 


Article ( ) - Religious endowments shall be inviolable. 
Those in charge of them, and all individuals of society, 
must safeguard and protect them. They must be used to 
develop society pursuant to the law. 

Article 10 - As is. 

Article 11 - As is. 

Article 12 - As is. 

Article 13 - As is. 

Article 14 - As is. 

Article 15 - As is. 

Article 16 - As is. 

Article 17 - Concessions to exploit natural resources shall 
be contracted solely pursuant to the law. Contracts for 
concessions pertaining to public utilities shall be con- 
cluded pursuant to the law. The law shall state the cases 
of, methods of, and the rules and procedures regulating 
the gratuitous conveyance of state-owned real estate and 
the assignment of transferred state property. The law 
shall also regulate the method of granting concessions to 
domestic units and of the gratuitous disposal of property 
owned by domestic units. 


Part Three 


Social and Cultural Foundations 
Article 18 - As is. 
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Article 19 - As is. 

Article 20 - Public service is an obligation and honor to 
those who perform it. In performing their public service, 
civil servants shall strive for the common good and aim 
to serve the people. The law shall stipulate the criteria for 
public service and the rights and duties of persons 
performing it. 

Members of the armed forces, security forces, the judi- 
ciary, and the Office of the Attorney General shall be 
prohibited from engaging in party activity. The law shall 
stipulate other groups among service members whose 
prohibition from engagement in party activity is 
required by the common good. 


Article 21 - Work is a right, honor, and necessity to 
develop society. Every citizen has the right to engage in 
the work which he shall select for himself within the 
limits of the law. No work may be imposed forcefully on 


citizens except pursuant to the law and for —*8 


activity and employer-employee relations. 


Added Articles 


Article ( ) - Social solidarity based on justice, freedom, 
and equality is the foundation of Yemeni society. 


Article ( ) - The family is the foundation of society. The 
family is based on religion, morals, and patriotism. The 
law shall preserve the family’s existence and strengthen 
its bonds. 

Article ( ) - The state shall protect mothers and children, 
and it shall guide juveniles and youths. 


Article ( ) - Women are the sisters of men. They have 
rights and duties which are guaranteed and made incum- 
bent upon them by Islamic law and stipulated by the law. 


Article ( ) - Education, health, and social services are 
primary foundations for building and advancing society. 
Society shall join with the state in providing them. 

Article ( ) - In solidarity with society, the state shall bear 
the burdens stemming from natural disasters and public 


Article ( ) - The state, with the cooperation of citizens, 
shall protect antiquities. The law shall stipulate punish- 


ment of anyone who violates the inviolability of antiq- 
uities. 


Part Four 


Foundations of National Defense 


Article 22 - The state shall establish armed forces and 
any other forces, which shall be the property of the entire 
people. The mission of these forces shall be to protect the 
public and the integrity of its territory and security. No 
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body, group, organization, or political party may estab- 
lish forces, military formations, or paramilitary forma- 
tions for any purpose under any designation. The law 
shall specify the conditions of service, promotion, and 
discipline in the armed forces. 

Article 23 - The organization of a general mobilization 
pursuant to law shall be declared by the president of the 
republic with the consent of the National Assembly. 
Article 24 - As is. 

Article 25 - The police organization is a regular, civilian 
organization that performs its duty to serve the people 
and to ensure tranquility and security for citizens. It 
shall remain vigilant to maintain order, public security, 
and public rules of conduct. The police shall ensure the 
implementation of orders and jy:+gemer..s issued by the 
judicial authority according to ti« ‘aw. 


The police shall also be responsibic for implementing the 
duties imposed on it by laws and regulations, all 


according to the manner stipulated in the law. 
Added Article 


Article 27 - All citizens are equal before the law and are 
equal with respect to general rights and duties. No 
distinction shall be made among them with respect to 
race, color, origin, language, occupation, social status, or 
religion. 

Article 28 - As is. 

Article 29 - As is. 

Article 30 - As is. 

Article 31 - Cr. 1ainal liability shall be personal. There 
shall be no crime and punishment that is not based on a 
provision. There shall be no punishment for acts com- 
mitted before the promulgation of the law criminalizing 
said acts. Every accused shall be innocent until proved 
guilty by a definitive legal judgement. 


Article 32 - 


a. The state shall guarantee citizens’ personal freedom 
and maintain their honor and security. The law shall 
stipulate the circumstances in which a citizen shall be 
denied his freedom. One may be denied his freedom only 
in the circumstances, and for the period, stipulated by 
the law, pursuant to a legal verdict or order issued by a 
legally authorized party. 


b. A person may be arrested, searched, or detained only 
in the event of flagrante delicto, or by an order necessi- 
tated by an investigation or the safeguarding of security, 
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which is issued by the Office of the Attorney General or 
an authc ized judge pursuant to the provisions of the 
law. In a ‘dition, a person may be placed under surveil- 
lance or in\ “stigated only pursuant to the law. The honor 
of any indivio al whose freedom is restricted in any way 
must be maintained. Corporal or psychological torture 
and coercion to extract a confession during an interro- 
gation are prohibited. A person whose freedom is 
restricted has the right to refrain from making any 
statements without the presence of his attorney. It is 
prohibited to incarcerate or detain any person in other 
than the places designated for that purpose by law. 
Corporal punishment and inhumane treatment upon 
arrest or during imprisonment are prohibived. 

c. Anyone arrested temporarily on suspicion of having 
committed a crime must be presented to the Office of the 
Attorney General within 24 hours of being arrested. The 
Office of the Attorney General must inform the arrested 
person of the reasons for his arrest, listen to him, and 
enable him to express his defense and objections. It must 
immediately issue a grounded order to continue to 
detain or release said person. In any case, said person 
may remain under arrest only pursuant to a judicial 
order. The law shall determine the maximum period of 
preventive custody. 


d. When any person is arrested for any reason, or when 
a judicial order is issued to continue detainment of said 
person, it is necessary to immediately so inform whoever 
is selected by the arrested person. If the arrested person 
oe his concerned relatives must be 
notified. 


e. The law shall stipulate punishment of one who violates 
the provisions of any paragraph of this article. It shall 
also stipulate suitable compensation for any damages 
that may be incurred by a person as the result of a 
violation. 

Article 33 - Unpleasant means may not be used in the 


implementation of punishments. Laws permitting the 
use of said means may not be enacted. 


Article 34 - As is. 
Article 35 - As is. 
Article 36 - As is. 


Article 37 - Education is a right of all citizens. The state 
guarantees this right pursuant to the law through the 
establishment of different schools and cultural and edu- 
cational institutions at the compulsory, elementary level. 
The state shall make efforts to eradicate illiteracy and 
shall be concerned with expanding technicai and voca- 
tional education. 


The state shall also be concerned in particular with 
nurturing juveniles, protecting them from delinquency, 
and providing them with religious, mental, and physical 
education. The state shall prepare conditions suited to 
the development of the aptitudes of youths in all fields. 
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Article () - The right to a defense by one’s own self or 

legal proceeding. — 

Added Articles The Legisiative Authority 

The state shall assistance for persons, 

anahin by — boleee off cour Added Article 

according to the provisions of the law. Senet) - Sea leaieaane eathasity chat he enmaaned of 
Article ( ) - Health care is a of all citizens. The state Council of Representatives, Consultative Council, 
shall guarantee this right by establishing and and National Assembly. 


expanding 
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pursuant to the law. 


{17 Jun 93 pp 4, 5} 
[Text] 


Chapter 3 


The Regulation of the Authorities of the State 


Part One: Part One is devoted to the legislative 
authority. It is divided into three sections, which are: (1) 
Council of Representatives; (2) Consultative Council; (3) 
National Assembly. 


Part Two: This part is devoted to the executive 
authority. It is divided into three sections, which are: (1) 
President of the State; (2) the Government (Cabinet); (3) 
agencies of local authority. 


Part Three: This is devoted to the judicial authority. 


Article 42 - 

a. A voter shall fulfill the following criteria: 
1. He must be a Yemeni. 

2. He must be at least 18 years of age. 


b. A person nominated for membership in the Council of 
Representatives must fulfill the following criteria: 


1. He must be a Yemeni. 
2. He must be at least 25 years of age. 
3. He must be able to read and write proficiently. 
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am S «we ae of is ay ag shall Article 64 - As is. 
approve treaties ts requiring the Council's ; — 
approval whch al fnancalobgaton the ae Article 65 - As is. 
or whose i tation requires promulgation Of &@ = Aricie 66 - The membership of any member of the 
ee SS OES © Ge teen Suey > eats Council of Representatives may be canceled only if that 
agreemen the adj ee member does not meet one of the criteria for member- 
ae. a reconciliation, peace, or ustment Of @ ip stipulated in this Constitution, or if that member 
. fails grossly to fulfill the obligations of membership 
Article 49 - As is. stipulated in the Council’s standing orders. 
Article 50 - As is. Article 67 - The Government and each member of the 
, Council of Representatives is entitled to propose laws 
Ar.icle 51 - As is. and amendments to laws, with the proviso that only the 


Article 56 - As is. 


Government or at least one quarter of the representa- 
tives may propose financial laws intended to: increase, 
lower, or repeal an existing tax; provide exemption to 
some taxes; or allocate a portion of state funds to a given 
project. All proposals for laws submitted by one or more 
members of the Council of Representatives shall not be 
referred to any committees of the Council until after they 
have been examined by a special committee which 
expresses an opinion on the permissibility of the Coun- 
cil’s examining them. If the Council decides to examine 
any of them, the proposed law is referred to the relevant 
committee to be examined, and a report is submitted on 
it. Any draft law submitted by other than the Govern- 
ment which is rejected by the Council may not be 
submitted again in the same session. 

Article 68 - The Council of Representatives has the right 
to submit recommendations to the Government 
regarding public matters. If it is not possible for the 
Government to implement such a recommendation, it 
must explain to the Council its reason for not doing so. 


Article 69 - As is. 
Article 70 - As is. 
Article 71 - As is. 
Article 72 - As is. 
Article 73 - As is. 
Article 74 - As is. 
Article 75 - As is. 
Article 76 - As is. 


Article 77 - Draft laws are voted upon, article by article. 
A draft law shall be submitted in its entirety to a final 
vote. Procedures pertaining to this are stated for the 
Council in the standing orders. 


Article 78 - The president of the republic may dissolve 
the Council of Representatives only when necessary and 
after consulting the people in a referendum regarding the 
reasons on which said dissolution is based. The president 
of the republic shall issue a resolution to suspend the 
sessions of the Council and conduct a referendum within 
30 days. If an absolute majority of those who voted 
approve dissolution, the president of the republic shall 








days of the announcememi of the result of the refer- 
endum. If the dissolution resolution does not include 


fore of the Constitution 


c 


solved for the same reason again. In all cases, the Council 
may not be dissolved in its first session. 

Article 79 - The president of the republic has the right to 
request a review of any draft law approved by the 


the pind of the republic must — 4 it within 
he not promulgate it, it is considered 
of the constitution without need 


: 
ae 


Article ( ) - It is not permitted to combine membership in 
the Council of Representatives with membership in a 
local council or any public position. It is permitted to 
combine membership in the Council of Representatives 
with a cabinet position. 

Reference: 


“It is necessary to completely rearrange the articles of the 
previous section in order to produce a relevant 
sequencing of the articles contained in it according to the 
nature of the functions and subjects that these articles 
regulate, inasmuch as organizational articles and articles 
pertaining to functions and authorities clearly intermesh 
with respect to sequence.” 


Section Two 
Consultative Council 


Article ( ) - A Consultative Council shall be composed of 
a number of members. The governorates shall be equally 
represented. The president of the republic shall assume 
responsibility for appointing a third of its members. The 
other two thirds shall be elected in each governorate. The 
governorate shall constitute a single electoral district. 
The law shall stipulate the number of members of the 
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Council and the method of the nomination, election, and 
appointment of its members. 


Article ( ) - An appointed or elected member of the 
Consultative Council shall meet the following criteria: 


1. He shall be a Yemeni. 
2. He shall be at least 40 years old. 


Added Articles 


3. He must be upright in his morals and behavior, and 
must not have had issued against him a judgement in a 
case of breach of honor and trust so long as he has not 
been rehabilitated. 


A person nominated for election to the Consultative 
Council shall have qualifications and experience. One 
who is appointed shall have capabilities or be among 
cultural and social personalities in society. 


Article ( ) - Membership in the Consultative Council may 
not be combined with membership in the Council of 
Representatives or membership in local councils. 


Article ( ) - The term for the Consultative Council is five 
years, beginning from the date of the first meeting of the 
Consultative Council. The Council, in its first meeting, 
shall elect a chairman and two vice-chairmen from 
among its members, who shall all form a chairmanship 
body. The chairmanship body shall nominate a secretary 
for the Council, whose appointment shall be approved 
by the Council. The secretary shall supervise the tech- 
nical and administrative apparatus of the Council. 


Article ( ) - The Consultative Council’s opinion shall be 
obtained regarding subjects referred to it by the presi- 
dency of the state, especially the following: 


e Draft laws which the executive authority deems 
important, before they are submitted to the Council 
of Representatives. 

° b draft general economic and social development 

an. 


Added Articles 


The Council shall inform the president of the republic of 
its opinion on any subject concerning the state's general 
domestic and foreign policy. 


Article ( ) - Provisions pertaining to the Council of 
Representatives stipulated in Articles......shall apply to 
the Consultative Council. In addition, the standing 
orders of the Consultative Council shall lay out other 
provisions, which shall not be in violation of the consti- 
tution. 








JPRS-NEA-93-090 


23 August 1993 NEAR EAST 41 
Part Three Part Two 
National Assembly Executive Authority 

Section One 


Article ( ) - A National Assembly shall be composed of a 
joint convocation of the Council of Representatives and 
Consultative Council to examine and decide the fol- 
lowing matters: 


1. Recommendations pertaining to the amendment of 
one or more articles in the Constitution after the Council 


of Representatives’ approval of the principle of the 
amendment. 


2. Border ts, reconciliations, and alliances 
between the blic of Yemen and other countries. 


3. Approval of nominations for president and vice pres- 
ident of the republic, and a call for a popular referendum 
On said nominations at a time which it shall designate. 


4. Decisions on draft laws and public issues which the 
Council of Representatives believes should be made 
jointly with the Consultative Council. 


5. Cases of sharp disagreement between the Council of 
Representatives and the Government, which the presi- 
dent of the republic decides to refer to the National 
Assembly. 


6. Any other subject which the president of the republic 
decides to present to the National Assembly. 


Article ( ) - The meetings of the National Assembly shall 
be chaired by the vice-president of the republic. 


Article ( ) - A meeting of the National Assembly shall not 
be considered valid without the presence of an absolute 
majority of the members of each of the Council of 
Representatives and the Consultative Council, which 
comprise the National Assembly. In instances in which a 
special majority is not stipulated, resolutions shall be 
promulgated by an absolute majority of the members 
present. In the event of a tie vote, the matter subjected to 
the vote shall be considered rejected. 


Article ( ) - A meeting of the National Assembly during 
the sessions of the Council of Representatives and Con- 
sultative Council shall not prevent the Consultative 
Council and Council of Representatives from continuing 
to fulfill their constitutional functions. 


Article ( ) - Procedures pertaining to the Council of 
Representatives’ sessions and subjection of resolutions 
to a vote shall also be followed by the National 
Assembly. 

Article 80 - As is. 

Article 81 - As is. 


Presidency of the State 


Article 82 - The presidency of the state shall be com- 
posed of the president and vice-president of the republic, 
who shall be elected pursuant to the Constitution. 


Article 83 - The president and vice-president of the 
republic shall be nominated and elected on a single list in 
the following manner: 


Nominations for president and vice-president shall be 
submitted on a single list to the chairman of the Council 
of Representatives. 


A joint body composed of the Office of the Council of 
Representatives and the Consultative Council shall be 
formed to examine nominations and ascertain the nom- 
inees’ fulfillment of the criteria. 

The joint body shail announce the lists of nominees who 
fulfill the criteria. It shall do so in the open galleries of 
the Council of Representatives and the Consultative 
Council. Submission of any list to a vote is contingent on 
each list having obtained the recommendation of a 
quarter of the members of the Council of Representa- 
tives. 

The lists of nominations recommended pursuant to the 
previous shall be presented to a meeting of the 
National Assembly chaired by its eldest member. The 
list, which obtains a majority of the members of the 
National Assembly (by another criterion: which obtains 
a majority of 40 percent of the members of the National 
Assembly), shall be considered the winning nomination 
for the president and vice-president and shall be put 
forth in a general popular referendum. 


The list of nominees for president and vice-president of 
the republic put forth in the general popular referendum 
must obtain an absolute majority of the number of voters 
in the referendum (i.e., 50 percent plus one). If the list 
does not obtain this majority, two others are nominated, 
and the same, aforesaid procedures are followed. 
Article 84 - The president of the republic is the president 
of the state. He shall strive to affirm the sovereignty of 
the people, respect for the Constitution, sovereignty of 
the law, protection of national unity, and the principles 
and goals of the Yemeni revolution. He shall observe the 
peaceful rotation of power and the boundaries of rela- 
tions between the authorities to ensure that they perform 
their roles in national action and in service to society. 
Article 85 - Any Yemeni who fulfills the following 
criteria can be nominated to the position of president or 
vice-president of the republic: 


a. He shall be at least 40 years of age. 
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b. He shall be of Yemeni parents. 

c. He shall enjoy his political and civil rights. 

d. He shall be upright in terms of morals and behavior 
and maintain Islamic practices. 

e. He shall not be married to a foreigner or shall not 
marry a foreigner during his term. 

Article 86 - The president and vice-president of the 
republic shall take a constitutional oath before the 
National Assembly in a session chaired by its eldest 
member before assuming the functions of their offices. 
Article 87 - The term of the president and vice-president 
of the republic shall be five solar years, beginning on the 
date on which the constitutional oath is taken. No person 
eee © te ee Cae Snes 
for more than two terms, each term being only five years, 
starting from the time at which the presidential term is 
effective, pursuant to the preceding stipulations in this 
part. 


Article 88 - if the term of the Council of Representatives 


dent and vice-president of the republic shall be elected 
within 60 days of the first meeting of the new 
Representatives. 


Article 89 - Procedures to elect a new 


term ofthe president and vice-president ofthe republic 
the term. If the term ends without a new election being 
held for any reason, the former president and vice- 


Representatives for a period not to exceed 90 days, 
except in the event of a war, natural disaster, or any 
other event precluding the holding of elections. 


Article 90 - The president and vice-president of the 
republic may submit a resignation with a cause to the 
Council of Representatives in preparation for presenting 
it to the National Assembly. The decision of the National 
Assembly to accept a resignation shall be by an absolute 
majority of its members. If the resignation is not 
accepted, the submitter of the recommendation is enti- 
tled to submit the recommendation within three months, 
and the National Assembly must accept it. 


Article 91 - In the event of the vacancy of the position of 


ee eee 
unable to function, the functions of the president are 


assumed automatically by the vice-president until the 
end of the term. The National Assembly shall take it 
upon itself to elect a vice-president for the remainder of 
that presidential term within 60 days of its becoming 


JPRS-NEA-93-090 
23 August 1993 


vacant. In the event that both the presidency and vice- 
—5——2 of the republic are vacant, the functions of 
shall be assumed temporarily by the 
i of the Council of Representatives. If the 
Council of Representatives has been dissolved, the Gov- 
ernment shall take the place of the chairmanship of the 
Council of Representatives to exercise the functions of 
the presidency temporarily. A president and vice- 
president of the republic shall be elected within 60 days 
of the first meeting of the new Council of Representa- 
tives. 
Article 92 - The law shall determine the salaries and 
allocations of the president and vice-president of the 
republic. Neither of them may collect any other salary or 
remuneration. 


Article 93 - The president and vice-president of the 
republic, during their term, may not engage, even indi- 
rectly, in a liberal profession or commercial, or financial, 
or industrial activity. Nor may either of them purchase 
Or rent any state property, not even in a public auction. 
Nor may they rent or sell or give in exchange any of their 
property. The president and vice-president of the 
republic must refrain from engaging in party activity 
during their term. 

Article 94 - The president of the republic shall have the 
authority to: 


1. Represent the republic domestically and abroad. 


2. Summon voters at the designated time to general 
elections pursuant to the Constitution and laws in effect. 


3. Call for a general referendum on important issues 
pertaining to the supreme interests of the country. 


4. Commission another to form a Government and issue 
a republican decree naming the members of that Gov- 
ernment. 


5. Formulate, in collaboration with the Government, 
general state policy, and supervise, with the Govern- 
ment, the implementation of general state policy in the 
manner stated in the Constitution. 


6. Summon the Cabinet to a meeting headed by him 
whenever necessary. 


7. Name members of the National Defense Council 
pursuant to the law. 


8. Issue laws approved by the Council of Representatives 
and the National Assembly; issue regulations imple- 
menting those laws. 


9. Appoint and dismiss senior state civilian and military 
officials pursuant to the law. 


10. Establish military ranks pursuant to the law. 


11. Bestow medals and decorations stipulated by law, or 
permit the bearing of medals bestowed by other coun- 
tries. 
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12. Issue a resolution to ratify treaties and agreements 
approved by the Council of Representatives and the 
National Assembly. 


13. Ratify agreements requiring the consent of the 
Council of Representatives, after the Cabinet approves 
said agreements. 

14. Establish diplomatic missions, and appoint and 
recall ambassadors pursuant to the law. 

15. Accredit representatives of foreign countries and 
organizations. 

16. Grant the right of political asylum. 


17. Declare a state of emergency and general mobiliza- 
tion pursuant to the law. 


18. Assume any other authorities stipulated by the 
Constitution and the law. 


Article 95 - If an event occurs requiring a speedy decision 
with no delay during a recess or period of dissolution of 
the Council of Representatives, the president of the 
republic may make decisions regarding said event which 
have the force of law, provided that said decisions not 
violate the Constitution or estimates contained in the 
Budget Law. These decisions must be presented to the 
Council of Representatives at its first meeting. If said 
decisions are not presented to the Council of Represen- 
tatives, the Council shall take it upon itself to discuss the 
subject and take appropriate decisions. If the president's 
decisions are presented, and the Council does not 
approve them, the force of law enjoyed by said decisions 
shall cease as of the date on which approval of them was 
denied, or as of the date established by the Council, with 
an adjustment for the effects stemming from the manner 
in which it established said date. 

Article 96 - The president of the republic, based on the 
recommendation of the relevant minister, and after the 
consent of the Cabinet, shall promulgate the necessary 
regulations for the implementation of laws and the 
regulation of public agencies and administrations, pro- 
vided that none of the said regulations suspends provi- 
sions of laws or dispenses with the implementation of 
laws. The president may empower another to promulgate 
said regulations and resolutions. The law may designate 
who shall promulgate regulations and resolutions neces- 
sary to implement a law. 


Article 97 - The president of the republic shall declare a 
state of emergency by republican decree in the manner 
stated in the law. He must summon the National 
Assembly to present this declaration to it within seven 
days of making it. If the Council of Representatives or 
the Consultative Council is dissolved, the former 
Council shall convene by force of the Constitution. If the 
National Assembly is not summoned to convene, or if it 
convenes and said declaration is not presented to it in 
the manner stated above, the state of emergency shall 
cease by force of the Constitution. In all events, a state of 
emergency shall only be declared due to war, internal 
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discord, or natural disasters. A state of emergency shall 
be declared only for a limited period. It may not be 
extended without the consent of the National Assembly. 


Article 98 - Repealed. 
Article 99 - Repealed. 


Article 100 - The president of the republic may request 
reports from the prime minister pertaining to the accom- 
plishment of tasks which the cabinet is responsible for 
implementing. He is also entitled to request reports from 
ministers through the prime minister. 


Article 101 - The president and vice-president of the 
republic may be charged with high treason, violation of 
the Constitution, or any act which is detrimental to the 
independence and sovereignty of the country based on a 
request of one half of the members of the Council of 
Representatives. Only a two-thirds majority of the 
Council of Representatives may issue an indictment 
decree. The law shall state procedures for trying the 
president and vice-president of the republic. If the pres- 
ident and vice-president of the republic are indicted, the 
Office of the Council of Representatives shall exercise 
the functions of president and vice-president tempo- 
rarily until the court renders a judgement. The said law 
shall be promulgated during the first regular session of 
the Council of Representatives following the entering 
into force of this Constitution. If either of them is 
convicted, he shall be discharged from his position by 
force of the Constitution without prejudice to other 
penalties. In all cases, none of the crimes mentioned in 
this article shall be extinguished by limitations. 


Added Articles 


Article ( ) - The president of the republic and the Cabinet 
shall exercise executive authority on behalf of the people 
within the limits stipulated in the Constitution. 


Article ( ) - The president of the republic is the supreme 
commander of the armed forces. 


Article ( ) - The president of the republic shall be assisted 
in his tasks by the vice-president. The president may 
delegate some of his authorities to the vice-president. 


Added Articles 


Article ( ) - A death sentence shall not be executed 
without the approval of the president of the republic. 
The president of the republic, in other than cases of 
Shari’ah-based punishment, is entitled to pardon or 
commute punishment. A general amnesty shall be only 


by law. 


(The expression “president of the republic” shall replace 
“presidency council” wherever it occurs in provisions of 
the Constitution.) 
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Section Two Article 115 - As is. 
Article 102 - As is. Added Articles 


the Council of Representatives. An indictment decree 
shall be issued only by a two-thirds majority of the 


council. 
2. Any official mentioned in paragraph | of this article, 
who is shall cease working until a decision is 


charged, 
made in his matter. He shall not be prevented from 
his service by the establishment or continu- 


completing 

ation of a legal proceeding against him. 

3. The investigation and trial of the prime minister, the 

prime minister's deputies, and ministers and trial proce- 

eam areas 
w. 


4. The provisions of the preceding paragraphs of this 
article shall apply to deputy ministers. 


Article 112 - As is. 


Article 113 - If it becomes clear that the prime minister 
is unable to cooperate with a Cabinet member, the prime 
minister may ask the president of the republic to dismiss 
the concerned Cabinet member. 


Article 114 - If the prime minister is no longer able to 
bear his responsibilities, or if the Council of Represen- 
tatives blocks or withdraws its confidence in the Gov- 
ernment, the prime minister must submit the resignation 
of the government to the president of the republic. 


Article ( ) - The prime minister, his deputies, and the 
ministers must fulfill the criteria that a member of the 
Council of Representatives must fulfill, taking into 
account the minimum age requirement of 30 years of 
age. 


[24 Jun 93 p 4] 
Section Three 


The Agencies of the Local Authority 


Article 117 - The territory of the Republic of Yemen 
shall be divided into administrative units which enjoy a 
juridical personality. The law shall specify their number, 

divisions, and boundaries. In addition, the law shall 
regulate the distribution of authorities to the heads of 
administrative units and the heads of agencies in them. 
Administrative units and local councils shall be consid- 
ered an inseparable part of the state authority. 

Article 118 - The administrative units shall have local 
councils which are freely, directly, and equally elected at 
the level of the governorate and district. These councils 
shall exercise their authorities within the boundaries of 
the administrative unit and shall be in charge of public 
services. The law shall determine their functions, author- 
ities, rights, and duties in this regard. The law shall also 
specify the method for nominating and electing local 
councils and the method of operation of local councils, 
as well as their financial resources, the rights and duties 
of their members, the role of their members in imple- 
menting the development plan, and all other provisions 
pertaining to them, taking into account the adoption of 
administrative decentralism as a foundation of the local 
administration system. 


Added Article 


Article ( ) - The governors and district commissioners 
shall be elected. The law shall state the method of their 
nomination and election. The governors shall be 
accountable and responsible to the president of the 
republic and the Council of Representatives. The deci- 
sions of the president of the republic and the Council of 
Representatives are binding on the governors and dis- 
trict commissioners, who must implement them in all 
cases. 


Article 119 - As is. 
Part Three 


The Judicial Authority 


Article 120 - The judiciary is an independent authority. 
The courts shall be responsible for judging all disputes 
and crimes. Judges shall be independent. There shall be 
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no authority over them, other than the law, in their 
rendering of judgements. No party may in any way 
interfere in cases or in any judicial affair. Such interven- 
tion shall be considered a crime punishable by law, and 
no legal such a crime shall be 


proceeding 
extinguished by limitations. 
Article 121 - As is. 


Article 122 - Judges of the law may be dismissed only in 
the cases, and according to the criteria, stipulated by the 
law. They may not be transferred from judicial to 
nonjudicial positions without their consent and the 
consent of the body concerned with their affairs, so long 
as such transfer is not for disciplinary purposes. The law 
shall regulate the disciplinary trying of judges. 


Article 123 - Repealed. 


Article 124 - The Supreme Court of the republic is the 
highest judicial body. The law shall stipulate the method 
of its formation and state its authorities and procedures 
followed before it. The Supreme Court shall act in 
particular to: 

a. Adjudicate claims and pleas pertaining to the uncon- 
stitutionality of laws, regulations, rules, and resolutions. 


b. Adjudicate disputes over jurisdiction between judicial 
agencies. 
c. Adjudicate contestations of elections. 


d. Adjudicate appeals of final judgements which possess 
a definitive status with respect to civil, commercial, and 
criminal articles, personal statutes, administrative dis- 
putes, and disciplinary actions. 


e. Interpret the law. 


g [as published]. Try the president and vice-president of 
the republic, the prime minister and his deputies, and 
the ministers and their deputies, pursuant to the law. 


Article 125 - As is. 


Added Articles 
Article ( ) - 


1. The president of the Supreme Court, with the assis- 
tance of his deputies and the administrative apparatus 
pertaining to the Supreme Court, shall be responsible for 
disposition of the judiciary’s administrative and finan- 
cial matters pursuant to the law. 


2. A Judicial Authority shall, under the supervision of 
the president of the Supreme Court and his deputies, 
assume responsibility for judicial supervision over 
judges, without infringing on the independence of the 
judiciary, in accordance with regulations established by 
the general assembly of the Supreme Court, which shall 
state the method of its formation and operation, and all 
matters related to it. 
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3. Within the purview of the Supreme Court, there shall 
be formed a judiciary council headed by the president of 
the Supreme Court. The law shall state the method of its 
formation. This council shall assume responsibility for: 
applying guarantees granted to judges; and recom- 
mending the appointment, promotion, transfer, disci- 
plining, dismissal, receipt of the resignations, and retire- 
amt, of lod of Go lov. The council shall also be 
responsible for studying and approving a draft budget for 
the judiciary for submission to the president of the 
republic in preparation for its insertion as [item] number 
one in the general state budget. 


Article ( ) - The law shall regulate the function and 

authorities of the Office of the Attorney General and its 

relationship with the judiciary. Members of the Office of 

the Attorney General shall be appointed, disciplined, 

* — according to the conditions established by 
W. 


Article () - The attorney general shall be responsible for 
leading the apparatus of the Office of the Attorney 
General. He shall be a member of the Cabinet by virtue 
of his position. 

Article ( ) - The legal profession is a vocation which 
performs a service and seeks to provide for justice, 
freedom, and the sovereignty of the law. The law shall 
regulate this profession. 


Added Articles 


Article ( ) - All competent state agencies must at all times, 
in all places, and in all circumstances, execute the 
verdicts of the judiciary. 

Article 126 - As is. 

Article 127 - As is. 


Article 128 - As is. 


Chapter 5 
Principles of the Amendment of the Constitution and 
General Provisions 


The number of this chapter shall be amended so that its 
title becomes Chapter 5, in view of the merging of 
Chapter 4, pertaining to the judiciary and the attorney 
general, with Chapter 3, pertaining to the regulation of 
the authorities of the state, both of which became Part 
[read: Chapter] 3. 


Article 129 - The president of the republic and the 
Council of Representatives may request the amendment 
of one or more articles of the constitution. The request 
shall state the articles whose amendment is desired and 
the reasons necessitating an amendment. If the request is 
issued by the Council of Representatives, one third of its 
members must sign it. In all cases, the council shall 
discuss the principle of the amendment and decide it by 
a majority of its members. If the council rejects the 
request, amendment of the same articles may not be 
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requested for one year. If the Council of Representatives 
approves the principle of the amendment, the National 
Assembly discusses, two months after this approval, the 
articles whose amendment is sought. If three quarters of 
the National Assembly approve the amendment, the 
amendment is presented to the people for a general 
referendum. If an absolute majority of those voting in 
the general referendum approve the amendment, the 
amendment is deemed to be in effect as of the date of the 
announcement of the results of the referendum. 


Added Articles 


Article ( ) - The president and vice-president of the 
republic shall be elected for the first time following 
approval of the constitutional amendments by the 
Council of Representatives. The president and vice- 
president of the republic shall be nominated and elected 
on a single list. Nomination shall be by one quarter of the 
members of the Council of Representatives. Candidates 
for president and vice-president of the republic whose 
list obtains the votes of a majority of the members of the 
Council of Representatives shall be considered president 
and vice-president of the republic. If the list does not 
obtain a majority, two others are nominated, and the 
same procedures mentioned above are followed. 


Added Articles 


Article () - A supreme, independent, neutral committee 
shall be responsible for conducting, supervising, and 
controlling general elections and general referendums. 
The law shall determine the number of members of this 
committee, the conditions that must be fulfilled by its 
members, and the method for nominating and 
appointing its members. The law shall also determine the 
purviews and authorities of said committee, so as to 
ensure that it will perform its functions in the best 
manner. 


Article 130 - The expression “two parts of Yemen” 
contained in the article shall be eliminated inasmuch as 
it is the only remaining expression of the effects of the 
division and need not be stipulated, taking into account 
replacement of the word “part,” also contained in the 
article, with the word “scope.” 


Article 131 - As is. 


Economic Problems, Opportunities Analyzed 
93LH0023A Aden AL-THAWRI in Arabic 
22 Jul 93 pp 5, 6 


(Unattributed article: “Business Opportunities Available 
in Yemen; Economic Problems: 30 Percent Unemploy- 
ment Rate, 60 Percent Inflation Rate, and $7.8 Billion in 
Foreign Debts; Economic Improvement Prospects 
Depend on Development of Oil Sector’’] 


[Text] London’s AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT has published 
a series of articles on business prospects in the Middle 
East’s small and medium markets. The articles we are 
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republishing here review business opportunities avail- 
able in Yemen and Yemen's prospects of future eco- 
nomic improvement. 


While it republishes this article, AL-THAWRI wishes to 
point out that AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT itself is respon- 
sible for the data and figures the article contains. 


London—AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT—Within the context 
of the search for opportunities in markets other than the 
Middle East’s conventional or densely-populated mar- 
kets, the British Middle East Trade Commission has 
drafted a study on the region’s small and medium 
markets and the chances of their growth in their capacity 
as markets that offer less competition and provide 
opportunities for projects, contracts, and exports. In the 
first part, the study focused on the Sultanate of Oman. 
Today, the study focuses the light on Yemen. 


There has been tangible improvement in Yemen’s future 
economic prospects as a result of the development of the 
oil resources which represented in 1992 more than 80 
percent of the export revenues, or the equivalent of $380 
million. However, economic conditions will be difficult 
in the short run. Yemen continues to suffer from the 
consequences of the Gulf war, estimated to have cost the 
country no less than $3 billion in the form of trade 
revenues, loans, and remittances from expatriate work- 
efs,. 


The return from Saudi Arabia of nearly 800,000 emi- 
grants has had a major negative impact on the country’s 
current account and has led to a 30-percent unemploy- 
ment rate and to major pressures on services in the urban 
areas. 


Since 1990, the Yemeni economy has experienced a 
negative growth, which has resulted in an inflation rate 
of no less than 60 percent. It seems this rate will continue 
to rise because of the continued budget deficit and the 
devalued riyal in the collateral market, to which private 
sector merchants have to resort to get the foreign 
exchange they need. The deficit in the 1992 budget is 
estimated at 30 billion Yemeni riyals ($1.7 billion). 
Yemen’s total foreign debt, estimated at nearly $7.8 
billion (or the equivalent of 100 percent of the gross 
domestic product), imposes additional restrictions on 
Yemen’s general fiscal conditions. 


Oil and Gas Sector 


Yemen's prospects for economic improvement rely to a 
large degree on development of the oil sector, which 
represents, at the same time, a promising prospect for 
foreign investors. Oil reserves are estimated at 3.75 
billion barrels, most of which is located in the southern 
part of the country. Since the two parts of the country 
have been unified, oil exploration activities have been 
accelerating steadily, especially in the former border 
areas and next to the Ma’rib oil field, which currently 
produces crude oil. Oil has been found in Shabwah. 
Prospecting activities have also successfully found oil- 
rich areas in other parts of the country, especially in 
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Jana’ah and Masilah. Prospecting concessions continue 
to be granted at present. More than 20 international 
corporations, including British Petroleum, British Gas, 
and Clyde Petroleum, are taking part in exploration. 


Currently, Yemen’s oil production is 185,000 barrels per 
day, most of which is produced by the Yemen Oil 
Company. This production is concentrated in Jawf 
Ma’rib and it is expected that it will rise to 300,000 
barrels daily with the onset of the coming fall season 
when the oil fields discovered by Occidental, a Canadian 
company, will begin production. These fields are located 
in the Masilah area, in the eastern part of the country. 
Observers consider it likely that production will con- 
Sag ee Sey ee Sennen eae Ow Oa OY 


At present, Yemen is seeking funds and is embarking on 
joint projects to modernize its oil and gas installations, 
which are in need of maintenance and restoration. 
Yemen also plans to modernize the old Aden refinery in 
order to raise its capacity to 200,000 barrels per day. 
Moreover, the authorities concerned have proposed that 
another refinery be built in al-Mukalla. This proposal is 
still under consideration. 


Contracts continue to be granted for activities to supply 
services to the oil fields. Areas in which these fields are 
located have become the most important development 
areas. Moreover, there are increasing opportunities in 
transportation, geological surveying, and drilling, 
according to assertions by the Offshore Supplies Office. 


operating them will need the services of domestic service 
companies. A number of Yemeni private sector contrac- 
tors are indicating that they wish to invest in the Yemeni 
oil sector by setting up joint projects with foreign invest- 
ment circles. The city of Aden is considered the main 
area where industries supporting the oil sector will grow. 


Yemen is also distinguished by its possession of a 
significant gas reserve, ranging from 15 to 20 trillion 
cubic feet. There are plans to begin producing this gas to 
supply the needed fuel to the electric power stations and 
to use this gas as a raw material in the production of 
locally-manufactured fertilizer. Produced gas will also be 
exported. Steps are underway to grant a number of 
contracts on gas distribution and use inside Yemen. The 
Yemeni Exploration and Production Company (YEPC), 
which is a joint venture of Hunt and Exxon, has pro- 
posed that it develop its concession areas, which include 
significant gas reserves. This proposal includes the con- 
struction of a plant for the production of liquefied 
natural gas. Last August, the said company concluded an 
$85-million contract with a number of foreign firms, 
including SIPEM [expansion not given], an Italian firm, 
and contractors from Lebanon, to build one facility to 
treat gas from ‘Ulayf, Asad, and al-Kamil fields and 
another facility to treat gas from al-Rayya field. 
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Electric Power 


It is likely that development of Yemen’s gas resources 
and increased demand emanating from continued pop- 
ulation growth will create major opportunities for expan- 
sion in the electric power sector. 


At present, only 25 percent of the total population 
receives electric power supplied by the General Elec- 
tricity Authority. It is expected that in the next five years 
Yemen will be reelectrified through a number of 


projects, including power plants that rely on gas for fuel. 


Currently, there are three main plants for the production 
of electric power, plus a power linkage plant that is under 
construction. For the next three years, there are plans to 
build another power plant in Sanaa with a capacity of 
180 megawatts. This plant is expected to be completed in 
1994. This is in addition to three small plants, each with 
a capacity of 30 megawatts, in various parts of the 
country. It is hoped that these projects will change the 
condition of this sector, which is experiencing at present 
numerous difficulties embodied in the low quality and 
high cost of the sector’s production. 


The Rural Water and Electricity Authority was formed 
recently to oversee supplies beyond the main cities. It is 
expected that reforms launched by the government will 
permit the private sector to invest in electric power, 
including the construction of private power plants. 


It is worth noting that Britain contributed from the onset 
to Yemen’s electric power supply industry and that 
numerous Yemeni engineers were trained in Britain. 
Moreover, the British Council in Sanaa is attempting to 
bolster cooperation between the two countries in this 
area. 


Construction Sector 


The construction sector, especially in the southern part 
of the country, has experienced feverish activity since 
unity was established. Oil discovery has given local 
investors a strong incentive to embark on significant 
construction projects, especially housing Projects. There 
is a growing demand for housing services in Aden, 
considering that most of its buildings need restoration 
and maintenance. It is likely that al-Mukalla Port will see 
major construction activity, whether in housing or in 
building industrial sites close to the oil fields. 


Local contractors are undertaking the major part of 
Yemen's construction work. But the need for interna- 
tional expertise in major construction projects, such as 
hotels, for example, has escalated. Costain, John Ling, 
and Sir William Hullcrow companies are participating in 
a number of joint projects. Thus, exporters have oppor- 
tunities to supply Yemeni circles with various construc- 
tion materials. 
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Agricultural Sector 


There is also the agricultural sector, which encompasses 
Yemen’s most important economic activities, consid- 
ering that more than 70 percent of the population 
continues to live in the countryside. 


But agricultural productivity is low because of a number 
of factors, including the ownership structure of arable 
land, limited investment in agriculture, and scarce water 
resources. 


At present, nearly 60 percent of employed labor is in 
agriculture. But agriculture’s contribution to the gross 
domestic product does not exceed 20 percent. Yemen’s 
farm exports have been decreasing steadily. On the other 
hand, the country’s food imports have been increasing. 


There are a number of regional agricultural development 
projects that seek to improve productivity levels and to 
achieve self-sufficiency in food production. These 
projects focus especially on water utilities and water 
storage systems. Yemen's agricultural sector shows an 
increasing need for a number of production elements, 
most significantly chemical fertilizer, seed, pesticides, 
veterinary drugs, and machinery and equipment, partic- 
ularly irrigation pumps, drilling rigs, and irrigation and 
water preservation systems. 

A major fishing sector project is currently being imple- 
mented. It is financed by the EEC, the World Bank, and 
the International Fund for Agricultural Development. 
The project focuses on developing infrastructure facili- 
ties, on fish transporting and marketing, and on reorga- 
nizing the agencies overseeing this sector’s work. There 
are opportunities for setting up fishing facilities and for 
supplying equipment used in this activity. 


Other projects financed by the World Bank focus on soil 
and water preservation, education, and road and sewer 
construction, including the provision of advisory ser- 
vices to the Sanaa project. The latest meeting 
held between Yemen and the EEC decided that future 
project financing will focus on preserving water 
resources, the environment, and rural development. This 
meeting discussed aspects of cooperation in tourism, 
civil aviation, development of human resources, and 
road restoration. It further discussed scientific and tech- 
nological cooperation. A number of proposals were made 
in this regard. 


Tourism Sector 


The Yemeni Government seeks to utilize the commer- 
cial opportunities offered by the country’s tourism 
sector. In this regard, the government promotes private 
and foreign participation. This sector represents an area 
which can be beneficial to British interests, and Euro- 
pean interests generally. The development of tourism 
can create more opportunities in the areas of blueprint- 
ing, construction, communications, and airport and 
hotel management. 
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Industrialization 


The Yemeni Government, like the other Middle East 
governments, devotes special attention to expanding the 
industrial sector so as to diversify the economic base and 
create employment opportunities for the ever-growing 
labor market. But the development of this sector is faced 
with a number of obstacles, most significantly the scar- 
city of skilled labor and the need to import a large 
percentage of the raw materials. 

Food processing is an important activity in this sector, 
plus the plants for textiles, leather products, jewelry, 
construction materials, and chemicals. The private 
sector is making tangible efforts in this area. In 1990, this 
sector is estimated to have contributed 25 percent of the 
total industrial production. It is possible to supply this 
sector with the raw materials, machinery, and equipment 
it needs. 


Commerce and Investment 


The Yemeni Government seeks to attract foreign invest- 
ment to the industrial sector and other sectors. The 1991 
investment law, which was welcomed by foreign business 
circles and investors, offers great privileges, including 
the elimination of restrictions on the size of foreign 
participation in companies, customs tax exemptions and 
other tax exemptions, the right to remit 61 percent of 
profits and wages to the outside world, simplified admin- 
istrative procedures for imports, and so forth. After the 
law was issued, a general investment authority was 
formed to oversee the implementation of this law in an 
effort to strengthen investment and to assist investors 
and provide them with the services they need. 


The establishment of a free trade zone in Aden is still in 
the planning stages, and it is not yet clear when the work 
to create this zone will start. 


Recently, the main blueprint for this zone was completed 
and bids were invited for construction of the zone’s 
infrastructure projects. 


Finally, it can be said that Yemen, which has a popula- 
tion of 13-14 million people, will continue for a period of 
time to rely to a large degree on foreign imports. The 
private sector will play a major role in developing the 
country, especially since it has the ability to overcome 
the difficulties. 


Import and export activities enjoy a greater degree of 
freedom and openness now, and import permits are 
granted with greater ease. There is a number of agencies 
in all major Yemeni cities that handle the task of 
granting import and export permits. 


According to the British Embassy's assurances, Yemen is 
an important market for British exports, if they are 
channeled toward the appropriate sectors. However, 
Yemen can be a difficult market which requires exten- 
sive efforts, especially efforts to find the right domestic 


partner. 
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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Treatment of Ethnic Nepalese in Bhutan Seen 
Tragic 


93AS0998A Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
4 Jul 93 pp 6-7 (Supplement) 


[Article by Shyam Bahadru and Subrata Nagchoudhuri: 
“An Ethnic Tragedy”) 


[Text] Last month, Narasimha Rao cancelled what 
would have been the first trip by an Indian Prime 
Minister to Bhutan since Rajiv Gandhi’s 1988 visit. 
Rao’s dilemma wasn’t unexpected: 100,000 Bhutanese 
of Nepalese origin—more than ten per cent of Bhutan’s 
population!—have been deported by that nation and are 
now housed in refugee camps in eastern Nepal and north 
Bengal. As a country which maintains cordial relations 
with both Bhutan and Nepal, India could hardly afford 
to anger either neighbour. 


That, however, did little to lessen the tragedy. While 
some 15,000 ethnic Nepalese refugees have crossed over 
into north Bengal’s Dooars, the rest 85,000 have taken 
shelter in Nepal, where they now live in nightmarish 
conditions in six refugee camps. The Bhutanese refugees 
have started streaming into Nepal and India following 
what is alleged to have been a brutal suppression of the 
pro-democracy movement in September 1990. The 
movement had been launched by southern Bhutanese, 
mostly of Nepalese origin, who began demanding West- 
ern-style multi-party democracy and Constitutional 


y. 


“The problems started about three years ago when all the 
male members—who were suspected by the Government 
of belonging to the Bhutanese People’s Party—were 
barred from living in their houses with their families,” 
sr ys Harima, a 60-year-old woman now residing for over 
18 months at the Beldangi-1 camp in the Jhapa und 
Morang district in Nepal. Harima comes from Dillipur 
in Geylephug district of southern Bhutan, and she’s seen 
the worst. “For two years I had to hide and feed (the 
men) in the jungles. But the police would frequently 
come to ask for their whereabouts.” 


For a long time Nepal had been alleging that Bhutanese 
security forces had unleashed a reign of terror on the 
people of southern Bhutan—burning down houses, 
raping women and forcing the population to flee en 
mass. Thimpu, however, variously described the people 
fleeing Bhutan as “illegal immigrants,” “terrorists” and 
“illegal economic immigrants.” Initially, Western diplo- 
matic missions both in Kathmandu and New Delhi 
tended to take Nepal’s allegations at face value. But now 
they admit that excesses have indeed taken place. 


According to Harima of Beldangi-1 camp, Bhutan’s 
security forces did not spare even the women. ““We were 
chased and many of us were raped. The situation had 
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become unbearable,” she recalls. “One day, all the vil- 
lagers gathered together and started walking to India. For 
three nights we walked and during the daytime hid in the 


Beldangi-!, the largest of the six refugee camps, wears a 
well-organised look, with clusters of bamboo huts 
arranged in blocks. On every door is a plate bearing the 
block number, the names of the residents and the name 
of the village in Bhutan from which they hail. The huts 
are exclusively for refugees with proper identity papers; 
this convention is followed to challenge the assertion of 
the Bhutanese Government that camp occupants are 
“illegal immigrants” or “terrorists.” 


The refugee camps have been taken under its wings by 
the United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR), which, along with other voluntary organisa- 
tions like the Lutheran World Service and the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent, has been offering all kinds of help to 
the camp inmates. They have built huts, sanitation 
systems, schools and community houses. While the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent and the Save the Children Fund 
have built health centres, Cariatas and Oxfam hold 
regular lectures on vocational training, mainly in knit- 
ting and weaving. 


In spite of the recent tendency towards openness and the 
present king's international education, Bhutan remains a 
country shrouded in mystery and tradition. Visitors 
usually speak of a fairy-tale land with majestic, 300- 
year-old monastic fortresses, known as dzongs, exotic 
dance festivals and ethnic yak herders in bamboo hats. 


For centuries, Bhutan’s main claim to fame was the 
magnificent Himalayan peaks which lie along its 
northern border and a strong Buddhist tradition. Two 
seventh-century Tibetan-style Buddhist temples, Kyichu 
Ihakhang, in the Paro valley, and Jampe Ihakhang, in 
Burnthang, pay witness to this important aspect of 
Bhutan’s ancient past. 


In the 17th century, a dual system of spiritual and 
temporal rulers was established. It continued until the 
early years of this century when Bhutan’s first heredi- 
tary, absolute monarch was named. 


The present king, Jigme Singye Wangchuk, ascended the 
“Thunder Dragon” throne in 1972. He succeeded his 
father who has been generally credited with Bhutan’s 
modernisation. The king’s father established the 
National Assembly, which meets twice a year, a Royal 
Advisory Council and, in 1961, the first five-year 
national plan. 


For the past quarter century, Bhutan has been moving 
away from its self-imposed isolation and increasing its 
capabilities in self-reliance. Its key industries include 
cement, minerals, wood and distillery products, while 
significant electric power from the Indian-built Chukha 
hydel project is exported to India. 
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The close relations between Bhutan and India extend 
from foreign policy and defence to economic: the Rao 
visit which fell through would have resulted in India 
offering a financial-aid package of Rs 75O[rupees] crore 
to Bhutan for its seventh five-year plan. India is consid- 
ered to be in a unique position to help resolve the issue 
as it has treaties with Bhutan (1949) and Nepal (1950). 
But Narasimha Rao’s policy of playing it safe has come 
as a “great disappointment” to Nepalese Prime Minister 
Girija Prasad Koirala. 

The cry for democracy in Bhutan is attributed to the 
attempt decades ago to set up educational and technical 
institutions on the Western model. The elite Drukpa 
community never availed of this opportunity, and 
instead often went abroad to study. The ethnic Nepalese, 
however, took full advantage of these educational and 
technical institutions, and the students who spearheaded 
the pro-democracy movement were the products of this 
process. 


In the wake of the movement, the Royal Government of 
Bhutan first closed down these institutions. Television 
links were snapped; priority was placed on national 
identity, or driglam namzha;, and, by law, all members of 
the population were told to wear the national dress— 
baku or dzongka, the official language. 


Then a new citizenship act of 1985 was implemented 
through a national census in 1988; this act rendered all 
the previous citizenship acts null and void. All this was 
overtly and covertly aimed at reining in the ethnic 
Nepalese population. However draconian the measures 
may “~~ been, for the native Bhutanese, the fear of 
bei’ mped by the ethnic Nepalese population 
* irely unfounded. 


vl ae exodus began, the Lhotshampas, or Nepalese- 
speaking people, accounted for an estimated 30 to 50 
percent of Bhutan’s population of 900,000. Their homes 
are concentrated in the flat, fertile belt in the south of the 
kingdom, which accounted for nearly half of the coun- 
try’s Gross Domestic Product in 1990. 


The earliest Lhotshampas arrived in the kingdom from 
Nepal during the 1600s. Encouraged by the British, the 
main wave moved into southern Bhutan in the late 19th 
century. The last settlers came during the 1950s, and in 
1959, further immigration was banned. 


Unlike the Lhotshampas who are Hindus, the indigenous 
Bhutanese follow different schools of Buddhism. In the 
six districts of the north-west live the Drukpas, who 
migrated from Tibet. They follow the Drupika Kagyupa 
school of Lamaist Buddhism and speak Dzon Ka, based 
on Tibetan. They comprise around 16 percent of the 


population. 


In the eastern part of Bhutan live the Sarchops, who 
form about 30 percent of the kingdom’s population. 
They speak a distinct language called Sarchopa and 
follow the Nyingmapa school of Lamaist Buddhism. 
Besides, there are smaller tribes and ethnic groups like 
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the Doyas of south-eastern Bhutan. So, the cultural edict, 
or driglam namzha, of the Goverrment—dominated by 
the minority Drukpas—is being forced on 85 percent of 
the population! 


In order to implement the citizenship pact of 1985, 
people were classified into seven categories, F-1 to F-7. 
Only those who possessed the land certificates for the 
year 1958 were given F-1 status and regarded as Bhu- 
tanese nationals—the other categories were simply 
denied the status. 


Thirty-year-old Summan Rai, the second secretary of 
Beldangi-1, recalls his own experience in Bhutan: “Most 
people from my village had already left the country. We, 
the residents of 190 houses, were called by Government 
officials to the mandal house where, surrounded by five 
army men and ten policemen, we were forced to sign a 
document. My parents were given an F-! status and 
allowed to stay in Bhutan; but I got an F-2, and given 15 
days to leave the country.” 


At the refugee camps in Nepal, people who worked their 
whole life from dawn to dusk are now condemned to sit 
idle. There is a school for the children, the women cook 
for their families and some of them work as blacksmiths 
and hairdressers. To supplement the family income, 
some men join their womenfolk in knitting long shawis 
which are sewn together in woolen covers to be used 
against the biting cold of the winter Terai. 


Worst than the loss of material belongings is the memory 
of the humiliation, the violence and the harassment 
these refugees have undergone. “They wanted me to 
marry a Drukpa, so at 12 one night I left for Nepal,” says 
Kandalmaya Dulal, 29, a widow. “I had an orchard, and 
the villagers had built roads and a hydroelectric power 
station. We helped the country to <ievelop. I want to go 
back.” 


The persecution of people like Rai and Dulal has been 
recorded by Amnesty International, the respected Lon- 
don-based human-rights-monitoring organisation, in a 
December 1992 report. On a visit to southern Bhutan, an 
Amnesty team collected the testimony of a large number 
of victims of security excesses. 


Sheltering the refugees is proving to be a massive eco- 
nomic burden for Nepal. Which is why the Nepalese 
Prime Minister has been trying to convince Western 
diplomats of the magnitude of the problem. Although in 
terms of number, the refugees from the then East Paki- 
stan who had crossed over to India in 1971 was very 
high, when compared to India’s size, economy and 
population, the Bhutanese-refugee problem in Nepal is 
considered to be worse than that faced by India. 


Meanwhile, the collection and use of wood by the 
refugees is taking a heavy toll of Nepal’s environment. 
Like their Nepalese hosts, the refugees invariably keep a 
fire burning in their homes. Its warmth and smell pro- 
vide a source of comfort and represent an age-old way of 
life for them. In fact, at one point of time, the relations 
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between the Nepalese Government and the refugees 
deteriorated to such an extent that armed police were 
seen at one camp in freezing January confiscating the 
larger pieces of wood from piles outside the huts. 


Given the extreme adversities to which they are exposed, 
it is litile wonder why the refugees constantly hope to go 
back to Bhutan. For the time, though, such hopes appear 


land. As heart-rending as their plight may be, the so 
important word in human life hope will continue to 
elude the Bhutanese refugees just as it eludes their 
millions of fellow sufferers worldwide. 
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[Article by A. C. Sinha: “Problem People”] 


[Text] Bhutanese refugees belong to three categories— 
Indian refugees from Assam, Meghalaya and other 
eastern Indian states; illegal immigrants to Bhutan who 
have no legal right to be in Bhutan and thus were 
expelled after the 1988 census operation; and the Lhat- 
shamps who willingly surrendered their Bhutanese sub- 
jecthood and ever since are busy with anti-Bhutanese 
terrorist activities. 


None of them has any claim on Bhutan. The Lhat- 
shampa refugees residing in various camps are Nepalese 
and hence the responsibility of the Nepalese govern- 
ment. Nepalese presence on the east of the river Tista is 
a part of a scheme to carve out a greater Nepal at the cost 
of Bhutan and India. This gives India and Bhutan a 
common cause to fight for. 


Even if India decides to ignore the menace of the 
Nepalese immigrants because of the presence of 
Nepalese people in India, its treaty obligations with 
Nepal and cultural and religious ties between the two 
nations, Bhutan cannot afford to ignore the problem. 
Doing so may threaten the very core of its ethnic and 
national identity. 

The Bhutanese have adopted a number of strategies to 
deal with the crisis. They consider Nepalese identity a 
myth since it is divided into small groups as Tamang, 
Rai, Gurung, Magar, Damai, Kami, Bahun, Chhetri, 
Newar, Madesia and Sherpa. The Bhutanese deny the 
Nepalese were present in Bhutan before 1900 AD and 
argue the latter are anti-nationals threatening a legal 
regime. 
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Of late, Bhutan has started cultivating scholars and 
journalists who could be more sympathetic to the cause 
of the last surviving lamaist monarchy in the world and 
inviting such persons on conducted tours in Bhutan. It is 
concentrating more on Indian academicians and journal- 
ists. The government has prepared illustrated documents 
to support its stand. 


The Bhutanese have claimed in this ethnic conflict 
between a dynastic theocracy and multi-ethnic demo- 
cratic forces, India is by and large with the former. The 
prime minister, Mr G. P. Koirala, met Bhutanese repre- 
sentatives in Dhaka during the South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation meet but nothing came of it. 
It is an issue that will have distinct repercussions on 
India. The articulate Indian Nepalese are impatiently 
watching the course of events in the conflict. The Indian 
role becomes more complicated because of open borders 
between India and Bhutan on one side and India and 
Nepal on another. Moreover, it is Indian territory that 
falls between Bhutan and Nepal. 


Any large scale human movement across these bound- 
aries will necessarily be known to Indian policy makers 
and strategic planners. It will be difficult for Indians to 
deal with a fourth front of live inter-ethnic conflict, 
adding to the Bangladeshi and Chakma refugees, Tamil 
militants from Sri Lanka and Pakistan trained militants 
in Kashmir. 

The saddest part of the entire crisis is that precious time 
is being lost and the Bhutanese are hardening their stand 
every day. The Nepalese are becoming desperate. The 
SAARC [South Asian Association for Regional Cooper- 
ation] nations cannot tackle the problem of floating 
Nepalese refugees across the borders of its three member 
states. 


The longer they remain in the camps the more insoluble 
the ethnic conflict becomes. In this context SAARC 
nations will have to remember the case of Bihari refugee 
camps after the creation of Bangladesh. SAARC needs to 
rise above hollow platitudes and evolve a consensus on 
the issue of the divided frontier communities across the 
national boundaries. 

The Bhutanese strategic elite need to pause for a moment 
and calculate the cost of ethnic strife and accommodate 
the expectations of the Lhatshampas in their fold. 


Bhutanese Policies Seen Cause of Nepali Refugee 
Exodus 
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[Article by Suhas Chakma: “Within Sight, Out of Mind”) 


[Text] At the eighth conference of the Non-aligned 
Movement nations in Havana, King Jigme Singye Wang- 
chuk of Bhutan, quoting from the Dhammapada, said, 
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“Never in this world does hatred cease by hatred, it 

ceases only by love. This is the law eternal.” 

The governments of Bhutan and Nepal are to hold 


discussions later this month to end the Bhutanese ref- 

ugee problem. But little is expected to be achieved in the 

meeting. Several rounds of discussions held earlier failed 
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utan. 


Bhutan is a small, landlocked kingdom sandwiched 
between two large neighbours—India and China. It is the 


Bhutan is ethnically pluralistic comprising the Drukpas, 
Sarchops, Nepalese and a few other tribals like the 
Santals, Totas, Doyas and the Rajbansis. Ethnic 
Nepalese people have been migrating to Bhutan since the 
17th century. They are now entangled in a conflict with 
the Drukpas, descendants of Tibetans. 


The Encyclopaedia Britannica states that according to 
the “best Bhutanese record. Tibetan troops invaded the 
country at the end of the ninth century AD, drove out the 
ruling Indian princes and their subjects and then settled 
down in occupation of the land.” 

The present Wangchuk dynasty has ruled Bhutan from 
1907. King Jigme Dorji Wangchuk (1952-72) created the 
national assembly in 1953, the royal advisory council in 
1965 and the council of ministers in 1968 in an attempt 
to shift the kingdom from centuries of medieval seclu- 
sion towards a more representative political system. A 
more productive economy and greater ties with other 
countries were other reasons reforms were undertaken. 


However, despite these changes Bhutan’s social and 
political evolution was constrained by limited adminis- 
trative capacity and resources. 

The roots of the present ethnic conflict, like many others 
in south Asia, lie in the fear that immigrants may 
overshadow the ruling clan and other indigenous peo- 
ples. In Bhutan’s case, the immigrants are from Nepal 
while Drukpas, the ruling ethnic group, spearhead the 
campaign against the former. 


Nepal established friendly relations with Bhutan during 
the reign of its famous Gorkha king, Ram Shah. Shab- 
drung Nawang Namgyal, the then ruler of Bhutan, vis- 
ited Nepal in 1624. Since then cross border migration 
from Nepal and eastern India into Bhutan has been 
occurring without hindrance. 


But by late the Seventies and early Eighties, immigration 
became politically controversial. The royal government 
of Bhutan became aware the Nepalese population in the 
country had begun to outnumber the local ethnic groups. 


The Bhutanese government made an attempt to impose 
restrictions on immigration. A report of the South Asia 
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Human Rights Documentation Centre says, “By the mid 
1980s the government had taken a hard, possibly vindic- 
tive stand on the issue and repression of the immigrants 
began in earnest.” 


Bhutan ordered a nationwide census in 1988, ostensibly 
to weed out illegal immigrants. The census team asked 
i speaking inhabitants in southern Bhutan to 
ide evidence of their arrival before 1958. Failure 
the penalty of being declared non-nationals. 


is was followed by the introduction of driglam 
Bhutanese way of life. The government 
it an effort to culturally integrate the Bhu- 
Nepalese of southern Bhutan saw this as 


J 


it 


: 


also maintained the establishment of a monk body 
consisting of five monks with one head lama for the 


g 


The ethnic Nepalese demonstrated and protested in the 
streets against the imposition of driglam namzha. The 
government asserted the movement is violent and even 
secessionist in nature. The “doctrine of national secu- 
ity” identified the members of the movement as “antin- 
ationals” and “terrorists.” As the conflict between the 
royal Bhutanese army and the members of the Nepalese 
community escalated, human rights violations 
increased. 


g 


Hundreds of villagers were jailed and tortured on 
charges of participation in peaceful demonstrations 
during the pro-democracy movement between Sep- 
tember and December 1990. 


Nepalese speaking Bhutanese accused the government of 
massacring the demonstrators. The government categor- 
ically denied reports of mass killings of political demon- 
strators and “rebels” were also involved in gross 
human rights violations including extrajudicial execu- 
tions. 

As the Bhutan government continues to evict the 
socalled non-nationals, refugees continue to pour into 
Nepal. Since March 1992 the refugees were entering at 
the rate of 10,000 per month bringing the present total to 
over 100,000. The lack of basic sanitation and other 
facilities increased the death rates in camps. In May 
1992 the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees declared an emergency and released funds. 


The presence of such a large number of refugees poses 
serious problems for Nepal. The refusal of the Bhutanese 
government to take back the refugees forced Nepal's 
prime minister, Mr G. P. Koirala, to request India to 





prepared to do to meet the demands of the Nepalese 
a policy to solve the refugee crisis. 


ical pressure may well propel Mr Koirala to venture 
beyond the domains of south Asia to solve the crisis. 


IRAN 


Effects of New Economic Policies Viewed 
93LA0112I1 Tehran ABRAR in Persian 10 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] Esfahan—Central News Unit. In the presence of 
the minister of economic affairs and finance the effects 
of the single rate of exchange and new economic policies 
were investigated. 

Nur Bakhsh, minister of Economic Affairs and Finance, 
stated that the goal of the new economic policies in the 
private sector is facilitating initiative for investment, 
prompt provision of raw materials, effective utilization 
of the machinery, and determining correct product value 
Thereafter he described the supportive policies in the 
government sector and said: The total support of and 
investment by the government in the institutions and 
organs that guard the interests of low-income groups plus 
providing an amount to 10 trillion rials [Ris] for public 
health, which is more than 40 percent of the interests of 
total state budget. 


He further added: From the aforementioned figure the 
government’s support of such organs as the Imam’s aid 
committee is Ris 388 billion, of which the figure in 1371 
(21 Mar 1992 - 20 Mar 1993] stood at Ris 100 billion, 
thus in the current year alone the aid committee was able 
to enhance the coverage of the families by 24 percent, so 
much so that in comparison to last year the pension of 
such families has doubled. 
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Continuing his remarks, Nur Bakhsh stated: Managers of 
our industrial units should be able to prepare themselves 
to pass through this sensitive period of single rate of 
exchange and base their management decisions and 
administrative control on the true value/cost of the 
products as well. 


Concluding he said: If we show our ability for resolving 
the problems of the new economic policies in Esfahan, 
certainly our procedure can become a successful example 
for other provinces to follow; thus the multiplicity of the 
ness of the industrial managers of this province could all 
be attributed to the total success of the province. 


Official Says Arak’s Air Worse Than Tehran’s 
93LA0110C Tehran ABRAR in Persian 8 Jun 93 p 9 


{Text] Arak—IRIvA. From the concentration of air pol- 
lutants, such as carbon monoxide, Arak’s air is more 
polluted than Tehran’s. 


Ebrahim Esmaili, director general of the Environmental 
Protection Agency of the Central Province in view of the 
“Environment Week” stated: On a yearly basis about 1.3 
million tons of carbon monoxide find its way into the air 
in Arak, whereas 400,000 tons of similar pollutants enter 
Tehran’s air annually. 


While comparing the small size and expanse of Arak to 
that of Tehran’s, he said: This indicates the fact that a 
large amount of concentrated air pollutants are envel- 
oping the small city of Arak in comparison to Tehran’s. 


He further added: 97.9 percent of the pollution in Arak’s 

air is caused by industrial pollutants, 2 percent by 

sed traffic, and 1.04 percent by domestic heating 
Is. 


He also said: Annually about 178,000 tons of carbohy- 
drates, 1.6 million tons of oxide of azote, 991,000 tons of 
sulphur dioxide, 40 tons of lead, and 102,000 tons of 
other pollutant particles enter Arak’s air. 


The Director General of the Environmental Protection 
Agency of the Central Province further stated: All the 
lead pollutants entering the air in Arak come from 
motorized vehicles. 


He said: The aforestated pollutants cause pulmonary 
diseases, eye and skin irritations, and heart ailments and 
can likewise affect flora and fauna as well. Esmaili 
further noted that Arak, which is surrounded by high 
mountain ranges and the specific atmospheric condition 
of the region, all help to trap and cause the air to remain 
dormant, thus creating a concentrated polluted environ- 
ment in this city. 


It should be further stated that the existence of the 
Meyghan Desert in the vicinity of Arak also enhances the 
“smog” phenomenon over the city itself, which is 
another dangerous element in the equation of air pollu- 
tion. 
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He also said: There are 417 industrial units surrounding 
Arak. Considering the existing rate of air and environ- 
mental pollution caused by these plants, it is suggested 
that construction of all the future industrial complexes to 
be prohibited within a radius of 30 km from the city. 


HOMA Designates Prayer Area on Boeing 747s 
93LA0112K Tehran ABRAR in Persian 7 Jun 93 p 10 


[Text] News Service. With due regard to the importance 
of performing one’s daily prayer during a flight, the 
Islamic Republic Airlines of Iran [HOMA], is the first 
airline in the world to designate a proper area on all its 
long-distance flights as a prayer area. 


While making the above statement, Sa’id Razeghi, 
director general of the public relations office of HOMA 
also said: Following the suggestions of the leader of the 
revolution, His Excellency Ayatollah Khamenei and 
various meetings by the responsible officials regarding 
the execution of a plan to create a proper recess assigned 
to prayer, HOMA, for the first time in the world on its 


long-distance flights has designated a prayer area. 


He further added: The necessity for specifically desig- 
nating this area for the timely performance of one’s 
prayer and the importance of the comfort of the clients 
as observed by HOMA, together with the efforts of the 
engineering and technical repair division of the said 
airline, all played a role in executing this project on all 
Boeing 747s, particularly long-distance fights. A 
spokesman for HOMA also pointed out: Before desig- 
nating this area for prayer, the performance of passen- 
gers’ daily prayers was not conveniently feasible, the lack 
of space caused the majority of the passengers to perform 
their daily prayers close to the exit or entrance doors or 
somewhere along the aisles. Razeghi also stated: Fortu- 
nately, with a designated prayer area, hereinafter HOMA 
passengers on long-distance flights will not be faced with 
any difficulty in the timely performance of their prayers. 


Ayatollah Calls For Subsidized Book Publication 
93LA0112J Tehran ABRAR in Persian 8 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] Qom—Central News Unit. At a meeting attended 
by the deputy director of the Ministry of Education and 
Islamic Guidance and Ayatollah Fazel Langarani, secre- 
tary of Qom’s Theological School Instructors, the activ- 
ities and various educational programs of the aforemen- 
tioned ministry were discussed. 


At this meeting Zarghami, deputy director for Coordi- 
nation of Affairs between the Islamic Consultative 
Assembly and the Ministry of Education and Islamic 
Guidance branches in the provinces, presented a com- 
prehensive report on the activities in the various educa- 
tional, artistic, film and video-making, plus the pro- 
grams and other facilitating means intended to show 
continuously the Islamic values and philosophy, partic- 
ularly to the younger generation. 
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The secretary of Qom’s Theological School Instructors, 
emphasized the necessity for printing and publishing 
Islamic books, especially those sources of emulation that 
have not so far been printed and asked the government 
to allot a subsidy for this purpose. 


Ayatollah Langarani, while totally rejecting the news 
report of one of the nation’s newspapers stated that the 
minister of education and Islamic guidance is an indi- 
vidual from a respectable and religious family who is 
completely supported by the scholars and the clerics and 
said: In the near future we will witness substantial 
transformation and changes in various artistic and edu- 
cational fields. 


The deputy director of the Ministry of Education and 
Islamic Guidance while pointing to the role of video in 
the make-up of social culture, emphasized the signifi- 
cance of Islamic exhortation and teachings. He further 
explained the continuous activities of the said ministry 
in the area of preparing proper films and correct and 
healthy presentation of the same to the people. 


While pointing to the meetings and seminars of the 
directors and other responsible officials of the Ministry 
of Education and Islamic Guidance with the scholars 
and other Islamic clerics during past year, Zarghami also 
emphasized the importance and sensitive role of per- 
petual supervision and observation of the religious 
school centers over the educational activities of his 
ministry. The deputy director of the guidance ministry 
further added: There is a specific plan under way along 
with the proper and correct operation of video activities 
to deal with individuals who use this educational tool in 
a negative fashion, which will seriously make them face 
the legal and juridical consequences of their action. 


Polluting Brick Kilns To Close in Hamadan 
93LA0112D Tehran ABRAR in Persian 14 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] Hamadan—ABRAR correspondent. One of the 
main sources of air and soil pollution of Hamadan 
Province is the incessant and unregulated activities of 
the brick kilns. 


Samad Zadeh, director general of the Environmental 
Protection Agency of Hamadan in an interview with the 
correspondents while making the above statement, also 
said: As a result of the operation of 1,200 brick kilns 
throughout the province of Hamadan, on an annual basis 
about 10,000 tons of various toxic and dangerous gases 
enter the air. If we do not begin a new method to replace 
the existing brick kilns or revise and design new building 
materials to replace the old, we will witness an ever 
increasing number of brick kilns throughout the prov- 
ince. In this regard he further added: Last year about 
1,094 hectares of land were occupied by these brick kilns 
while this figure is continuing to increase during the 
current year. 


In response to a question regarding the measures for 
resolving the problem, he said: During current year nine 
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brick kilns were closed in Hamadan and another seven 
units are on their way out. It is also predicted that by the 
beginning of Mehr [23 Sept - 22 Oct] of the current year 
about 58 more brick kilns will have to revise their 
existing method of brick manufacture as well. Similarly, 
88 brick kilns in Malayer have also been issued warnings 
and are under investigation by the prosecutor's office of 
that township. 


In this regard, he further added: Gradually all the brick 
kilns throughout the province, except a few that have 
principal agreements and possess permits, will be closed. 

In order to better investigate the affairs of the brick kilns 
a staff comprising members of the Departments of 
Industries, Agriculture, Environmental Protection, and 
governor-generals have been formed and it is hoped that 
through follow-ups this committee can resolve the envi- 
ronmental problem of the province, which is mainly 
caused by the brick kilns. With regard to the future 
affairs of the owners of the brick kilns, the director 
general of the Environmental Protection Agency of 
Hamadan stated: So far three principal agreements for 
the construction of modern automatic brick kilns have 
been issued and these kilns will be set up through the 
formation of a cooperative with the proviso to destroy 
the existing manual-type brick kilns. He further noted: 
Through concentrating their investments all of the brick 
kiln owners can begin taking steps toward an automation 
process under the guidance of their pertinent coopera- 
tive entity and in addition to meeting the consumption 
needs of the province they will be able to export their 
surplus to other adjoining provinces as well. 


In another part of his speech he said: For the sake of 
improvement and better coordination in the affairs of 
the environment, creation of an Environmental Protec- 
tion Complex is necessary. This complex, which will 
consist of a laboratory, museum, research investigation 
and specialists departments, will be constructed with a 
credit of 780 million rials. 


In conclusion, based on the Principle 50 of the Consti- 
tution which makes the protection of the environment a 
public duty, he asked all the people and the responsible 
authorities to share responsibility in the matter of envi- 
ronmental pollution and illegal hunting as well. 


Wildlife Preservation Efforts Detailed 
93LAOI1I0E Tehran ABRAR in Persian 13 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] Yasuj—IRNA. With the creation of nature pro- 
tection stations and mobile and stationary posts, 1,200 
hectares of forests and pasture lands in the “Dena” 
region will be revitalized. 


Ayaz-e Mahmudi, director general of the Environmental 
Protection Agency of Kohkiluye va Boyer Ahmad Prov- 
ince, simultaneous with “Environment Week,” while 
making the above statement, further added: Last week 
construction work on the first protection station in the 
region of Ab-e Siah, a district of Boyer Ahmad’s Dena, 
began with a 20-million rials [Rls] credit. 
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In the protected region of Dena various kinds of wild 
goats, rams, ewes, leopards, bears, boars, common and 
Caucasian partridges, and other types of hunting birds 
and animals plus varieties of plants, medicinal herbs, 
shrubs and grasses are abundant. 


He further added: In order to stop the extinction of 
wildlife and revitalize the natural landscape in the trop- 
ical regions of the province, in the townships of 
Kohkiluye, Boyer Ahmad, and Gachsaran, the two 
mountain ranges of Khiz and Sorkh have been selected 
as protected and prohibited areas for preservation. Like- 
wise, with the creation of four mobile posts during last 
week, 13 individuals have been assigned to carry out 
their duties in this regard. 


He also stated: Last year 200 hunting permits were 
issued to those individuals who already had authoriza- 
tion to carry hunting rifles. In a similar manner, during 
the same period eight mobile stations were established in 
the protected and prohibited preserves of the province. 


Mahmudi further added: By the end of last year 10 
research and study projects on the matters of water, air, 
earth, garbage, and sewerage in the Second Five-Year 
Economic, Social, and Educational expansion of the 
country were prepared and presented to the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency. 


Furthermore, while citing the fact that during last year 
his organization’s revenue from the sale of hunting 
permits and other pertinent collected fines amounted to 
Ris14.5 million, he said: Last year, four individuals who 
had violated hunting rules and regulations were also 
arrested. 


Gilan Forests Dwindling Due to Illegal Logging 


93LA0110D Tehran ABRAR in Persian 12 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] As a result of unauthorized utilization of the 
forests and smuggling of logs and timbers, some of the 
very valuable conifers such as the yew, pine, and fir trees 
of Gilan’s forests are on the verge of extinction. 


One of the specialists of the natural resources of Gilan 
stated: The yew tree is one of the native varieties of the 
northern forests of Iran growing on the higher lands from 
Astara to Rudsar. 


He further added: In some instances the height of a yew 
tree reaches 140 meters with a girth of | meter, and has 
a wide variety of industrial use. 


The life span of this tree is about 500 years and is a plant 
that favors shade as well. The leaves of this tree are 
poisonous and very resistant to insects and parasites. 
The logs and timbers of this tree can withstand water 
decay for 150 years. The logs and lumbers produced 
from this tree have been utilized in housing construction 
for many years in the regions of Deylaman and 
Emamzadeh Hashem. 
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He also added: Furthermore, in recent years as a result of 
a certain type of parasite and unauthorized use and 
increasing smuggling activities the fir tree is also on the 
verge of extinction as well. 


The forests of Gilan with over 30 genuses of valuable 
trees are considered to be some of the best forests of the 
country, and their preservation is an indispensable and 
The spread of new developments and encroachment of 
new dwellers in the former forest lands plus an increase 
of timber smuggling have all but precipitated the extinc- 
tion of the forests. So much so that the director general of 
the Forests and Natural Resources of Gilan believes: 
Under existing circumstances, within 30 years from now 
all the forests of Gilan face total extinction. 


Tehran Air Pollution Measurement Station 
Inaugurated 


93LA0110B Tehran ABRAR in Persian 13 Jun 93 p 3 


[Text] Tehran—IRNA. Yesterday the 10th center of 
Tehran’s Air Pollution Measurement Station was inau- 
gurated in the presence of Dr. Habibi, first deputy 
president. 

The air pollution measurement stations are mainly 


established to evaluate every possible means that might 
help decrease Tehran’s air pollution. 


At these stations air pollutants such as sulphur dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, ozone, and other air 
particles are measured every half hour in a 24-hour day. 


At the inauguration ceremony of this center, which is 
located in the vicinity of Imam Khomeyni’s mausoleum, 
Dr. Habibi, while pointing to the intense pollution of the 
urban environment, asked for the reactivation of the 
National Environmental Protection organization. 


He said: In the area of environment technology some- 
times it is necessary to use the skills and experiences of 
other nations. He further added: For the purpose of 
environmental protection we must utilize some means 
that have fairly reasonable costs and at the same time 
can give us quick results. 


Before Dr. Habibi’s inaugural address, Engineer 
Moharram Nezhad, deputy director of Research of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, noted some of the 
main causes of the Tehran’s environmental pollution, 
such as motorized vehicles, industrial pollutants, and the 
sewerage of the slaughter houses and hospitals plus the 
resultant pollution from the domestic heating fuels. 


He further stated: About 65 percent of Tehran’s air 
pollution belong to close to 2 million vehicular traffic 
and 700,000 motorcycles, while Tehran industries are 
culpable for about the remaining 25 percent. 


Engineer Moharram Nezhad further added: In the first 
phase of expansion, the inauguration of 20 air pollution 
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measurement stations were predicted, however, as a 
result of a lack of budget so far only 10 such centers have 
started operation. 


Sewers, Garbage Main Causes of Mazandaran 
Pollution 
93LAOI10A Tehran ABRAR in Persian 14 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] The main causes of the environmental pollution 
in Mazandaran are considered the sewers and home- and 
industry-produced garbage. Similarly, the unchecked 
and uncontrolled disposal of these pollutants into the 
rivers and subterranean water resources have created 
some of the most serious environmental problems of this 
province. 


The region’s rivers such as Hazar, Tajan, Talar, and 
Siahrud, which are the nucleuses of marine life repro- 
duction, have unfortunately been turned into the main 
centers for disposing of sewages of every description. 


According to this report the highest percentage of sewage 
disposal into the surface waters belong to such townships 
as Fereydun-Kenar and Babolsar and other cities such as 
Amir-Kala and Babol that have higher water tables. 


Narcotics Seized in Bandar-e Lengeh 
93LA0110G Tehran ABRAR in Persian 13 Jun 93 p 10 


[Text] During the current week 7 kg of narcotics were 
seized by the law enforcement agents of Bandar-e 
Lengeh. 


Major Shirani, commander of the Law Enforcement 
Forces of Bandar-e Lengeh region “while making the 
above statement, also told IRNA’s correspondent: The 
aforestated amount of narcotics were discovered in sev- 
eral vehicles at the Mahtabi inspection post between 
Bandar-e Lengeh and Bandar-e Khamir. 


He further added: In this regard seven individuals were 
also arrested and handed over to the proper authorities. 


Narcotics Seizures, Arrests 21 Apr-21 May 
93LAOII0F Tehran ABRAR in Persian 14 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] According to a report by the public relations office 
of the Headquarters for the Antinarcotics Campaign, 
during the month of Ordibehesht [21 Apr-21 May] of the 
current yeer 2.7 tons of narcotics were discovered. 


Furthermore, according to the same report, the afore- 
mentioned confiscated narcotics consisted of 2.102 kg of 
opium, 300 kg of morphine, 210 kg of hashish, 69 kg of 
heroin, and 3.5 kg of other types of narcotics. 


Similarly, during the same period 1,367 addicted indi- 
viduals and 572 smugglers were arrested. 
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Deputy Comments on Construction Jihad Projects 
93LA0112L Tehran ABRAR in Persian 3 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] Economic Service. The amount and method of 
designating credits, activities that might be assigned to 
the private sector, and the details of the national projects 
of Construction Jihad were all described by a govern- 
ment official. 


Engineer Masud Danesh Jaffari, deputy minister for 
Plan and Programs of the Ministry of Construction Jihad 
in a conversation with ABRAR in order to further 
elucidate the aforementioned remarks also stated: The 
total current, development, and bank credits of the 
Ministry of Construction Jihad in the current year is 100 
billion tomans, which shows 100-percent increase in 
comparison with similar credits of a year ago. 

He further added: From the total amount of these 
credits, 48 billion tomans belong to national and provin- 
cial projects, about 22 billion tomans go to current 
credits, and the remaining 30 billion tomans is desig- 
nated as bank credits. 

While pointing out that the use of bank credits is feasible 
after the introduction of the individuals to the bank by 
the Ministry of Jihad, he noted: The rate of interest on 
the agricultural and service loans is between 12 to 14 
percent and 18 to 24 percent, respectively. 


Regarding the amount of credits of the government's 
Addendum 3, he said: This addendum was considered to 
support small projects and is assigned 100 billion 
tomans, divided among the ministries of Construction 
Jihad, Agriculture, and the Cooperative. 


Regarding the difference of opinion between the minis- 
tries of Construction Jihad and Agriculture on the matter 
of reforestation of date-palm groves of the war-afflicted 
regions of the southern portion of the country, Danesh 
Jaffari suggested that the final statistics should be 
announced by the Construction Jihad for proper consid- 
eration. 


Regarding the merger of the two ministries of Construc- 
tion Jihad and Agriculture, he said that the best time is 
during the Second Five-Year Plan and noted: Princi- 
pally, a unified and singular management over agricul- 
ture and husbandry is something correct and logical. 


While emphasizing avoiding haste in merging the two 
ministries, he stated that the true realization of the 
merger would involve designating part of the affairs of 
these two ministries to the private sector and imposition 
of a unified management control over the industrial 
sector of the country. 


Concerning privatization of the Construction Jihad, 
Danesh Jaffari noted that it includes two segments: One, 
planning of new capabilities for future and two, amelio- 
ration-improvement of the status quo. 


He further added: First, with regard to planning new 
future capabilities, for instance, the private sector would 
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not welcome construction of pasturized milk plants; 
however, after the decrease in the price of milk, last year 
about 15 projects were presented by the private sector 
for investment in the dairy industry. 
He also stated: In order to improve the status quo, the 
Ministry of Construction Jihad presented suggestions 
regarding the designation of some affairs to the private 
sector to the Supreme Administrative Council, which 
have likewise been approved so far has drawn quite 
appreciable interest. 
Some of the activities of the Construction Jihad which 
are fit for designation include: Treatment of livestock 
and poultry; production and import of drugs and other 
i tools and equipment; distribution of dairy 
product; import of buoys intended for hunting; construc- 
tion and operation of fishery plants; construction of 
bath- and slaughter-houses; building of rural roads; and 
the protection, revitalization, and maintenance of the 
forests and pasture lands of the nation. 


The deputy minister for the Plan and Programs of the 
Minister of Construction Jihad, in relation to the 
description of plans of the national Construction Jihad 
during the current year noted: One of the national Jihad 
plans in the current year is the issue of providing water to 
800 rural areas of Sistan with an equivalent credit of 2.7 
billion tomans, of which the final cost has been esti- 
mated to be around 8 billion tomans. 


He added: Other national Jihad projects include stabi- 
lizing desert sands. While pointing to the plan for water 
reservoirs, Danesh Jaffari said: During the current year 
this plan with |.3 billion tomans of credit is designed to 
protect and properly utilize the rain water, including 
preventing the possibility of water wastage, erosion con- 
trol, and measures for controlling flooding and stabi- 
lizing soil. 

He further announced: During the current year to exe- 
cute the projects for forage production, reforestation, 
and reinvigoration of the pasture lands, a total amount 
of 8.5 billion tomans of credit will be assigned. 


He went on to say that the specific credits for livestock 
affairs and veterinary matters stand at 2.7 billion 
tomans, and pointed out that the reason for such a low 
figure is the active presence and participation of the 
private sector in this field. 


Two Hundred Twenty Law Enforcement Border 
Posts To Be Built 
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[Text] Kermanshah—IRNA. In order to maintain 
border security, until the end of the Second Five-Year 
Plan with a credit of over 50 billion rials [Ris], more than 
220 law enforcement posts will be constructed at the 
country’s borders. 


Engineer Derakhti, commander of the Engineering 
Department of the Law Enforcement Forces of the 
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Islamic Republic while making the above statement 
further noted: The annual credit of the Law Enforcement 
Forces for the construction of security posts is Ris25 
billion, of which Ris120 million belong to Kermanshah 
Province. 


Derakhti, who was speaking at the inauguration cere- 
mony of the central building for the headquarters of the 
Law Enforcement in Qasr-e Shirin, further added: The 
law enforcement building of this city was built with a 
credit of Ris240 million. The building proper occupies 
1,300 square meters of space and is put at the disposal of 
the forces of the region. 


At this ceremony all the military and law enforcement 
commanders of the region, the local officials and the 
representatives of Qasr-e Shirin, Gilan-e Gharb, and 
Sar-e Pol-e Zahab at the Islamic Consultative Assembly 
were present; Sah-ra’ian, governor-general of Kerman- 
shah stated: The security, which now prevails in the 
region as a result of the presence of the military and law 
enforcement forces, is unprecedented for the last 14 
years. This is an indication of the ever increasing sta- 
bility of the war-afflicted western regions of the country. 
Here it should be noted that more than 500 families from 
the war-afflicted township of Qasr-e Shirin who had 
migrated to other parts of the province have now 
returned to town in order to continue the process of 
reconstruction. 


Statistics on Nation’s Chicken Farms Released 
93LA0112G Tehran ABRAR in Persian 10 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] Economic Service. The census results of the 
nation’s chicken farms indicate that in 1370 (21 Mar 
1991 - 20 Mar 1992] there were 70 chicken farms 
throughout the country. From this number, 60 units 
were producing chicken for meat, another 10 units were 
producing and egg-laying chickens. 


A spokesman for the Census Bureau of Iran, while 
making the above statement also said: Managing 42 units 
of these chicken farms in 1370 was handled by private 
institutions or individuals and the other 18 units were 
handled by the Islamic Revolutionary organs and/or 
establishments. 


In 1370 these farms had a production capacity for 7 
million chickens, of which about 6.7 million were fed on 
farms equipped with automatic feeding systems. 


The building area occupied by chickens produced for 
meat was |.3 million square meters, of which |.2 million 
square meters were equipped with automatic feeding 
systems. 


The said spokesman went on to say: In 1369 [21 Mar 
1990 - 20 Mar 1991] the chicken farms produced 333 
million eggs from chickens for meat, 27 million eggs 
from egg-laying chickens, 11,490 tons of consumable 
eggs, 468 tons of broken and addled eggs, 4,932 tons of 
disposable chickens, plus 54,339 tons of fertilizer. 
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The value of chicken farm production was about 31 
million rials [Ris], of which Ris 22 million belonged to 

eggs produced by chickens for meat, and Ris !.6 million 
A to eggs laid and the remainder belonged to 
other tossed of the chicken farms. 


In 1369 190,806 tons of feed were used in the chicken 
farms, of which 5,237 tons were premade feed, 184,177 
tons were prepared at the farms, and the remaining | ,392 
tons comprised other types of chicken feed. 


The value of consumable feed at the chicken farms in 
1369 stood at Ris 13.2 million, of which Ris 558,000 
belonged to readymade feed, Ris 12.4 million pertained 
to farm-produced feed, and Ris 309,000 belonged to 
other types of feed. 


According to the spokesman of the public relations office 
of the Census Bureau of Iran, in 1369 65 chicken farms 
used veterinarians, of which 15 units used full-time 
services of the vets, 36 units used part-time services, and 
14 units employed sporadic services of the vets. 


The number of individuals employed by the chicken 
farms in 1369 was 3,115, of which 61 individuals had a 
doctorate degree, 100 possessed masters and post mas- 
ters degrees, 36 enjoyed post high-school diplomas, 216 
commanded high school diplomas, 2,051 had below 


high-school degrees, and 651 were illiterate. 


Furthermore, based on the census results, the number of 
foreigners employed by the chicken farms in 1369 was 
402. 


Nation’s Roads To Be Revamped 
93LA0112F Tehran ABRAR in Persian 13 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] Gachsaran—IRNA. With the execution of three 
crash programs by the end of the current year, all the 
primary roads of the nation will be properly reworked 
and revamped. 


Engineer Hava’i, deputy director of the Roads and 
Coordination of Affairs of Provinces, an affiliate of the 
Ministry of Road and Transport, who had traveled to 
Gachsaran while making the above statement, further 
said: These projects include security mobilization, 
reconstruction and repair of the equipment, and 
machinery of the road building departments. 


While noting that as a result of last year’s floods about 80 
billion rials [Ris] of damage was sustained by the 
nation’s roads, he pointed out that with the execution of 
these programs the majority of the roads throughout the 
country will be brought up to standard. 


He further added: The cost for carrying out the afor- 
estated projects will be covered by the current and 
development credits of each province. 


With regard to the situation of the roads in the province 
of Kohkiluye va Boyer Ahmad he said: During the 
current year the primary roads of this province will be 
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reworked and the reconstruction of the two bridges of 
Ahmad Gharib on the road between Yasuj and Semirom, 
and that of Naranju on the road between Yasuj and Baba 
Meydan will be completed as well. 


He further noted: In addition to the Ris500 million of 
credit for Paduk Bridge in Gachsaran, which became 
operational as of the end of last week, another Ris 170 
million from the provincial credits have been allocated 
to the aforementioned project. 


Two Dams Inaugurated in Lorestan 
93LA0112E Tehran ABRAR in Persian 14 Jun 93 p 2 


[Text] Khorramabad—Central News Unit. Yesterday 
simultaneous with the “Week of Construction Jihad” 
two earthen dams in the villages of Gandabeh and 
Khorusan in the Lorestan Province became operational. 
The construction of these dams, which were created to 
enhance the artificial subterranean water level, to 
improve the water reserve of the subterranean water 
channels, and to prevent flooding, 169 million rials from 
the credits of the Construction Jihad Organization of the 
Lorestan Province were utilized. 

The annual capacity of these two earthen dams is about 
900,000 cubic meters of water. After completing the 
water collecting operation, in addition to enhancing the 
capability of the three existing subterranean water chan- 
nels in the two aforementioned villages, the dams make 
it possible to convert 100,000 hectares of dry-farming 
land in the region of Darud and Azna to an irrigational 
system. 


According to this report the Khorusan earthen dam, 
which is constructed in the Azna region with a capacity 
of 750,000 cubic meters of water a year, is-400 meters 
long with a depth of 10 meters and crest width of 10 
meters. Likewise, the earthen dam of Gandabeh in 
Darud is 120 meters long and about 6 meters deep. 


Iran Khodrow Production Activities Detailed 
93LA0112C Tehran ABRAR in Persian 13 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] Economic Service. Yesterday morning Engineer 
Tehrani Nezhad, director general of the Iran Khodrow 
Company accompanied by other senior directors of the 
said plant, met with Dr. Nezhad Hosseinian, minister of 
Heavy Industries at the said ministry and presented a 
report on the activities of the Iran Khodrow Company 
during last year. 


According to the public relations office of the Ministry of 
Heavy Industries, the director general of the Iran Kho- 
drow Company in his report pointed to the production 
of new Peykan 1600 [passenger cars] and improvement 
of its engine, and also the conversion of passenger cars 
from fuel- to gas-burning systems at the Iran Khodrow 
Company and said: The new Peykan automobile body 
design was carried out based on the configuration of 


SOUTH ASIA 59 


Peugeot 405 cars, which have accordingly considered all 
the previous investments made in the assembly of 
Peykan production as well. 


Thereafter, he pointed to the production and obligation 
of the company toward the public and emphasized that 
the production of the said plant during a one-shift period 
reached 200 units, thus enabling the company to meet its 
obligation on time. 


Engineer Tehrani Nezhad in his report further added: All 
the individuals who are on a waiting list for “Super Bus” 
models can apply three months ahead of the scheduled 
time to the Iran Khodrow Company to arrange for the 
delivery of their bus. 


With regard to the export of the Iran Khodrow, he 
announced: During last year close to $42 million worth 
of vehicle sales were exported to other countries, partic- 
ularly the Commonwealth nations. 


At this meeting Mr. Nezhad Hosseinian, while 
expressing his gratitude and thanks to the engineers and 
employees of the Iran Khodrow Company for their 
efforts, also pointed to the new economic policies of the 
government and emphasized that under existing circum- 
stances, the continuation of the activities of Khodrow 
Companies depend on the creativity and enhancement 
of the quality of production and a presence in the 
competitive market as well. And if we disregard the new 
economic situation and depend on previous production 
methods, although they may be of a longstanding nature, 
these companies will continue to face certain difficulties. 


First Gold Production Factory Inaugurated 
93LA0112B Tehran ABRAR in Persian 2 Jun 93 p 4 


{Text} Esfahan—IRNA. The first gold production plant 
of Iran became operational in the presence of Dr. 
Habibi, first deputy to the president. 


At a ceremony, which was held at the site of Muteh Gold 
Mine for the inauguration of the first gold factory in the 
country, Engineer Mahluji, minister of Mines and 
Metals stated: At present 63 locations have been identi- 
fied as potential gold mine sites, which had not been 
utilized previously as a result of a lack of proper tech- 
nical know-how. 


He said: With the introduction of new measures in the 
near future, a large portion of the gold needs of the 
country will be met by the existing possibilities. 


The minister of mines and metals, while mentioning that 
the cost of constructing and installing equipment in this 
factory amounted to 3.5 billion tomans, further stated: 
The reserves of Muteh mines are estimated at about 9 
tons. 


He said: Gold production from Muteh mines based on 
the estimated potential, will be quite cost effective and 
the value of 9 tons of gold, with regard to the existing rate 
of exchange, will be around 14 billion tomans. 
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At these ceremonies, Dr. Habibi, while describing utili- 
zation of the Muteh gold factory as a new and serious 
endeavor, also expressed his appreciation to the mines 
and metals specialists for their efforts in the realization 
of the factory. 


Aluminum Exports Double 
93LA0112A Tehran ABRAR in Persian 2 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] The executive director of the Pars Aluminum 
Factory stated: During the first two months of the 
current year part of the production of this factory with a 
value of $1.5 million was exported to other countries. In 
comparison with the same period of last year, this figure 
shows a twofold increase. 


Engineer Mahmud Hasani told the IRNA’s correspon- 
dent: Furthermore, during last year 25 percent of the 
production of this factory with a value of $4.7 million 
was exported to the coastal states of the Persian Gulf, 
Italy, Turkey, and Bangladesh as well. 


Various types of aluminum sheets including foils with a 
minimum thickness of 7.9 microns up to 7.9 mm are 
produced at the Pars Aluminum Factory, which are used 
in the construction trade, industry, and households, too. 


According to Mr. Hasani, last year, as a result of employ- 
ment of new manpower and timely preparation the 
plant’s production exceeded 15,000 tons. This level of 
production was unprecedented for a 15-year period of 
the factory. 


While pointing to the fact that the introduction of a 

single rate of exchange has not effected the rate of 

production at this plant, he expressed hope that this 

= export of the factory will reach the $10-million 
ed. ⸗ 


He further added: Considering the fact that all the 
various purchases of the factory—from early 1371 [21 
Mar 1992 - 20 Mar 1993] have been carried out utilizing 
a floating rate of exchange and the fact that various 
products of the plant are available at lower prices, in 
comparison with similar imported products—in the cur- 
rent year it is expected that consumption demand will be 
duly increased. 


SRI LANKA 


Interview With Prime Minister Wickremasinghe 
93AS1059 Madras THE HINDU in English 1 Jun 93 
ps 


{Excerpts from an interview with Mr. Ranil Wickremas- 
inghe, prime minister, by V. Jayanth on | May 1993, 
place not given: “Ties With India Will Improveꝰ) 


[Text] At 44, Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe has become Sri 
Lanka’s second youngest Prime Minister. His elevation 
was smooth and non- controversial, well received within 
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his ruling party, the Opposition, industry and the diplo- 
matic community. He has already gone through 16 years 
in politics, all of it in Government, under both Presidents, 
Mr. J.R. Jayewardene and Premadasa. A nephew of Mr. 
Jayewardene, Mr. Wickremasinghe, the country’s most 
eligible bachelor, would have become a journalist in the 
family concern if it was not nationalised by Mrs. Sirimavo 
Bandaranike in the early 1970s. Instead, he landed in 
politics. Last Saturday, the Prime Minister answered a 
wide range of questions from V. Jayanth. Excerpts from 
the interview: 


: how do you perceive the results of the Provincial 
Council elections? Which are your weak spots? 


[Answer] Mr. Wickremasinghe: We are satisfied with the 
results of the Provincial Council elections. In all the 
seven provinces where there was polling, the UNP 
[United National Party] obtained about 47 percent of 
the votes cast. Our weak spot was the Western Province, 
where we lost ground in the suburban areas Both the city 
and the rural areas have voted with the UNP. We have 
made inroads into the rural areas which were till now the 
stronghold of the SLFP [Sri Lanka Freedom Party]. This 
was because of the comprehensive policy worked out by 
President Premadasa for the rural areas. 


[Q}: Why has the UNP tried to grab power in two 
Provinces where you did not have a majority? 


[A]: The UNP has not tried to grab power in any 
Province. In four of the Provinces the UNP had an 
overall majority and had to be called upon to form the 
administration according to the Constitution. In three 
Provinces no party had an overall majority. Even the 
DUNF [Democratic United National Front] cam- 
paigned in the Provincial elections claiming to form a 
Government. There was no alliance with the SLFP. The 
governors of these Provinces had to use their discretion 
to determine who should be called to form the govern- 
ment. In each of these cases both the UNP and the 
People’s Alliance of the SLFP staked a claim for Chief 
Ministership. There was a revolt in the SLFP as a result 
of Mrs. Bandaranike’s decision to support Mr. G.M. 
Premachandra of the DUNF as Chief Minister of the 
North-Western Province. In these circumstances, both 
Mr. Jayawickrema Perera and Mr. Amarasiri were con- 
fident that they could form the administration in the two 
Provinces where there was dissatisfaction in the SLFP. 
That was what made the SLFP opt for legal action 
instead of demonstrating its majority in the Council, 
thereby strengthening the claims of our Chief Ministers. 


The governors seem to have acted in accordance with the 
existingConstitutional precedents. After the general elec- 
tions of 1947 and March 1960, the leaders of the single 
largest parties in Parliament were asked to form the 
administration despite claims by other parties. On the 
basis they seem to have called Mrs. Chandrika Kuma- 
ranatunga also to be the Chief Minister of the Western 
Province. 
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[Q There is a new Minister for Constitutional and State 
Affairs now. What is his agenda? 


[A}: Even as an MP [member of Parliament], Mr. K.N. 
Choksy had been handling Constitutional matters for the 
government. Constitutional reforms will be necessary if 
a political solution is arrived at in respect of the North- 
East. There is also the need to look at the manner in 
which members are elected to Parliament and Provincial 
Councils as there is dissatisfaction in the system of three 
preferences for candidates. A rationalisation is required 
in the three-tier system of administration—national, 
provincial, and local government. Even if other Consti- 
tutional reforms you are talking about are not there, 
there is quite a lot on the agenda now. 


[Q}: The international observers for the Provincial elec- 
tions recommended greater access for the Opposition to 
the electronic media. Are there any moves to take a fresh 
look at some openness in television and radio? 


[A]: Their recommendations can be taken up by the 
Parliamentary Select Committee on elections. At 
present, the law does not make any provision for use of 
electronic media for Provincial elections. They are pro- 
vided for in the national elections. 


[Q)}: The Sri Lankan Government seems to be suffering 
from a want of credibility. You call the Scotland Yard to 


[A]: It is not a question of political credibility. The 
government felt and President Premadasa was of the 
view that the police should call in assistance from any 
foreign/international agency such s Scotland Yard. it was 
the first assassination of a political leader in Colombo 
after the JVP days of 1988-89. We wanted to know who 
was responsible for the assassination of Lalith Athulath- 
mudali. It was felt that an outside agency would only 
strengthen investigation. The Commonwealth Commis- 
sion was appointed on a request by the widow of Maj. 
Gen. Denzil Kobbekaduwa, as she had a doubt about the 
cause of the blast that killed her husband and other 
senior officers. Premadasa felt that the request should be 
granted. Of course, the Opposition tried to capitalise on 
this, but it could not succeed. 


In the assassination of Lalith Athulathmudali, it is now 
clear that some of the DUNF leaders had interfered with 
the witnesses. Further, the bodyguard of Lalith was 
allowed to make a false statement to the police. A 
magisterial inquiry has concluded that the bullet found 
in the body on Mughalan Road was fired from the gun of 
the bodyguard and furthermore, the bullet removed from 
Lalith’s body was found to match the one in the gun 
recovered from the body of the suspected assassin. Some 
of the local dailies have not even published these find- 
ings. It is obvious that a part of the media is also being 
involved in this campaign against the government. 
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[Q]}: With many parties dissociating themselves from the 
Parliamentary Select Committee on the North-East issue, 
does the government have any alternative line of action? 
How do you propose toproceed with the search for a 
solution? 


[A]: The Chairman of the Select Committee plans to 
have discussion with all parties. Therefore a national 
consensus can be worked out. The main question that 
has to be resolved is the unit of devolution. If the 
Muslims in the East and the Tamils can come to a 
compromise, it can be accepted by all. They must work 
on that. 


{Q]}: Why has there been no credible, authentic informa- 
tion on the investigations into the two assassinations? We 
were told it will unfold after the elections. But there is 
more silence now. 


[A]: I am sure the police will reveal the information at a 
time they consider appropriate. There was some dissat- 
isfaction in the last media briefing that a fuller statement 
was not made. The police have to decide when they can 
divulge the details. 


[Q]: There seems to be an attempt by the government to 
“clean up” the image and change some of President 
Premadasa’s practices. Do you see any significant 
changes in its functioning? 


[A]: There is a change in style. This is inevitable in a 
presidential system when there is a change of President. 
But there is no going back on the basic policies. We will 
make changes only where necessary. Decentralisation 
and democratisation will go on. 


[Q}: It is established that it is the LTTE [Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam] which is behind Premadasa’s 
assassination, will you review your position and pursue a 
military option? 


[A]: We are at present pursuing a military strategy of 
disarming the LTTE cadres and bringing larger areas 
under government’s control. This will have to continue 
till there is peace. Once the police reports are received we 
will be able to establish who was responsible for his 
killing. 


[Q}: Is it true that your government nearly agreed to 
extradite the two LTTE leaders charged with conspiring 
the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi? 


[A]: Extradition is possible only under the law. We have 
so far not even received a request from the Government 
of India. 


[Q]: Do you envisage any further interaction with India on 
the LTTE front? Are you seeking any expertise on inves- 

as the first case of a human bomb was in Tamil 
Nadu in Rajiv Gandhi's assassination? 


[A]: We have not sought any expertise from India with 
regard to the investigations. 
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[Q}: How do you see relations with India in future? 


[A]: I am sure relations with India will improve. Both 
nations face common problems and in the next decade 
both of us are to achieve higher standards of living. 
South Asia has a lot of potential which can be tapped if 


we work r. In the last few years relations between 
India and Sri Lanka have improved and they will con- 
tinue to do so. Economic relations strengthen political 
relations. Therefore the liberalisation programme pur- 
sued by the Prime Minister, Mr. P.V. Narasinha Rao, 
will only strengthen political relations. 
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